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MISSION

Linking community resources with

Nashville public schools to help

young people achieve academic
success and prepare for life

www.pencilfoundation.org
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The number of Nashville businesses, civic
organizations and faith communities
participating as PENCIL Partners has
experienced dramatic growth since the
program’s inception in 1982, PENCIL
hopes fo reach the "High 5"—500

FALL 2004

PUBLIC
EDUCATION
NEEDS
COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT &
LEADERSHIP

The quarterly newsletter for friends of PENCIL Foundation

PENCIL Proclaims “High 5” Goal!

Please assist us in reaching our goal. If you

know of a business or other group that
would like to become a partnering

parinerships—by the end of the school year.
PENCIL Partners Growth

organization with a Metro school, contact
Suzanne Warner at 242-3167 x 225 or

swamer@pencilfd.org.
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INVEST IN NASHVILLE’S CHILDREN. BE A TUTOR, MENTOR AND
ROLE MODEL. BECOME A PENCIL VOLUNTEER.

Volunteers are needed to serve Metro students in PENCIL programs!

Math Partners engage fifth- and sixth-graders in hands-on, minds-on, problem-solving

activities.

Reading Partners serve elementary students as one-on-one and classroom readers.
CHOICES presenters lead eighth-graders in decision-making seminars.
ELL Partners are mentors for English Language

Learners.

To learn more about PENCIL, visit

www.pencilfoundation.org. For information about
volunteer opportunities, contact Nikki Troutman at
242-3167 x 231or ntroutman@pencilfd.org. You may
submit a Volunteer Interest Form online at
www.pencilfoundation.org/volunteer.
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DONORS

As of August 23,2004

AIG American General

Alcoa Foundation

Mrs. Lenna Allen

Allstate Foundation

AMI Foundation

AmSouth Bank

Anonymous (3)

The Ansley Fund

Aome Group

Mr. & Mrs. DeVan Ard, .

Aspect Community Commitment Fund and Community
Foundation Silicon Valley

Mr. & Mrs. Hunter Atkins

Atkinson Public Relations

Sue Atkinson

Ms. Elizabeth S. Baggerly

Bank of America

The Bank of Nashville

Baptist Hospital

Beaman Automotive Group

lames Beard

Fran and Lori Bellante

BellSouth

Belmont University

Roxianne Bethune

Blanton Harrell Cooke & Corzine

Blevins, Inc.

BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee

Pamela Bowker

Bradford Foundation

Linda Bramhall

Terri Breeden

The Bridgestone/Firestone Trust Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Brown

William J. Bryan

Joy & Richard Buck

lames S. Cage

Tasha Cartwright

Caterpillar Financial Services

Roberta Chamber

Ms. Deborah Church

John L. Clark, Jr.

Comcast

Comcast Foundation

Hanna & lim Compton

Thomas Conner

Charles W. Cook, Ir.

loel Cooper

Paul E. Cotton

Country Music Association

Creative Artists Agency

Erin L. Cunningham

Curb Records

Dana Corporation Foundation

Tarsheka Y. Darvin

lana Joustra Davis

Dell

Marty G. Dickens

Dollar General Corporation

Mrs. Sharon D. Doucet

DuPont

Dye, Van Mol & Lawrence

Lake Eakin

laneen W. Edmondson

Educators Credit Union

Elan-Polo, Inc.

Annette S. Eskind

Rod Essig

Lee Fairbend

First Tennessee Bank

Robert Fisher

CHOICES Message Challenges 8th Graders to
Make Good Decisions

This year, hundreds of Metro eighth-graders will
get a firsthand look at how the academic
decisions they make today will have a lasting
impact on their future. This knowledge will be
gained through a volunteerled program, aptly

called CHOICES.

The program has benefited millions of students in
the U.S., Canada and Australia since 1983. It
demonstrates to students that an obvious
relationship exists between academic choices
made today and future opfions.

At the request of Metro Schools, PENCIL is
administering CHOICES with a goal of reaching
approximately 200 classrooms this school year.
Last spring, it recruited and trained volunteers to
pilot the program in 30 classrooms where they
conducted two seminars.

