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Iôm here to speak on a man that is special. 
He had a stong faith in his God because 
he put himself on the line for his fellow 

brothers and sisters in Christ. And then instead 
of staying stationary on that line, he crossed it 
with six steps and had to go to federal prison 
and pay a $1000 ýne. 

He went into an environment he knew 
nothing about, but his faith was put to the test 
on being in a structured place when you must 
be counted every day as property. Then he was 
put in the hall for having an untidy room, in 

between the microwave and the telephone. So 
as his faith carried he charged popcorn when 
you went by his bed.

They called him the swinger and the 
Pops. Iôm sure he saw a lot of injustices at his 
new home, and has a lot of stories from other 
inmates. I hope he has funny jokes now.

Well, God is God, and he shared the 
living light by sending an instrument by the 
name of Don Beisswenger to shine in a dark 
place. Friday, faith and the will of God, Don 
reappeared physically.

I would like to thank Don for the 
education and teaching of the School of 
the Americas, of making me aware of what 
is going on in my America. He has lost his 
voting rights because he is a felon (actually 
this was a misdemeanor and he should be 
allowed to vote), but after he is rested Iôm 
sure he will socially tell whomever needs to 
be told that that is a social injustice also and 
where is the line.

God bless you, Don.
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by Howard Allen, Nashville Homeless Power Project

A Tribute to Nonviolent Resistance:
Welcome Back Don!

Letter From the Center by Matt Leber, Coordinator

In November of 2002, we didnôt know 
if we would be able to stop the war 
on Iraq but in Nashville, Tennessee, 

we mobilized anyway. We didnôt stop 
the war, but we did all we could, and as 
part of an international movement we 
did stop some countries from joining the 
Coalition of the Willing, did decrease the 
devestation of the Shock and Awe Plan, 
and we did grow and expand the base 
of organizing around the world and in 
Middle Tennessee. We couldnôt control 
the decision of George W. Bush and his 
administration, but we did build with the 
creative energies of the people of Middle 
Tennessee to expand the Nashville 
Peace and Justice Center and to foster 
the birth and growth of several grassroots 
groups and organizations to be more 
visible and effective here at home. The 
result: over 3,000 more in people power 
in Middle Tennessee with the capacity, 
skills and passion to create real change. 
How DID we and how do we do it?

First we MOBILIZE and then we 
ORGANIZE, ORGANIZE, ORGANIZE.

By the time this edition of Alternatives 
is published we will have elected a 
new president. Whether we effectively 
mobilized to elect Kerry or to elect Bush, 
we have shown that we have been able 
to MOBILIZE.

In 2004, WE registered 362,009 new 
voters in Tennessee. In Davidson County, 
there are 44,495 new registrations since 
the ýrst of the year. This is the result of 
the powerful work and concerted efforts 
of people we know: from Tennessee 
Citizen Action, from NAACP, from Find 
18, from the AFL-CIO and several others. 
So letôs pat ourselves and each other on 
the back and be thankful that we have 
had a chance to prove to ourselves 
that we do know how to mobilize. Let 
us build with that momentuméLET US 
ORGANIZE!

If we do not ORGANIZE systems 
of people around speciýc issues, then 
it does not matter who is in ofýce. We 
the people unorganized are divided with 
no voice. We the people organized can 
change this world. Whether Bush or Kerry 

is in ofýce, we are still going to have to 
work to raise awareness about the 
damaging effects of the Central American 
Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) and stop 
it in its tracks. We are still going to have 
to create the public and political will to 
stop the occupation and killing of Iraqi 
people and bring the troops home safe. 
We still need to ýght for a full moratorium 
on the death penalty in Tennessee and 
across the United States. We are still 
going to have to ýght for womenôs right 
to choose. We are still going to have 
to stop the building and maintaining of 
landýlls in our neighborhoods. We are 
still going to have to ýnd alternatives to 
Bredesenôs TennCare Plan that is going 
to have devastating effects on the 1.3 
million Tennesseans it covers.

