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REFLECTIONS

On April 5, in a special congregational meeting called by the Church Board, members of FBC voted to
apply to the Central Southeast Association of the United Church of Christ for standing as a dually aligned
congregation (meaning that we would have two denominational homes, with the American Baptist Churches
USA and with the United Church of Christ). This vote was the conclusion of a lengthy exploration process by
members, two task forces, visits to nearby UCC churches, and considerable discussion. The possibility of
affiliating with the UCC first surfaced as an option during FBC’s discernment period five years ago. So this
was neither a hasty nor an impulsive decision.

What the decision means, however, aside from lengthening one of the lines on church stationery and our
signage (which will now read something like “a congregation of the UCC and the ABCUSA”), will only
become apparent over time, as we live into this new addition to our church home. The UCC affords us the
opportunity for multiple kinds of engagement in the church world beyond our own four Granville walls,
engagement in everything from nearby church camps, to local conferences on topics ranging from stewardship
to prayer to political advocacy, to partnerships on justice work.

On a deeper level, however, I wonder: what will it mean for our church to no longer experience itself as
a kind of “Lone Ranger,” an isolated community of the faithful, a liberal renegade surrounded by
misunderstanding and hostility? The role of a renegade can be tremendously invigorating—yet it also becomes
wearying after a time, even lonely. In relationship with the UCC, we can begin to learn, again or for the first
time in a long time, the satisfaction of working in tandem with others who live around us here in a shared effort
to grow spiritually and to make our community whole.

Because the UCC, like our Baptist tradition, is based on congregational polity (meaning each
congregation determines its own affairs and priorities), we can expect still to encounter congregations who view
the world much differently than we do, who are not at all in agreement with our values and our way of doing
church. Yet we will also meet congregations who look and sound very much like our own—and that mix of
diversity in congregations among the UCC, while challenging at times, does not become the rationale for any
sort of rejection or excommunication or disfellowshipping.

Saturday, May 2, the local UCC Association will hold its spring meeting, where in two worship services,
one in the morning and one in the afternoon, we will be introduced as a congregation and formally gathered into
affiliation. At the same time, another local ABC church, Tree of Life Community Church in German village,
will also be dually affiliating—and announcing, as they introduce themselves, that last Sunday their
congregation voted to become a Welcoming and Affirming congregation. I hope all of you will plan to attend
one or both of those services, and experience the profound healing that can come as FBC, for so long known as
“the church that got kicked out,” now becomes the church being welcomed in as the most desirable of
neighbors.

Faithfully,
Kathy



SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, May 2™, the Central Southeast Ohio Association of the UCC will
formally gather us in as a dually affiliated congregation. Persons wanting to attend some or all of this
historic meeting, should notify Kathy Hurt or Louise Gemmell in the church office. The following was
in the weekly e-newsletter sent by the Central Southeast Ohio Association of the UCC.

The Central Southeast Ohio Association Annual Meeting will be Saturday, May 2 at David’s United
Church of Christ, Canal Winchester. “Widening the Circle of Christ’s Love” will be the theme. We
will be taking action to grant standing to two American Baptist churches that are seeking to also become
affiliated with the United Church of Christ. Tree of Life Community Church in the German Village area
of Columbus and the First Baptist Church of Granville are both requesting Standing in the Central
Southeast Ohio Association. In recent history it has not happened often that two churches sought to unite
with the Central Southeast Ohio Association. A special day of worship, music and relationship building
is planned for the day. A massed choir is being organized to seek a new anthem by John Carter. The
anthem was commissioned for the 25" anniversary of Westerville Community UCC. Information about
the meeting has been sent to each church. Please save the date for this important Association meeting!

FROM THE RANCHO EBENEZER
MISSION BRIGADE

On April 19th the 2009 Rancho Ebenezer Mission
Brigade will be leading the worship service. We invite
you to join us so that you can hear our stories and see
pictures from the trip.

