LEAVING A LEGACY

Page 2

LEAVING A LEGACY

By Dr. Pedro E. Garcia and

Dr. Priscilla Partridge de Garcia

One of our greatest fears in life is to die not knowing if our lives really mattered. We believe we have great power and if we so choose we can leave a legacy, we can leave our footprints in this world. Someone wrote, “Fifty years from now, it will not matter what kind of car you drive, what kind of house you lived in, how much you had in your bank account, nor what your clothes looked like.  But the world may be a little better because you were important in the life of a child.”

Teaching may not be the highest paid profession, but it affords us something far greater than wealth.  Teaching allows people the opportunity to help children discover who they are and to help them be the best they can be.  Many people go into teaching because they love children.  Many people choose teaching as a career because they want to follow their desire to emulate a teacher who inspired them and made a difference in their lives.  It is easy to love a good child and to have patience with an obedient student.  It is not so easy to accept a student who acts up, thinks differently, challenges authority and tells us what he/she thinks.  Many teachers daily exhibit the patience, the commitment and the energy to work with children who are facing difficult situations and who may not, at times, be as lovable as they would like them to be. To put it in other words “Thousands of miracles occur in our classrooms everyday.”

We have hundreds of these teachers in Metro Public Schools. Several years ago while visiting a special education class, we saw a teacher work with a most difficult child.  She exhibited unbelievable patience and empathy as she continued to teach her students, even in the most difficult situation.

Teachers reinforce in children the knowledge that they are okay.  Children need love, attention and a sense of belonging.  Teachers meet these needs.  They reinforce positive habits.  They know their students have talents and abilities far greater than the students can even imagine.  These teachers help their students to believe in themselves, in their dreams and in the fact that they can fulfill them through commitment and hard work.

Albert Schweitzer once said to a group of students, “I do not know what your destiny may be, but I do know this:  That not one of you will find the happiness each of you is seeking until you have first sought and found a way in which to unselfishly serve others.”  I believe most teachers learned the lesson Albert Schweitzer was trying to convey.  Those teachers who truly care about their students serve others unselfishly.  They have found a way to serve children.

Alfred Nobel once read his own obituary.  Mistakenly, the newspaper wrote his obituary and not his brother’s, who had just died.  Disappointed by what he read, he decided to do something significant with his life.  He created the Nobel Prize.

We all have a purpose in life.  We all have the ability to make a difference, to reach out and help someone.  Greatness is not in how many people recognize our name.  Greatness comes from being a good person, doing what is right, honoring and respecting others, helping others be the best they can be and helping them fulfill their potential.

Willie Stargell, a former major league baseball player, was asked for his autograph by a young student.  He answered, “Go get your teacher’s autograph.  He will do more for you than I ever will.”  Recently, Alex Rodriguez signed a contract with the Texas Rangers for 200+ million dollars. He will be a rich man for the rest of his life.  He will be popular, even idolized by children.  I wonder, however, if he will help them the way our teachers help our students everyday.  Greatness is not how much money you make.  It is, instead, knowing that you lived an unselfish life, that you touched the lives of many and they are better people because you were in their lives.  Many of our teachers can say that everyday.  They are blessed.  They may not be rich like Alex Rodriguez but they are blessed in ways Mr. Rodriguez may never know.

Finally, many of us are not teachers in the formal sense, but we are teaching all the time by our role modeling, our conversations with others, and the way we lead our lives. Remember, there is formal education in the classroom and informal education all around us. Let’s take an inventory of what we are teaching others about life, love, relationships and kindness.
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