Thank you for your work around this 
historic election. Take a week break. 
Breath in, breath out, reþect. What did 
you learn? Take it in and call the Nashville 
Peace and Justice Centerðbecause it is 
time to organize.
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November 5-7: Where Do We Go from Here?:   
Tennessee Feminists Take Action at Embassy Suites 
Airport in Nashville. Kim Gandy, NOW (National Organiza-
tion for Women) president, will be the keynote speaker. 
Workshops include reproductive choice issues, organizing 
and activism. Saturday evening will feature Respect: A 
Musical Journey of Women by Dr. Dorothy Marcic. More 
Info: 615- 269-7141 or tennesseenow@comcast.net.
November 6: EarthMatters Tennessee 14th Annual 
Leaf Lift kicks off with the Smashing Pumpkins contest 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Bring your Halloween pumpkins to the 
eARTh Food Park, Lealand Ave. & Gale Lane at the I-440 
overpass in South Nashville and smash them for the Earth! 
More Info: www.earthmatterstn.org, 615-252-6953 or the 
East Nashville ofýce at 615-228-1649. 
November 6: ACLU-TN Bill of Rights Celebration at 
the University Club of Nashville, 7-10 p.m. National ACLU 
Executive Director Anthony Romero will be the featured 
speaker. The Reverend Don Beisswenger will receive the 
ACLU-TN Lifetime Achievement Award. More Info:  
615-320-7142 or hedy@aclu-tn.org.
November 10-11: Drop Beats Not BombsñHip Hop 
Activists Tour Stop in Nashville. Drop Beats Not Bombs, 
a collaboration between the Fellowship of Reconciliationôs 
Peacemaker Training Institute and New York-based hip 
hop arts collective Movement in Motion (MIM), is on tour 
and coming to Nashville! These six talented trainers bring 
together activism and the arts to educate, inspire, and 
empower young people to offer workshops and open mic 
sessions on non-violence, the prison-industrial complex, 
dismantling racism and the power of young voices. More 
Info: 615-321-9066 or jen@nashvillepeacejustice.org.
November 16: Amnesty International Monthly Meeting 
every third Tuesday of the month at the NPJC*. More Info: 
lynn-e@comcast.net.
November 18: Winners and Losers in Election 2004, the 
United Nations Association Brown Bag Lunch from 12-1:30 
p.m. at the NPJC*. Speaker: Marc Heatherington, research 
associate political science, Vanderbilt University.
November 19-21: Shut Down the School of the Ameri-
cas! Nonviolent civil resistance to close the notorious train-
ing center whose graduates are linked with many human 
rights violations. More Info: SOA Watch, 202-234-3440 or 
www.soaw.org; NPJC, 615-321-9066 or jen@nashvillepea
cejustice.org.
November 20: Tennessee Alliance for Progress House 
Party, at the home of Thelma Kidd, 1212 Taggartwood, 
Brentwood, at 6 p.m. Music by the Wonderful Watermel-
ons; speech by Ethel Detch, State Comptrollerôs Ofýce, on 
the Seeking a Way Out report on Tennesseeôs poor; and a 
mini-workshop on state tax reform from Tennesseans for 
Fair Taxation. Food, conversation, good cheer. Suggested 
donation: $20. More Info: info@tennesseeallianceforprog
ress.org.
November 20: Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee 
Rights Coalition (TIRRC) Statewide Convention and 
Cultural Celebration from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Scarritt-
Bennett Center, 1008 19th Ave. S., Nashville. Are you 
concerned about immigrant/refugee access to driverôs 
licenses, education, health care, interpreters or justice? 
Do you believe that our countryôs immigration system 
should be improved? Would you like to see increased 
action to address civil rights abuses of immigrants and 
refugees since 9/11? Come to TIRRCôs annual conven-
tion! Register by November 5. More Info: 615-846-6672 or 
angela@tnimmigrant.org.
November 22: National Organization for Women (NOW) 
Monthly Meeting at 7 p.m. at the NPJC*. More Info: 
tennesseenow@comcast.net or 615-269-7141.

December 1-3: Bridging the Gap in Rural Health Care: 
Working Together for Tennessee at the Chattanooga 
Convention Center and Marriott Hotel. Medical preconfer-
ence; concurrent sessions on practice, policy, relationships, 
etc.; poster sessions on community projects and research 
projects. More Info: Susan Veale at 615-907-9707 or 
rhat@rhat.org.

