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PENCIL Expands to Sumner County

PENCIL Foundation has been pairing
business, community and faith-based
organizations with Nashville public
schools for 22 years through its PENCIL
Pariners program. This year, PENCIL
has taken that model to neighboring
Sumner County Schools o expand
schoolcommunity relationships. The

inifiative is a collaboration involving
PENCIL, the Sumner school district an
a group of passionate Sumner County
business leaders. An advisory council of 17
business and community leaders has been
established and will meet quarterly to monitor
progress within the program.

The program is having a wonderful start
thanks to the overvvhe|ming response from
schools and businesses throughout the
county. To date there are 14 partnerships
established and relationships are quickly
building. For example, Quebecor World,
publisher of educational magazines
including Highlights, will have elementary
students tour their plant to witness the
printing process from start to finish. Bill
Sinks, with Bluegrass Beverages, is sfarting
an incentive program for eighth-graders,
encouraging the students to make the honor

L-R: PENCIL’s Kara Scruggs with Station Camp High School Principal
d David Hallman and David Resha, CEO of the school’s partner American
Security Bank & Trust

roll. PENCIL is proud to have businesses
like these get involved in public education.

Thanks is extended to Sumner Regional
Health Systems, Hendersonville Chamber
Foundation, The Memorial Foundation,
Hendersonville Medical Center, Forward
Sumner, Dollar General Corporation,
SunTrust Bank, Hendersonville IDB, and The
Merwin Foundation for their support of

PENCIL - Sumner County.

If you know a business or organization in

Sumner County that would like to become
a PENCIL Partner, contact Program Manager
Kara Scruggs at 242-3167 x 263 or

kscruggs@pencilfd.org

PENCIL Founder
Honored

As part of the Bank of America Charitable
Investments program, PENCIL founder and
board director Sue Spickard and four other
community volunteers were recipients of the
local Hero Award. John Stein, the bank’s

state-wide president, presented the award

Sue (right) with Bank of American Senior VP Karen Christian at a November 15 ceremony.
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One Volunteer + 30 Minutes = Lasting Legacy

Are you interested in leaving a lasting legacy
that'll take only 30 minutes of your time each
weeke You have the opportunity to do just

that through PENICIL's
Reading Pariners. Since
the program’s inception
in 2000, nearly 8,000
students in Metropolitan
Nashville Public Schools
have benefited from the
services of frained
volunteers working in
elementary classrooms.

PENCIL salutes its PENCIL Partners, volunteers
and funders for confinuing fo share their resources
with young sfudents. Program accomplishments
include the following:
® Provided tutoring during this past school
year to 332 students, surpassing our goal
by 20%.
® Tutored 949 students in 54 schools since
program inception.
e Served 6,837 students through volunteer
classroom readers since 2000.

By reading aloud to an entire class or
futoring a struggling reader, a Reading
Partners volunteer helps a student increase
reading proficiency while building
confidence and selfesteem. Each volunteer
serves as a positive role model and mentor,
sharing a wealth of new ideas and
experiences. The program provides a
framework of community support that
demonstrates a high degree of commitment
to Nashville's children.

For two years, John Van Mol, CEO and President
of Dye, Van Mol & lawrence, has tutored a student
at Kirkpatrick Elementary. He shares, “Artaveous
is my Reading Pariner, and he makes my week.
There is just no subsfiute for the good feeling | gef
upon seeing his bright eyes and quick smile when
| come fo the classroom door. My commitment
is small, but | wouldn't rade anything for it. A few
minutes each week fo help a litfle eight- or nine-
yearold along? In the grand scheme of things,
a very small invesiment. But maybe the most
important thing | do. | view the Reading Pariners
program as being tremendously important.”

Principal Kim Fowler agrees: “Reading Pariners
is an asset to our school and we hope that
it will continue to thrive. It has fruly assisted
us here at Kirkpatrick. Ve believe that we
have additional support that will help us
overcome the challenges we face each day.”

