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It looks improbable that the Alliance’s 
license that allows travel to Cuba for 
religious reasons will be reinstated, 
and it is almost certain that we will 
not reapply for a new license once the 
current one expires Nov. 30.

Executive Director Stan Hastey was 
notified on June 29 that our current 
license had been suspended on June 
22 because of a violation of its use. 
The Treasury Department has said 
the violation occurred on a trip by the 
Baptist Church of the Covenant in 
Birmingham.

Stan immediately sent the clarifying 
information requested by government 
officials but still has received no word 
on whether the current license might be 
reinstated. “It has become clear to me 
that folks at Treasury were looking for 
a pretext to suspend our license,” Stan 
said. “It has been almost impossible 
to get a reliable word on what we did 
wrong.”

The new policies would require that 
every individual who would 
travel on the license during 
a two-year period be named 
and that a detailed itinerary 
of each trip be filed with the 
application for the license.

“We have 25 churches 
engaged in partnerships in 
Cuba. Every one of them 
would have to submit a list of 

travelers who intend to go over the next 
two years, the dates of those trips and 
what they intend to do in detail while 
they are there,” Stan said.

Congregations may still apply for 
licenses on a trip-by-trip basis. “The 
word Whitaker used is transparency,” 
Stan said. “He said it is easier for them 
to keep track of who is going and what 
they are doing than with issuance of 
these organizational licenses.”

Ironically, on the day Stan was 
notified of the suspension, he 
also received a shipment of a new 
partnership manual laying out how 
churches can most easily navigate their 
Cuba partnerships. He said he will 
now add a section to that manual that 
explains the congregational licensing 
procedure.

“Churches will contact the Treasury 

Department directly and submit their 
own documents,” he said. “I will advise 
as necessary.”

As to applying for a new license 
when ours – the one that is currently 
suspended – expires on Nov. 30, Stan 
said, “It is almost pointless to reapply. It 
would be burdensome and require a lot 
of time. I am disinclined to reapply at 
this time.”

Stan is involved in forming a 
new coalition on Cuba comprised 
of denominations and other groups 
interested in travel to Cuba. The group 
will talk about various remedies to the 
problem, including administrative and 

judicial. But he thinks the 
most productive avenue is to 
bring pressure on Congress to 
rewrite the laws that are now 
being reinterpreted by State 
and Treasury. 

And as to our partners in 
Cuba, Stan said he has had 
assurance of their prayers for 
us as we try to work this out.

Cuba travel 
license
New policies make 
it impractical for 
Alliance to apply

What to do: Stan is asking Alliance people to contact 

members of Congress about this issue. “We want to bring to 

their attention that the new interpretation of the guidelines for 

travel to Cuba by the State and Treasury departments will bring 

a virtual end to travel to Cuba by religious groups. We hope 

we can jar Congress to action, to rewrite the laws, to make it 

possible for religious organizations to travel to Cuba.”

Members of Iglesia 
Bautista Kairós in Boca 
de Mariel, Cuba, mingle 
with a delegation from 
Baptist Church of the 
Covenant, Birmingham, 
AL, following a worship 
service in March of 
this year during which 
a congregational 
partnership was 
formalized. This is 
the newest of 25 
such partnerships co-
sponsored by the Alliance 
of Baptists and the 
Fraternidad de Iglesias 



Nineteen of the 21 seminary students at this year’s 
Gathering were from Campbell Divinity School.
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By Brian Graves
Through a series of interactive presentations on centering prayer, Bill 

Clemmons led participants at the 12th annual “Gathering of Baptists and 
Others Interested in Spirituality” June 22-25 at Mars Hill College.

“The Gathering continues to feed my soul and raise my hopes that 
individuals and churches will slow down, listen deeply to God and flow 
where the winds of the Spirit are blowing,” said Nancy Holloman-Peede, 

staff member 
of Westwood 
Baptist 
Church, 
Springfield, 
VA, and 
one of 50 
attending.

Twenty-
one seminary 
students 
attended, 
many of them 
supported in 

part by the Alliance 
of Baptists’ Mission 

Offering. Funding for promotional mailings was underwritten by the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.

“I have been feeling a tug to go deeper in my spiritual life,” Heidi Gessner 
said. Gessner, one of the 19 Campbell University Divinity School students 
attending, added the retreat provided “a way to go deeper. This retreat is 
exactly what I needed.” 