December 10: International Human Rights Day. See 
article on page 6. More Info: aiusa149@earthlink.net or 
615-650-2938.
December 11: National Organization for Women (NOW) 
Holiday Party. More Info: tennesseenow@comcast.net or 
615-269-7141.
December 14: Radio Free Nashville Beneþt at the 
Belcourt Theater; headliners to be announced. More Info: 
http://radiofreenashville.org or 615-331-4857.
December 15: Tennessee Alliance for Progress 
Beneþt Concert, 8 p.m. at the Station Inn, featuring Kathy 
Chiavola, The Tashians, The Cantrells and the Nashville 
Mandolin Ensemble. More Info: info@tennesseealliancefo
rprogress.org.
December 16: Genocide in Darfur, the United Nations 
Association Brown Bag Lunch from 12-1:30 p.m. at the 
NPJC*. Speaker: Larry Helfer, Professor of Law, Vanderbilt 
University.
December 21: Amnesty International Monthly Meeting 
every third Tuesday of the month at the NPJC*. More Info: 
lynn-e@comcast.net.

Weekly Activism
Sundays: Food not Bombs from 1:30-3 p.m. at 
Legislative Plaza (between Capitol and Sheraton, at 
6th and Union). More Info: beckyr@riseup.net.
Wednesdays: Peace Coalition from 6-7:30 p.m. at 
NPJC*. Join the two-year-old NPJC Peace Coalition 
as they plan protests and educational events.
Thursdays: Women in Black from 12-1:00 p.m. on 
Broadway between 12th and 11th. ñSilently stand in 
black: to mourn, to remember, to be a presence for 
peace.ò
* NPJC ofþces and board room are located at 
1016 18th Ave. S., Nashville, Tenn. 37212.  
Call 615-321-9066 for directions.

Calendar November/
December 2004

December 3-4: Dismantling Racism
The Nashville Peace and Justice Center is 

embarking in a process of dismantling racism 
within our own organization. Join us in this 
essential journey and start by attending this 

workshop.

Dismantling Racism Workshop at the LaQuinta 
Inn in Crossville, Tenn. Check-in begins at 5 p.m. 
(CT) Friday; workshops take place 6-9 p.m. Friday 
and 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday. Cost is $15 total, 
including hotel room and two meals by becoming a 
SOCM (Save Our Cumberland Mountains) member. 
Discussions, video, small-group work and interactive 
exercises will create an open and safe setting to ýnd 
common ground in understanding racism, reþecting 
on personal experience, discussing organizational 
problems and focusing on how to make changes in 
our organization and communities. More Info:  
615-321-9066 or jen@nashvillepeacejustice.org.

 NASHVILLE PEACE AND JUSTICE CENTER
A community-based, multi-issue center for 
the Middle Tennessee region seeking to 

promote peacemaking, social justice, and 
environmental issues in our society and

the world.

M E M B E R  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

Americans United for Separation
of Church and State

Amnesty International

Bring Urban Recycling to Nashville Today

Common Cause

Cumberland Greens Bioregional Council

The Emma Center

Earth Matters

  First Unitarian Universalist Church
of Nashville

Greater Nashville Unitarian
Universalist Congregation

Homeless Power Project

Interfaith Alliance of Middle Tennessee

Latin American Central American
Solidarity Association

Living Wage Campaign of Nashville

Middle Tennessee Presbytery/
Peace With Justice Committee

Mideast Peace Coalition

Nashville Friends Meeting

National Organization for Women 

Pan Africa

PeaceRoots Alliance

Radio Free Nashville

The Scarritt-Bennett Center

Tennessee Coalition to Abolish State Killing

Tennessee Immigrant and
Refugee Rights Coalition

United Nations Association

Veterans for Peace

War Resisters League

A L T ERNA T I V E S

is the ofýcial bimonthly publication of the 
Nashville Peace & Justice Center

E D I T O R I A L  C O L L E C T I V E

Ashley Crownover, Al Levenson,
Gene Kelly, and Karl Meyer

S U B M I S S I O N S

We seek cartoons, articles, letters, and photos 
related to peace and justice issues relevant 
to the Tennessee progressive community.  
We will try to respect the integrity of your 

submissions, but we reserve the right to edit 
for clarity, grammar, spelling, and length.  

Objections? Write us a letter.  

