


June 28, 2007
The Honorable Leslie A. Newman

Commissioner of Commerce and Insurance

500 James Robertson Parkway

Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0565

Dear Commissioner Newman:

On May 30, I wrote to you on behalf of Tennessee Citizen Action regarding the recent filing by Tennessee’s major malpractice insurer, Southern Volunteer Mutual Insurance Corp. (SVMIC), which is seeking a significant reduction in its premium rates. A copy of that letter is attached for your reference.

In our view, SVMIC’s filing raised a credible and significant question about the premiums charged by the company in the past.  We believe that the company may well have been unfairly overcharging Tennessee physicians for many years and asked that you conduct an investigation to determine if SVMIC’s rates have indeed been excessive and if its rates should be reduced even further than the level sought in the filing.

To date, we have received no reply from your office. While I am confident that you are giving our request careful consideration, and while I understand that an investigation of this nature would require time, I would appreciate an acknowledgement and updates as new developments occur.

Sincerely,

Bill Mason

Executive Director
Tennessee Citizen Action 
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