The Gathering is coordinated by the Advent Spirituality Center, based in 
Mars Hill. Former Alliance president Paula Clayton Dempsey serves as its 
director. 

Clemmons is a certified presenter of Centering Prayer for Contemplative 
Outreach and an honorary member of the Advent Spirituality Center board 
of directors. 

ðBrian Graves is a student at Wake Forest University Divinity School 
and a member of the board of directors of the Alliance of Baptists.

Spirituality Gathering
Focus is on on centering prayer

Robin Elizabeth Schroeder Brooks has been 
ordained for the ministry by Binkley Memorial 
Baptist Church in Chapel Hill, NC, where she is 
serving as the Minister of Christian Education. 
Robin is a graduate of the Wake Forest Divinity 
School. Alliance Executive Director Stan Hastey 
and board member Velma Ferrell participated in 
the ordination service held on June 19.

Alliance member Lea Slaton has been called as 
pastor of Wilson’s Mills Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) in Wilson’s Mills, NC. Lea is a graduate of 
Shaw Divinity School in Raleigh and was ordained 
by Pullen Memorial Baptist Church in Raleigh last 
year.

 Fellowship Baptist Church of Edison, GA, 
celebrated its 10th anniversary July 16-17. The 
pastor is Bonnie Decuir. For the celebration, 
former pastor Stacey Simpson Duke was the guest 
preacher.

The Association of Welcoming and Affirming 
Baptists has announced the selection of Kenneth 
L. Pennings as executive director. Kenneth’s 
ministry experience includes new church planting, 
fundraising, organizational development, and 
coordination of social justice initiatives and 
ecumenical education opportunities. He also 
serves as coordinator for local ecumenism of the 
Wisconsin Council of Churches.

Recent BTSR graduate Vanessa Ellison 
has been called by Grace Baptist Church in 
Richmond, VA, as associate pastor. Vanessa 
served an internship at Grace while completing 
her seminary degree.

Alliance board member George Sims has been 
named associate vice president for academic 
affairs at Spring Hill College, Mobile, AL. He 
may be reached by e-mail at gsims@shc.edu. 
George goes to his new post from the faculty of 
Muskingum College, Zanesville, OH.

Our newest congregation:
Judson Memorial in Minneapolis

A warm welcome to our most recently affiliated congregation, Judson 
Memorial Baptist Church, Minneapolis, whose senior pastor is Diane K. 
Hooge. The church’s vision statement reads: “We are a spiritually grounded 
community united in providing sanctuary for all who enter. We seek to 
open ourselves to the healing and transforming power of God’s love as we 
seek to follow the life of Jesus: honoring our deepest differences, seeking 
justice and mercy, discovering and implementing our gifts, and nurturing 
our children.”



perspectives (on regulatory agencies)

North 
Carolina 

chapter of 
the Alliance 
to meet in 
October

By Karen Moore
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Bending Toward Gospel Values: How 
Living the Good News Transforms 

Institutions is the theme of the 18th annual 
convocation of the North Carolina Alliance 
of Baptists, Oct. 7-8 at Wedgewood Baptist 
Church in Charlotte. 

Nancy Hastings Sehested, chaplain at Marion 
Correctional Institution, will speak. Drawing 
on her own personal experience, Nancy will 
lead a weekend of retreat and reflection that 
will move us toward claiming our own gospel 

transformation and toward empowering us to be 
Good News. 

All are welcome to attend the convocation on 
Friday evening and Saturday morning, October 
7-8. Children’s programming will be available. 
A pre-convocation Mission Workshop will be 
held on Friday afternoon. Registration deadline: 
October 3. For more information contact: North 
Carolina Alliance of Baptists, c/o Wedgewood 
Baptist Church, 4800 Wedgewood Dr., 
Charlotte, NC 28210.

One of the least known features of our federal system is the 
extent of power given over to the regulatory agencies of the 
executive branch. That is certainly the case at this moment in 
the Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control.

This is the office (hereafter referred to as OFAC) that on June 
23 of this year suspended the license issued to the Alliance of 
Baptists enabling our people to travel to Cuba. Although the 
official Notice of Suspension stated the license would be either 
reinstated or revoked pending completion of an investigation 
into its “alleged misuse,” we’ve had no further 
word. The suspended license was to expire Nov. 
30.