Fax: 615-320-8897   Phone: 615-321-9066
Email: ashleycrownover@yahoo.com
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The NPJC is happy to 
welcome a new member: 
Tennessee Immigrant 

and Refugee Rights Coalition 
(TIRRC). The only statewide immigrant 
and refugee rights coalition of its kind in the 
Southeastern United Statesðthe area of the 
country with the fastest growing immigrant 
population in the countryðTIRRCôs mission 
is to empower immigrants and refugees 
throughout Tennessee to develop a uniýed 
voice, defend their rights, and create 

an atmosphere in which they are viewed as 
positive contributors to the state.

TIRRC began in 2001 as a union of grass-
roots immigrant groups and their allies. Since 
then, coalition leaders have worked hard to 
identify and incorporate budding grassroots 
immigrant and refugee groups from through-
out the state as members. The total number 
of member coalition groups is now above 40, 
and includes organizations representing the 
Kurdish, Egyptian, Iranian, Iraqi, Nigerian, 
Ethiopian, Somali, Sudanese, Pakistani, and 
Vietnamese communities, as well as a large 
number of Latino groups.

From its inception, TIRRC has organized 
grassroots advocacy activities to inþuence 
legislative policy. The coalition also works for 
the defense of civil liberties for immigrants 
and refugees, and is concentrating on increas-
ing the voice of the immigrant and refugee 
community through grassroots leadership 
development. TIRRCôs latest focus is on 
public awareness as it works to educate Ten-
nesseans about the contributions of Tennessee 
immigrants and refugees, the special needs 
of this growing population, and the realities 
of immigration. For more information, visit 
www.tnimmigrant.org.

TIRRC Joins the NPJC
by Bettie Kirkland, NPJC Board

On the clear blue Saturday 
afternoon of September 
18, Tennessee citizens 

rallied at the Supreme Court Building in 
downtown Nashville to make their voices 
heard. The demonstration was in protest of 
Governor Bredesenôs proposed reforms to 
TennCare, the stateôs Medicaid program.

TennCare currently provides health care 
to 1,400,000 of Tennesseeôs most disadvan-
taged citizens. Governor Bredesenôs proposed 
changes to the programðincluding costly 
new premiums, co-payments, and limitations 
on doctorôs visits and prescriptionsðcreate 
signiýcant new barriers to health care for 
everyone who relies on TennCare. For many 
low-income families, these changes will make 
TennCare unaffordable and will prevent many 
people from getting health care services even 
when they are enrolled. 

At the rally we heard powerful testimo-
nials from TennCare enrollees on how these 
new limits will affect them personally. Jim and 
JoLynn Palmer, a couple who traveled from 
Memphis to voice their concerns regarding 

the proposed TennCare reforms, 
gave a passionate account of 
Jimôs battle with cancer, and how 
new restrictions on doctor visits 
will render his battle with cancer 
much more difficult. We heard 
from Valerie Martin, who fears 
she will not be able to provide for 
her family if costly new premiums 
and co-payments are enacted. 
Having to choose between food 
and medical treatment is going 
to become a reality for thousands 
of TennCare enrollees under the 
new reforms. Patty Taylor, another 
enrollee, knows that she will not 
be able to afford the prescriptions she needs 
under the new limits and that she will have 
to choose which of her diseases she will be 
able to treat. 

The inaccessibility of preventative treat-
ment will only cost more in emergency room 
expenses in the long run. Instead of seeking 
treatment at the onset of a medical condition, 
many enrollees will delay seeking medical 
attention until their condition is life threaten-
ing, resulting in a much more costly visit to 

the ER. Although the costs of these visits 
will be hidden from TennCare, Tennessee tax 
payers will still end up footing the bill since 
hospitals are legally bound to treat anyone 
visiting the ER. 

One of the most disturbing proposals, 
however, relates to the redeýning of the term 
ñmedical necessity.ò Tony Garr of the Tennes-
see Justice Center and the Tennessee Health 
Care campaign expressed his deep concerns 
over the redeýnition, which would require 

Tennesseans Protest Loss
 of Health Care Services

by Jennifer Knight
NPJC correspondent

(continued on page 4)

Around 100 people gathered in Nashville on September 18  to
protest Governor Bredesenôs proposed changes to TennCare.




