Dear Parents, 

We are pleased that your child is interested in participating in the Huck Finn Added Adventure during camp this summer. Due to its fun and magical nature, Huck Finn is a very popular Added Adventure. Who isn’t enthralled by the idea of spending a week floating down the river without a care in the world? 
Ah, but it takes preparation for such a journey. During the first week of the session the Huck Finners will be busy planning menus and packing food, preparing the rafts and learning about the river, reading from Huck Finn and, of course, playing a few practical jokes on camp (and me)! 

The following week all of the hard work will really pay off as the 8 tricksters load up their rafts and head for the mighty Mississippi (okay, it's really the French Broad) which will be their home for the next week. During that week the crew will enjoy time exploring caves, fishing, floating in inner tubes, telling ghost stories, star gazing and much, much more! Life on the river sure is great, but it isn't always easy. Campers will need to be very motivated to help with daily chores like catching dinner, cooking meals and washing pots and dishes. They also have to endure any weather that Mother Nature throws their way: hot sun and buzzing mosquitoes can get to even the toughest of campers and counselors. So while the rewards are well worth it, the challenges of an Added Adventure are not for everyone. It is for these reasons that we are carefully reviewing all of the applications for participation in the Added Adventure Program. We want to ensure that all of the participants will not only benefit from the adventure, but that they will also contribute to it.

We have enclosed two questionnaires—one for you and one for your child—to complete. Take your time answering the questions sincerely and honestly, and please help your child to do the same. Please return the questionnaires to the camp office by October 15th, at which time we will review all of the applications and select campers for the adventure. We will need to receive both of these, along with the $450.00 deposit, before we can consider your child for participation. Due to the popularity of this trip, and the limited space on our rafts, please know that some of the campers who apply will not be selected to participate in this journey. 
If you have any questions or if we can help you or your child in any way, I hope that you will call us or even have your child call. We will do all that we can to assist you. Our phone number in Winston-Salem is 336-761-1040.

All the best,

Paige Lester-Niles

Camp Director 

General Added Adventure Course Description

For over 35 years, Eagle’s Nest has been leading participants on wilderness courses in remote areas. Huck Finn is a wilderness program for pre-teens who are interested in seeking greater challenges, forging new trails, forming tight friendships, and embracing the beauty of the natural world around them. 

This course is fun and rewarding, and fosters growth in the participant. Participants are also challenged on the course. During the Added Adventure, each participant will be responsible for carrying his or her own gear. Participants will sleep outdoors, usually under tarps, in conditions that can range from hot and buggy to cold and rainy. With the help of their instructors, they will also be responsible for cooking and cleaning up their meals and for caring for themselves and their belongings. 

Participants who are motivated to learn about the natural world around them, to build wilderness skills and who are in good physical and emotional condition are well suited to this experience. Applicants who are dealing with behavioral or motivational issues should consider another program.

I have read all of the material about this Added Adventure and have a good understanding of the trip for which my child is applying. I understand it will be physically and mentally challenging for my child. I have informed Eagle’s Nest of any physical or emotional issues that could hinder my child’s full participation in this trip or hinder the group experience. I agree to help my child prepare for his or her course by ensuring that he or she has everything he or she needs (i.e. appropriate clothing, medical forms, etc.) as requested by Eagle’s Nest. I will help my child to be successful on this trip by encouraging him or her to physically prepare for his or her course.  I understand that the removal of a camper from the field, for either behavioral or medical issues, can be extremely difficult both logistically and emotionally.  Eagle’s Nest uses all the information provided by parents and applicants to reduce the likelihood of these situations occurring.  I understand that if my child is removed from Huck Finn he or she will be sent home immediately and that I will be responsible for the cost of transporting him or her home from the course. I also understand that there will be no refund for early departure from Huck Finn.  

          Parent Signature ________________________________ Date: ____________________
Huck Finn Parent Questionnaire

Thank you for the thought and care that you put into answering these questions completely. Please return it, along with your child's completed questionnaire, to the Winston-Salem office by October 15th. We will not consider your child for this Added Adventure until we have received these forms.

Your Child's Name: ________________________________ Age: ____ Current Grade: ______

Your Name: _______________________________
Email: _____________________________

Phone number(s) where we can contact you: _________________________________________

1. What would you like for your child to gain from this experience?

2. What do you feel will be the biggest obstacles or difficulties your child will face while on this adventure?

3. Your child will be part of a group of 8 campers. Please describe your child's relationship with his or her peers at home and at school.

4. Is your child's behavior at school a problem? Please explain.
5. Do you find that your child is motivated to help with chores and day-to-day tasks?

6. Has your child ever participated in a similar program or adventure? If so, please explain his or her experiences.

7.    Please describe your child’s swimming ability and experience in open water.
Huck Finn Camper Questionnaire

Huck Finn is a really neat Added Adventure. Using your and your parents' answers to these questionnaires, we will be choosing a group of 8 people to go on this adventure. We would like for you to take a little time to start to imagine what you think this trip might be like and why you think that it would be a good adventure for you to be a part of. As you answer these questions, imagine the feeling of warm sun on your back and the motion of the raft as you float down the river. Once you've finished, give the form to your mom or dad so that they can mail it back to us by October 15th - that's right, you need to finish these by October 15th! We will let you know our decision by early November. Thank you!

Your Name: ____________________________________ Age: _______Current Grade: ________

Email (if you have one): _____________________________________________________________

I have read all of the material about this Added Adventure and have a good understanding of what the trip might be like. I understand that while it will be a wonderful trip, it will be physically and mentally challenging at times. I am ready to work hard, learn new skills, and make new friends. It is my decision to apply to participate in this Added Adventure.

Signed:____________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
1. What is the thing that you most want to do while you're on Huck Finn?

2. Have you ever spent much time on a river or a lake? What’s your favorite thing to do there? 
3. What do you think you'll like the most about being on Huck Finn?

4. What do you think you'll miss the most while you are away from Camp?

5. Do you like to swim? Tell us about your swimming ability.

6. How do you feel about getting really dirty and not having a chance to shower for a week?

7. Are you mischievous? What kind of jokes do you like to play?
8.  If you are selected to be on Huck Finn, what do you think the biggest challenge will be for you?  