Since our suspension, OFAC has rejected 
applications for new licenses by numerous 
religious bodies that previously held them. These 
include the Board of International Ministries, 
American Baptist Churches in the USA; 
Common Global Ministries Board, Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ; 
and Presbyterian Church (USA). Each of these had submitted 
voluminous data as required under newly announced policies. 
Yet all were rejected.

The new policies, announced March 30 in a letter to the more 
than 200 religious bodies then licensed to travel to Cuba, were 
not mandated by Congress under existing laws. They were not 
even ordered by higher-ups in the Treasury Department. Rather 
they were written inside the Office of Cuban Affairs of the 
State Department and forwarded to OFAC for implementation. 
This sequence of events was described by Kevin Whitaker, 
who until July 29 was chief of the Cuba office, in a July 20 
meeting with seven representatives of religious groups directly 
impacted by the new policies.

It is fair to say, then, that Treasury Department policies 
regulating travel to Cuba under applicable acts of Congress are 
being devised not at Treasury but in the Cuba office at State, an 
office dominated by hard-line Cuban Americans. In the July 20 
meeting, Whitaker told the religious representatives, “What this 
is all about is to bring about change in Cuba.”

Furthermore, Whitaker told his visitors, “The Cuban Council 
of Churches, we have concluded, is an instrument of the 
Cuban government.” Accordingly, he said, no official of that 
ecumenical agency will be granted a visa to travel in the United 
States.

Earlier in the day, during a series of visits to congressional 
offices, the group was told by a legislative assistant to U.S. 
Senator Michael B. Enzi (R-WY) that OFAC “is seen as a kind 
of special agency” that does not follow established procedures 

such as providing for comment periods before new 
policies are implemented or entertaining changes 
to proposed policies. She added that Congress 
exercises little oversight over OFAC, a point 
reiterated later in a meeting with U.S. Rep. Jeff 
Flake (R-AZ), who remarked ruefully, “Once in a 
while we have OFAC up here … to blow smoke in 
our ears.” 

U.S. Rep. James McGovern (D-MA) told the 
group the new OFAC policies that severely restrict travel 
by groups previously licensed, most notably educational 
institutions and religious bodies, have been implemented 
“because they want no contact” between U.S. citizens and 
Cubans. “They should be responsive and held accountable,” he 
declared.

In short, these new policies amount to an egregious abuse 
of power by two departments of the federal government 
– State and Treasury. Within those gigantic bureaucracies, two 
relatively small offices have been granted inordinate power to 
regulate how U.S. citizens may relate to Cubans. With respect 
to their impact on religious bodies, the new travel ban amounts 
to an assault on the free exercise of religion.

Such abuses and assaults must not stand. You may be assured 
I’ll be calling on you to help in a broad-based ecumenical 
and interfaith effort now taking shape to hold these agencies 
accountable and thus restore our ability to travel to Cuba. 
This is a time to take courage from our Cuban friends in their 
constant struggle. With them we say, Venceremos. We shall 
overcome.
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BETTIE HODGES
Board member Bettie Hodges initially became involved 

with the Alliance to battle other Baptists “when we were still 
trying to prevent the fundamentalist takevover of the SBC.”

But she says she has long retired from that battlefield. “I 
have stayed involved because worship at the convocations has 
been so meaningful, because it is comforting to know and be 
with like-minded people, because the partnership model is is 
a better way to interact overseas, and because of many other 
similar reasons.”

Her term on the board expires after the 2006 Convocation. 
“I have been on the Missions Committee my entire tenure; that 
has been very helpful to me since I did not know many of the 
partners at first. It is a challenging to complete the committee’s 
work within the time allotted.”

“Serving on the board has also been inspiring. The talent 
and stature of members and staff are amazing. I feel like I 
have received more that I have given. Meetings are usually a 
place of grace.”

Bettie is a member 
of First Baptist Church 
in Savannah, GA, is 
retired from the City 
of Savannah, and 
currently works part-
time for a structural/
civil engineer. She 
earned a B.A. degree 
from Southwestern at 
Memphis (now Rhodes 
College) and a Master 
of Public Administration from Georgia Southern.

She was born in St. Louis but grew up all over the southeast 
with a detour through northern Ohio. She likes to garden, to 
handwork and take in students from around the world. And, 
she wishes she could visit her new granddaughter in Montana 
more often.

Join
US2006convocation