Laura Ross, PENICIL's finance director, was among
these volunteers. I think part of me wanted fo
volunteer because my son was in the eighth-grade
and making decisions about what classes he
would take in high school. It was a stressful time.
It's startling to think about how the decisions you
make at such a young age will have such @
fremendous impact on your future. | wanted fo
be a part of helping other kids realize how
important wise decision-making is. CHOICES
allowed me to do that.”

Volunteers engage the students in aclivities that are both
fun and relevant, focusing on reakife fopics such as
apartment hunfing and money management. Ross shared
that her favorite acivity was the fimeline. “In our CHOICES
presentation kit, we were given a 104oot scroll which
depicted the average life span of a person. The students
then could aciually see how litile time they spend in
school compared with the rest of their lives. They could
also see what few years they have to prepare for
adulthood. Even the teacher told me it was a real eye-
opener fo see a life lesson presented in this way.”

PENCIL is
currently
recruiting
volunteers fo
serve as
classroom
presenters.
Volunteers
attend a brief
fraining
session where
they receive their CHOICES presentation kit, classroom
guide and a small giff to share with students.

Paul Cotion, PENICIL program director and former
Metro teacher, is administering CHOICES and leading
the fraining sessions for volunteers. “Being a CHOICES
presenter is both fun and meaningful,” he said. “The
message that students make everyday choices which
influence their own lives is a powerful one.”

For information about becoming a CHOICES

presenter, visit www.pencilfoundation.org/choices
or confact Paul Cotton at 242-3167 x 228 or
pcotton@pencilfd.org.

Mark October 19 on Your Calendar!
Step into the shoes of a Metro principal!

PENCIL invites business and community leaders
fo participate in the third annual Principal for a
Day. They'll shadow Metro principals for a half-
day on Tuesday morning, October 19.

Comments from Former Principals for a Day
"Serving as principal for the day allows one to
walk in the shoes of those who are determining
the future of our city. One can't appreciate all
the good things that are going on in our schools
without seeing them first hand. Serving as principal

for the day is one of the best ways to educate the
public at large about our school system"
— Sheriff Daron Hall

“It was fun interacting with the children. At the
same time, | gained an appreciation for the
challenges and the great work being done by the
educators in the school.”

— Ric Pennisi, Marsh Managing Director

“| thoroughly enjoyed my visit with the students
continued on page tthree
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Math Partners Begins Fifth Year Serving
Metro Students

“This program has been a tremendous support for the students . . . and allowed my students to see
that studying hard and doing well in mathematics would lead to success.” - Kathryn Dillard

PENCIL proudly announces the commencement
of its fifth year serving middle school students
through Math Partners. In four years, 550
volunteers have served 1,141 students in 19
middle schools, five after-school programs,
and two summer enrichment programs.
Volunteers teach lessons focusing on eight
essential math competencies. Engaged in
handson acfivities, fifth- and sixth-graders apply
acquired math skills, use a variety of problem-

solving techniques, increase concept
awareness, and grow in their understanding of
math’s relevance.

Selected students work with dedicated volunteers and
role models like Caterpillar Financial Services' James
Ramsey. He stafes, "My goal is to fry to help the
students leam to understand math and not fear it. The
'hands-on” participation is a great learning toal. |
guess I'm like a math coach fo the kids. It makes me
proud fo see them come in one way [fearing math]
and leave with greater understanding and a more
positive outlook on themselves and their abilities.”
Echoing his words, Emestine SavilleBrock, Math
Specialist at Ewing Park Middle School, adds that
the knowledge gained from the small group inferaction
often results in the students proudly saying in their
regular math classes, “VWe know thatl We learmed
that in Math Pariners!”

Math Partners has many merits. Not the least is the
opportunity for students fo see the community involved
in their education. The program, comments Saville-
Brock, “reinforces the importance of learing mathematics
and that is it not okay not knowing how to do math.”

She has witnessed firshand that students are “actively
involved in small groups, solving problems, thinking
criically, and having fun.” All this thanks to commitied
community volunteers and supportive educators.
Kathryn Dillard, Bass Middle School Principal: ‘I
sincerely hope that this program will continue because
our sfudents need this additional resource.”