We would also like to thank the following businesses
for their donations that helped to support our trip.

i ¢ Granville CVS
. * Meijer
VN, * Granville Cleaners
iy A - ¢ Plaza Hardware
frrsnreamae). o [CI Paints
"""""" - ¢ Sherwin-Williams

TMUCHAS : Love
GRAC IAS! Mari)n Hardware

If you have a chance to patronize these businesses,
please thank them for their support.

NOTE FROM THE TREASURER:

Finances for First Baptist Church are as follows for
the end March 2009.

Income = $24,488.12, Expenses = $17,093.48,
therefore for the end of March 2009 we have
excess income of $9,086.17. The year to date actual
loss is now down to $8,738.65.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Sun., Apr. 19 Rancho Ebenezer Mission Brigade
will lead worship service
FBC Board meeting, after worship
Sun., Apr. 26  Lunches on the Square

Sat., May 2 UCC meeting /service (see above

notice)
Sun., May 17 Denison Graduation, 12:30pm
Sun., May 31  Youth Sunday

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION:

APRIL: CANNED FRUIT AND TUNA
MAY: PERSONAL ITEMS

The next LUNCHES ON THE SQUARE date is, Sunday,
April 26". We are still partnering with Trinity Episcopal
Church.

Join in the PEACE VIGILS at Opera House Park
each Saturday, from 9:004AM to 10:00am
and each Tuesday from 5:00to 6:00pm

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND FOR 2009

ALLIANCE OF BAPTISTS CONVOCATION
Weaving with the Spirit — April 17-19, 2009

Park Road Baptist Church, Charlotte, North Carolina.
Visit allianceofbaptists.org for more information.

BPFNA SUMMER CONFERENCE 2009 (as the
BPFNA celebrates 25 years!)

“When There Is Justice, Then Peace Will Come.”
July 20-25, Weber State University, Ogden, Utah
See bpfna.org for more information.

CONVENIENT HEALTH SCREENINGS

Life Line Screening will be at First Baptist Church of
Granville (Education Building) on Wednesday, May 6,
2009, starting at 9:00am.

Life Line Screening screens the carotid arteries in the
neck for Stroke (75% of all strokes are linked to Carotid
Artery Blockage) and the arteries in the legs for Peripheral
Arterial Disease (PAD), which is linked to heart disease
and a third test for Aneurysms in the aortic vessel of the
abdomen. Screening for Atrial Fibrillation (Afib), irregular
heartbeat. They also offer an Osteoporosis bone density
screening. These tests can reveal problems early so that the
issues can be addressed and taken care of before they
become life threatening. Results are mailed back to you
and you are referred back to your own Doctor. These non-
invasive, completely painless screenings take about 10
minutes each and are offered for $45 each ($35 for the
Osteoporosis screening) or have all 5 screenings for $149.
Take care of your own health and pre-register by calling 1-
800-324-1851!




YOUTH

GROUP
* Newes *

AS A PART OF THE PEACEJAM PROGRAM,
members of the FBC Youth recently visited
Kalamazoo, Michigan along with Tom Burkett and
Liz Adair. While there, Daniel Rainwater, Morgan
Oxenrider, Maggie Burkett, Bobbie Jaquish, and
Rachel Dobbelaer listened to speaker Nobel Laureate
Jody Williams and they presented their plans for a
project with the Licking County Habitat for
Humanity.
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Liz, Maggie, Morgan, Rachel, and Bobbie

BAPTIST YOUTH CAMP
Laurel Ridge, North Carolina
June 28 — July 3, 2009

Granville Ecumenical
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 8-12, 2009
9a.m. to noon
Everyone welcome!

The theme this year is “WILDWOOD FOREST,”
DISCOV ER THE UNTAMED NAT URE OF GOD.”

Registration forms are on the table in the back
of the sanctuary and in the church office. All
children, entering preschool (age 4 by 9/30/09)
through sixth grade are welcome to attend.

Anyone high school age or adults are invited to
consider volunteering in some capacity. Because
FBC is one of the host
%4 churches this year, it is

. especially important that
our congregation is well
represented. Contact Kathy Hurt if you are able
to volunteer.

