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Global warming's effects already felt
REPORT WARNS OF LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES

By JULIET EILPERIN • The Washington Post • May 28, 2008
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WASHINGTON — Global warming is already affecting the nation's forests, water
resources, farmland and wildlife and will have serious negative consequences over the
next 25 to 50 years, according to a report issued Tuesday by the federal government.

The scientific assessment by the U.S. Climate Change Science Program provides the 
most detailed look in nearly eight years at how climate change is reshaping the 
American landscape. The report, which synthesizes a thousand scientific papers, 
highlights how human-generated carbon dioxide emissions from burning fossil fuels 
have already translated into more frequent forest fires, reduced snowpack and 
increased drought.

Anthony Janetos, one of the lead authors, said the document aims to 
inform federal resource managers and dispel the public's perception that 

global warming will only be felt years from now.

"They imagine all these ecological impacts are in some distant future," said Janetos, 
who noted that many animals and plants have shifted their migratory and blooming 
patterns to reflect recent changes in temperature. "They're not in some distant future. 
We're experiencing them now."

The document concludes that Americans must face the fact that many of these changes 
are locked in even if the country takes significant steps to cut emissions in the coming 
decades.

"Climate change is currently impacting the nation's ecosystems and services in 
significant ways, and those alterations are very likely to accelerate in the future, in 
some cases dramatically," the report says. "Even under the most optimist CO2 emission
scenarios, important changes in sea level, regional and super-regional temperatures 
and precipitation patterns will have profound effects."
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