Thanks o donor generosity, Math Partners is a boost
fo boh academic competence and student confidence.
Chris Johnson, Dell’'s Director of Consumer Sales,
asserts, “We value our employees’ involvement in the
community and the opportunity fo develop coaching
skills that will serve them well in their careers. Dell
considers ifs relationship with Math Parners a privilege
and looks forward fo our confinued involvement.”

PENCIL acknowledges the following for their
financial support of Math Pariners: BellSouth, Dell,
Aspect Community Commitment Fund Community
Foundation Silicon Valley, The Frist Foundation,
United Way of Metropolitan Nashville, Toshiba
America Foundation, Alcoa Foundation, Publix

Super Markets Charities, Robert Or-SYSCO.

Mark October 19 on Your Calendar!

Step into the shoes of a Metro principal!
continued from page two

and faculty of Alex Green Elementary School. It
was a pleasure to work with my friend Gracie Porter
as she led a faculty meeting, gently got to the truth
of a bus incident, made an unexpected new student
feel welcome, and patiently helped a parent
understand the necessity of immunization records.
My brief stay at Alex Green helped me understand
the variety of strengths that a principal must possess
to effectively lead a school. Thank you, Gracie!”
— Margaret O. Dolan, Ingram Industries Inc.
Community Relations Manager

To sign up fo become a Principal for a Day,
please contact Suzanne Warner at 242-3167
x 225 or swamer@pencilfd.org.
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Chet Foster

The Frist Foundation

Wiliam Gamble

Ms. Heather A. Gammon

Drs. Pedro E. and Priscilla Garcia
Gaylord Entertainment

Genesco

Gary Gentry

loel C. Gordon & Bernice W. Gordon Foundation
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Greater Nashville Association of REALTORS
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Daron Hall
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HCA
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Heery International
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Denise F. Hickerson

Pat Hidgon

Adriene Hill

Kevin J. Hooper

loyce Howard

Mr. & Mrs. James V. Hunt, Sr.
Susan Hutchins

Martha and Bronson Ingram Foundation™
Ingram Book Company

Iving Materials, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Jackson

J. Alexander's

John R. Jeske

Ms. Aleisha Nicole Johnson
Emma G. Johnson

Chris Johnson

Sandra & Alan Johnson

Ann Johnston

Richard Kelley, Jr.

Sarah L. Knestrick

KraftCPAs

Kenneth Larkin, Ir.

Benita D. Lester

Susan J. Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Lipman
Drew Maddux

Brent Malak

Marsh

The Martin Foundation

Darwin Mason

Mrs. lack C. Massey

Mr. Michael D. McConnell
Edmund D. McClure

Benny R. McNeil

The McWhorter Foundation™
Nancy Flatt Meador

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Melkus
The Memorial Foundation
Robin Saxon Meritt
Metropolitan Nashville Airport Authority
MidAmerica Supply Chain Operations
Mid South Wire Company
Monster Labs, Inc.

Phyllis Moore

Michael Moscardelli

Dena L. Murphy

Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce
Nashville Gas

Kathy Nevill

Odom’s Tennessee Pride Sausage, Inc.
Outback Concerts of Tennessee, Inc.
Enrico J. Pennisi, Jr.

Permanent General Companies
The Pfeffer Foundation
PrimeTrust Bank

Publix Super Markets Charities
The Honorable Bill Purcell
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Calendar of Events

Reading Partners
Orientation

PENCIL ......... September 1, 2, 8, 9,14, 15, 21, 28

Math Partners

Lead Teacher Training

PENCIL oo September 7, 16
Volunteer Training
PENCIL ............. September 9, 14, 21, 23, 28, 30
PENCIL Board of Directors
Quarterly Meeting
Meigs Middle Magnet ...................... September 8
Saint Thomas Science Scholars
Orientation
Saint Thomas Hospifal ..................... September 14
Job Skills Training & Employment Program
Job Fair
PENCIL ..o September 16
CHOICES
Presenter Training
PENCIL .o September 21, 29
PENCIL oo October 7, 12
Reading Partners
Orientation
PENCIL ..o October 7, 13, 21, 27

