Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association
Board Meeting

April 24, 2008

Present:  Ambrose, Beard, Boone, Clapper, Fisher, Hart, Karwedsky, Lyle, McCarter, Charlie Penley, Connally Penley, Qualls, Shultz, Troutman, Wilkerson, Williams
Absent:  Boord, Burr, Davis, Fussell, Ganstine, Spencer, Strausbaugh,
Guests:  Lucy Garrabrants, Susan Lohr, Mack Pritchard
President Henry Ambrose called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Radnor Lake Visitors Center, Nashville, Tennessee.

Henry informed the Board of grant opportunities from American Whitewater and TWRA.  He read a thank-you note from the Land Trust for Tennessee thanking TSRA for their conservation gift.
Minutes.  Sherry Beard presented the March minutes, which had been sent to Board members in advance, for approval.  The minutes for March were approved as presented.

Financial Report.   Jim Clapper presented the March financials.  He noted that there are still outstanding items from Winter Paddling Clinic and Rendezvous and that the Rendezvous auction realized approximately $5,000.  The financials were approved as presented.

Trips.  Jack Lyle said that there was mostly positive feedback from a trip perspective at Rendezvous.  He passed out a draft of the new trip leader booklet for Board members to look over and let him know of any changes.  Waivers are being reviewed to determine if both waivers are needed or if the ACA waiver will suffice.  He will let us know when the legal opinion is obtained.  
Henry noted that for 2008, members of both TSRA and ACA can sign one waiver for the year.  The Board expressed concern about one annual waiver and said that there is an advantage for a trip leader to have individual trip waivers.
Access.  Patty Shultz reported.  Pinkerton Park access is on hold for the time being until issues that the City of Franklin Codes Department has can be worked out.  Jim Clapper requested that any new grants include a line item for administrative overhead.
Conservation.  Barnett Williams informed the group of the on-going threat on the Cumberland Plateau.  There is still property that needs to be purchased and the danger of development is real.  Such development could threaten the streams on the plateau.  TSRA needs a process to keep abreast of what is going on.  Barnett asked that the Board approve the formation of a committee to glean information and give a summary of the situation.  
Mack Pritchard said that the Cumberlands have been a great resource but are being hammered due to climate changes and population increases.  Rock harvesting is a great concern and the current administration is not sympathetic to this threat.  

One suggestion was to work with land trusts and other organizations to protect the pockets of land that are threatened.    Barnett was authorized to put a committee together to formulate a structure and process and report back at the next meeting.
Annual Meeting.  The Annual meeting is September 27th.  Sherry Beard will chair.

The Board discussed the need for programming for additional events.
Planning Retreat.  Mike Qualls reported that the results of the retreat are back.  He, Henry, and Clyde Troutman met with the consultant and will have recommendations at the next meeting.
Intro to Paddling School.  Susan Lohr is coordinating the school and reported that the afternoon session is full and the morning session is filling up fast.  She asked for assistance in getting the rental boats to the location.
Instructor School.  Connally reported that 25 people have signed up.  There is a good mix of current and new as well as all levels and types of boats.

Miscellaneous.  Lisa McCarter reported on the Percy Priest Clean-up on May 3rd.  She, Tim Keen, and Mike Orton are spearheading the paddling contingent.  Henry asked if TSRA could have a booth.  Susan Lohr will set one up.
The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry K. Beard

