F-1 Status Students
Maintaining Status
It is extremely important for a nonimmigrant to maintain his/her F-1 student status while in the U.S.  By reading page 2 of your Form I-20 and following the instructions below, you should be able to maintain lawful F-1 status with little difficulty.

Failure to maintain the terms and conditions of nonimmigrant status is a ground for removal from the U.S.  Depending on the violation, the student could be barred from the U.S. for a period of 3/10 years.
Failure to maintain the terms and conditions of nonimmigrant status may also result in the student being ineligible for on-campus employment, practical training, recertification of your I-20 for re-entry to the U.S. and other benefits afforded to students who are maintaining F-1 status.

· New students must report to the International Student Affairs Coordinator at Bethel University up to 30 days before and no later than the program start date on student’s Form I-20.
· Must attend the school which you have been authorized to attend.
· Must pursue a full course of study (undergraduate – 12 semester hours; graduate – 9 semester hours), except during official school breaks, at the school listed on your currently valid I-20.  Exceptions to the full course of study requirement include:
· Academic difficulty
· Illness or medical condition 
· Completing the course of study during the final term

In any event, the student must be authorized by the International Student Affairs Coordinator and issued a new I-20 indicating the student has been approved for a reduced course load BEFORE dropping below a full course of study.  Otherwise the student has violated the F-1 student status and must apply for reinstatement.
· F-1 status international students can take no more than one class or three credits per session, term, semester, or quarter if the class counts toward the full course of study (undergraduate – 12 semester hours and graduate – 9 semester hours) requirement.

· Make normal progress toward completing the program of study by completing studies before the expiration date on your I-20 (Item#5).
· Keep Form I-20 valid by following proper procedures for:
· extension of F-1 stay.
· change of educational levels.
· change in program of study (major)
· transfer of schools.

· Abide by F-1 status grace period rules.  

· After completion of program of studies or OPT, a student has 60 days to leave the U.S. 

· A student who withdraws from school with approval from the International Student Affairs Coordinator has a 15-day grace period to leave the U.S.

· A student who withdraws from Bethel without authorization from the International Student Affairs Coordinator is considered out of status and must leave the U.S. immediately.  The student has no grace period.

· Report a change of address/name to the International Student Affairs Coordinator within 10 days of the change, so the SEVIS record can be updated.

· Refrain from involvement in criminal activity.  Students are required to obey all federal, state and local laws. 

· Abide by any special requirements, such as Special Registration requirements. Information about Special Registration can be found at http://www.ice.gov/pi/specialregistration/index.htm.

· Abide by the aggregate unemployment rules while on post-completion OPT.

· Refrain from unauthorized employment on or off-campus.

· Penalties for violations could include:

· Need to apply for reinstatement
· Deportation

· May not be employed, even on campus.

· May not be granted any immigration benefits, such as OPT, extension, transfer, etc.

· May not change status in U.S.

· May never adjust to permanent residence in the U.S. unless married to a U.S. citizen.