Laurel Ridge (www.laurelridge.org) is a camp owned
by the Moravian Church in the Smoky Mountains of
North Carolina, located one mile from the Blue Ridge
Parkway. Campers (going into grades 7 — 12 next
fall) come from 8 churches in the eastern US, all
churches that are members of the Alliance of Baptists
(www.allianceofbaptists.org). Camp curriculum is
designed every year by a team of youth leaders
representing each member congregation (Julie
Reiswig is our church representative to the planning
retreats). The program comes out of the experiences
of people who think and worship in much the same
way we do, yet who live in different cultures within
our own country.

We’ll drive to camp in private vehicles. We will
leave very early on Sunday, June 28, and will arrive
home in the evening on Friday, July 3. Each
congregation brings its own adult chaperones in a
ratio to the number of campers attending — chaperones
are still to be named.

We’ll spend the week in 12-person cabins by church
group, separated by gender. Morning study groups
will be divided by grade level, and recreational
afternoon groups will be divided by campers’
individual interests. In past summers, one group
hiked on and around the Blue Ridge Parkway, another
canoed down the New River, and another went
“tubing” every day. Other interest groups included
musical performance, art, sports, photography and
writing a camp newspaper. Evening program always
begins with a worship experience created by kids that
day, and ends with a bonfire, a talent show, a party, or
some other fun activity.

Cost to attend in 2009 is $300 which includes
transportation to and from North Carolina.

Please contact Julie with any questions. 587-1588 or
JulieRwig@aol.com.



http://http://
http://www.allianceofbaptists.org
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KROGER CARES PROGRAM IS
NEW AND IMPROVED!

Since March 2006 our youth group has earned $2,327.24
through members and friends of our congregation
shopping with gift cards at Kroger. Now the program is
changing, though we will still continue to receive the same
5% of your shopping total.

Gift cards will cease to be a part of this program.
Beginning May 1 we will receive 5% back from anyone
who has registered their Kroger Plus Card online at the
Kroger Rewards site. Many of us use Kroger Plus cards -
they are the little red plastic tags that hang on our
keychains that allow us to get discounts whenever we shop
at Kroger. There will no longer be an extra step of
purchasing a gift card, or reloading money onto the card.
If you still have a gift card with money on it, we got our
5% credit at the time you reloaded it. When you have
spent the balance, you can discard it, but continue to use
your red Kroger Plus card for every purchase you make at
a Kroger store.

It doesn't matter if you have never used a Kroger gift card,
you can still register your Kroger PLUS CARD online so
the youth will benefit from the 5% donation. Here's what
you need to do:

TO USE THE KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS
PROGRAM:

*  Members must register online at
krogercommunityrewards.com

* Be sure to have your Kroger Plus card handy and
register your card with your organization after you
sign up.

* Ifa member does not yet have a Kroger Plus card,
please let them know that they are available at the
customer service desk at any Kroger.

*  Click on Sign In/Register

Most participants are new online customers, so they
must click on SIGN UP TODAY in the ‘New
Customer?’ box.

Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by entering
zip code, clicking on favorite store, entering your
email address and creating a password, agreeing to
the terms and conditions

You will then get a message to check your email
inbox and click on the link within the body of the
email.

Click on My Account and use your email address
and password to proceed to the next step.

Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards
information and input your Kroger Plus card
number.

Update or confirm your information.

Enter NPO number (83408) or name of organization
(First Baptist Church of Granville), select
organization from list and click on confirm.

To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see
your organization’s name on the right side of your
information page.

REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your
group until after your member(s) register their
card(s).

Do you use your phone number at the register? Call
877-576-7587 to get your Kroger Plus card number.
Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus
card or use the phone number that is related to their
registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for each
purchase to count.

If you are interested in the alternate SCANBAR
method of member registration, please call 800-837-
4483 and a SCANBAR letter will be mailed to you.

THE NEXT FBC BOARD MEETING IS SUNDAY, APRIL 19", 2009, AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICE.

First Baptist Church of Granville
115 W. Broadway
Granville, Ohio 43023
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