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Prayer Service for (person to be executed, victim’s name), and their Family Members 

Needed:     

· 2 Leaders 
· Two large vigil lights (protected from the wind)

· During the prayer service, two people will reverently light the two candles:

· One represents the victim: (victim’s name) who was needlessly killed and taken from his/her family on (date)
· The second candle represents (person to  be executed) who will meet his/her God tonight
· Smaller candles for use of all participants (note: Organizers will need to estimate

the number of candles you think you will need.)  

· Matches

CCI Leader (or other designated leader):    Welcomes all, introduces presidors and musicians. 
Opening Hymn:


Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, That saved such a one as me!



I once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see.



Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come.



‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.

Call to Prayer:

Leader 1:  We want to be clear.  We do not gather tonight to defend (person to be executed) actions in (month and year of crime) when he/she took the life of (victim’s name).  We believe he/she should be punished for his/her crime.  We do not believe, however, that we have the right to take his/her life any more than he/she had the right to take (victim’s name) life.  We gather because we have had enough of violence.  In the midst of war and death and in a society which so often shows a lack of respect for one another’s lives, we believe the world cries for non-violent responses.  We do not need to kill killers to prove that killing is wrong.  
And so we begin by remembering those affected by this particular act of violence.  Our 
response will be:   God, let your peace be within us.    

Leader 2:  We remember now (victim’s name), a victim of violence in (year of death).  We pray for all those who mourned his/her death then and who, even today, (number of years) years later, remember him/her with affection. 


Pause while someone lights the candle representing (victim’s  name).
Let us remember (victim’s name) and pray for all victims of violence and all who experience the pain of unfulfilled hopes.   

All:  God, let your peace be within us.    

Leader 1:  We pray for (person to be executed) who will die tonight.  We recognize that violence affects many more people than the victims and perpetrator.  We pray for (person to be executed) as we would pray for ourselves.  Forgive his/her sins.  Remember his/her good deeds.  Embrace him/her as he/she enters eternal life. 
Pause while someone lights the candle representing (person to be executed).
Leader 1:  Let us pray for (person to be executed), for his/her family and his/her friends.  Let us pray for all on death row here in Mississippi and across the country. Let us pray for ourselves that we will have the courage to somehow stop the cycle of violence which has overtaken us.  Let us pray that those in power hear our voices as we shout:  “Do not kill in my name.”

All:  God, let your peace be within us.    

Leader 2: As we stand in the midst of a season filled with reminders of transformation and change, we pray for all those in need of change, in need of conversion.  We pray especially that those of us who do not know peace, will take active steps to find it wherever we can.  We pray that those of us who do violence to ourselves by nurturing anger, will find the healing we most need.   

All:  God, let your peace be within us.    

Leader 2: We recognize that crime and the death penalty are but a piece of the violence in our society.  We ask forgiveness for all forms of violence.  
All:  God, let your peace be within us.  

Leader 1:  We acknowledge the violence we might do to one another in the ways we speak, in the ways we break trust with one another, in our lack of respect for people with whom we disagree.  

All:  God, let your peace be within us.    
Leader 1:  We acknowledge how violence is perpetuated when we allow weapons to get in the hands of our children or when we withhold food from innocent women and children for political reasons.  

All: God, let your peace be within us.    
Leader 2:  We acknowledge the violence which increases our fear, forcing us to lead lives of distrust.  We pray for all our brothers and sisters in Afghanistan, Libya, and other areas of a world which grows increasingly more violent.   We have only to look at our recent past to know that violence does beget violence. 
All: God, let your peace be within us.      
Leader 2:  We acknowledge the violence we perpetuate when we remain absent and distant from a victim’s family who may most need us to listen to them speak about the wonderful and beautiful life their loved one lived.  We acknowledge our absence in their lives, sometimes forcing them to defend the death penalty because they are convinced it is the only way to honor their beloved victim.
All:  God, let your peace be within us.       
Leader 1: We acknowledge the violence within our country which allows millions of children and elderly to live in hunger and without homes or shelter; which deprives the sick of adequate health care; which imprisons and executes the poor in disproportionate numbers.