Saint Thomas Science Scholars
Learning Session I: Musculoskeleton System
Saint Thomas Hospital ............cocoevvei. October 16
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PEMLIL

421 GREAT CIRCLE ROAD
SUITE 100
NASHVILLE, TN 37228

Address Service Requested

PRINCIPALFOR ADAY ...................... October 19
MNPS SCHOOL FAIR AT 100 OAKS..November 6

Saint Thomas Science Scholars
Learning Session II: The Lungs

Saint Thomas Hospifal ...................... November 13
PENCIL Board of Directors
Quarterly Meeting
McGavock High ..o December 8

Job Skills Training & Employment Program
Employer Appreciation Ceremony

PENCIL oo December 9
Job Fair
PENCIL ..o, January 20
PENCIL Board of Directors
Quarterly Meeting
Bordeaux Enhanced Option .......cc.cccvave. March 9
Job Skills Training & Employment Program
Job Fair
PENCIL ..o March 17
PENCIL Board of Directors
Quarterly Meeting
PENCIL oo June 8
Job Skills Training & Employment Program
Job Fair
PENCIL .o June 23

THANKS, OFFICE DEPOT,
FOR YOUR DONATION TO
SCHOOLS!

On August 3, Office Depot representatives
presented elementary principals with more
than 600 backpacks for distribution in Metro
Title | schools.

LR: Richard DeVries, Office Depot's Middle Tennessee District
Manager; PENCIL’s Nikki Troutman, Office Depot’s Business
Development Manager Daisy Casey; Store Managers Eric
Maddox and Doug Stanley
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Purity Dairies, Inc.

RCA Label

Eric Raefsky & Victoria Heil

Jim and Kim Rice

Robert Or-SYSCO

Rockefeller Foundation

Eric Rogers

Rogers Group, Inc.

Laura W. Ross

Brenda Royal

Saint Thomas Hospital

Sam's Club Foundation

Samuel M. Fleming Foundation
lohnetta A. Scales

Amelie P. Sharp

Vicki Shaw

Shop at Home/Scripps Howard Foundation
W. Lucas Simons

SouthTrust Bank
Southwestern/Great American, Inc.
Karen Spacek

Harvey Sperling

Sue Spickard

LaVoneia Steele

SunTrust Bank

Earl Swensson Associates

lanet H. Szczypien

Andrew G. Ta

The Tennessean/Gannett Foundation
The Tennessee Credit Union
Tennessee Department of Education
Tennessee Department of Human Services

Tennessee Department of Labor &
Workforce Development

Tennessee State University

The Tennessee Trust

Tennessee Valley Authority

Kathy Tompkins

Toshiba America Foundation

Byron Trauger

Union Planters Bank

United Way of Metropolitan Nashville
U.S. Bank

Vanderbilt University & Medical Center
Sondra Walker

Betsy Walkup

Wamer Brothers Nashville
Washington Foundation
WeaverHarley Management

Betty & Bernard Werthan Foundation
Jason West

Whirlpool Foundation

Ed and Connie Wiliams

Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Wiliamson
Shirley Zeitlin

Shirley Zeitlin & Company Realtors
Frank Zier

Raymond and Etta Zimmerman Advisory Fund

*The Advised Fund of The Community Foundation
of Middle Tennessee

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Betty-Ashton Andrews

Mimi Bliss

Buford Lewis Company
CAO International

Country Music Association
Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum
Jack Daniel Distillery

Gaylord Entertainment
Hecht's

Hilton Suites Nashville
Horizon Wine & Spirits

Alan Jackson

Carolyn Dawn lohnson

Joslin & Son Signs

Rodney King

Levy Restaurants

Martina McBride

Nashville Predators

Palm Restaurant Nashville
Raffles L'Ermitage Beverly Hills
Christa Schoenbrodt/Studio Haus
Dan Smith

Southwest Airlines

Starbucks

Tennessee Titans

James Threalkill

Phil Vassar