All:  God, let your peace be within us.          
Leader 1:  We acknowledge the violence in our churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, communities, and homes when we remain silent while our children are violated and battered and while women in our families and neighborhoods are abused. 

All:  God, let your peace be within us.            
Leader 1:  Let us each take a moment to quietly and honestly name the violence which lies heavy on our hearts and in our personal lives.

A moment of reflection

Leader 1:    Let us pray

All:  God, let your peace be within us.            
Leader 2:  Forgive us, O God.  Heal the wounds that afflict us and our society.  Empower us to erase the hatred and violence which continues to scourge your people and creation.  Embolden those of us gathered here tonight to live non-violent lives so we can witness alternative non-

violent ways of responding to life’s situations.  Help us speak courageously in the face of violence.

Leader 2:    We live in a time of darkness.  Many lives have been snuffed out senselessly.  Tonight, let us pause in silence to remember the victims of these terrible crimes and their families.  In particular, let us remember Grace Blackwell.  
And in a God-like gesture, let us also remember all those who have been executed in Mississippi in retaliation for the death of these victims.  In particular, let us remember (person to be executed) who will soon die.
Leader 2:    We name this as a “God like gesture” because to remember both in this one moment is to remind ourselves of the graciousness of our God who loves each of us unconditionally – despite our own individual sins, failures and weaknesses.  This night is a special night to recall God’s greatness as we stand here aware that “God gives life and takes life.”  As we stand here, we feel deep guilt that though we know we did not have the power to give (person to be executed) life, for some reason, we assume we have the power to take his/her life.  
If this prayer service is being done inside, please turn out all the lights 

so only the two candles remain lit.

Leader 1:  As we say the names each of these candles represent, we will extinguish the candles and remain for a moment surrounded by darkness.  As we say their names, please respond: 

Lord, hold his or her memory in your care.  
(Pause for a moment)

Leader 1:    (victim’s name)
We honor him/her for ALL he/she was in life. We ask that you not let the word “victim” be the only thing for which people remember him/her.
All:   Lord, hold his/her memory in your care.
Extinguish one candle

(Pause for a moment)

Leader 2:    (person to be executed) 
We hope to remember him/her for ALL he/she was in life. We ask you not to let the word “murderer” be the only thing for which people remember him/her, and you will judge him/her.

All:    Lord, hold his/her memory in your care.

Extinguish the other candle

Leader 1:    And now, let us stand in silence as we await the death of (person to be executed).
Psalm 23: (Read, chanted, or sung)
Silence

Please remain in silent vigil until 6 p.m. when church bells are slowly tolled

After tolling:
Leader 1,& 2:    But darkness has not triumphed.  

Individuals light their candles by passing the light to one another

When the candles are lit:

Leader 1:    We pass the flame as a reminder that we are the light reminding others that death and violence are not to triumph over life.   This season reminds us that anger shall not triumph over forgiveness and love.  We pray that God will bless us.  We leave here confident that God –  whose burning passion is that we live in peace – is truly in us and around us and among us. 
All:     Amen






Hymn:   Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.


Let there be peace on earth, The peace that was meant to be.


With God as our Father, neighbors all are we.


Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.


Let peace begin with me; Let this be the moment now.


With ev’ry step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:


To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.


Let there be peace on earth And let it begin with me.

Adapted from a prayer service by Pax Christi – USA
Excerpts from a letter sent by the daughter of a man murdered in MS. She sent this letter to her father’s killer on the afternoon of his execution:





   “I forgive you for what you have done to my father.  I ask you to  


   forgive me for all the times I’ve wished you dead.  If heaven is what


   I have been taught it is, I know my father will be among the first to 


   greet you.”