PENCIL recognizes the following for their
financial support of Reading Pariners: Martha
and Bronson Ingram Foundation Advised Fund,
The Cal Tumer Family Foundation, Creative
Artists Agency, Comcast Foundation, Marsh,
The Memorial Foundation, United Way of
Metropolitan Nashville, Bank of America,
Rogers Group, Inc., Dollar General Corporation,
The Tennessee Trust, Dana Corporation
Foundation, Scripps Howard Foundation and
Sam’s Club Foundation.

Join hundreds of volunteers in making a real
difference in the lives of children. To leam
more, p|eose confact Ann Johnston af

242-3167 x 232 or ajohnston@pencilfd.org.

Comcast Cares Day

On Saturday, October 2, Mayor Bill Purcell and Virgil Caudill, Comcast’s area vice president and general manager, participated in
Comcast Cares Day at McGavock High School. At breakfast, the Mayor commended 300 local Comcast employees and their families
for volunteering to paint more than 4,000 square feet of McGavock wall space. Also, as a part of Comcast Cares Day, a national
company-wide initiative, a grant was awarded PENCIL by The Comcast Foundation.
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Volunteer Tracking in MNPS Made Simple

This year there’s a much easier way o track volunteer service
in Metfropolitan Nashville Public Schools. Formerly, volunteers
entered their service information info notebooks in the school
office that dedicated secrefaries spent hours at year's end

fallying. Currently, Metro is implementing a userfriendly,
online volunteer tracking system.

For two years, PENCIL has worked with the school district
and United Way fo develop a web-based system for use
in all Nashville public schools. Initially, 17 schools
participated in a pilot project, which allowed volunteers
document their time and services electronically.

The MNPS Volunteer Database has been expanded to a
additional functions, so that:

www.schoolvolunleers.org

fo

I Metro schools and updated with

e \olunteers can track and view their hours at any Metro school.

Schools can list and update their volunteer needs.

Schools can search for needed community services.

The entire community can view reports by school, d

Schools can search their current volunteers by name, activity, and organization.

Community organizations can offer services to individual schools.

istrict, or organization.

School volunteers log their hours at www.schoolvolunteers.org on any computer with web

access. It takes only a few minufes to set up an account.

PENCIL asks all volunteers to sign

on and log the time they so generously give in support of public education.

Partners Participate as Principals

In October, 175 community and business
leaders went into 130 Metro schools
taking the reins as principal for a few
hours. Afterwards they atiended a
luncheon at the Curb Center at Belmont
University with their host principals. PENCIL
is grateful fo everyone who participated
in Principal for a Day and made it a great

SUCCESS. Hume-Fogg jazz band plays while Principal for a Day guests enjoy lunch.

These 55 PENCIL Partners had representatives serving as principals for the day:

15th Avenue Baptist Church ® AmSouth Bank e Asurion Insurance Services ® Atkinson Public Relations
Barnes & Noble Booksellers ® Bass, Berry & Sims PLC e Belle Meade Landscapes © BellSouth

Belmont University ® Caterpillar Financial Services Corporation

e Comcast ® Creative Artists Agency

Davidson County Juvenile Court Clerk ® Davidson County Sheriff's Office ® Davis-Kidd Booksellers
Deloitte & Touche ® Dollar General ® DuPont  Dye, Van Mol & lawrence @ First Investors
First Tennessee Bank e Frist Center for the Visual Arts ® GrassMasters lawn and landscape
The Greater Nashville Association of REALTORS e Heery International ® Kroger Company

leadership Donelson-Hermitage ® Marsh ® Massey Eleciric Compa

ny ® Meharry-Vanderbilt Student Alliance

Metropolitan Nashville Airport Authority ® Napierlooby Bar Association ® Nashville Electric Service
Nashville Gas ® Nashville General Hospital ® Nashville Zoo at Grassmere ® R. H. Boyd leadership Society
Rogers Group, Inc. ® Salama Urban Ministries ® Senior Citizens, Inc. ® Skyline Medical Center
Sonic Drive-n, Old Hickory ® Sterling Consulting Group, Inc. ® SunTrust ® Target
Tennessee Society of Professional Engineers ® Tennessee State University ® Tennessee Valley Authority
The Tennessee Credit Union ® Tuck-Hinfon Architects ® Vanderbilt University
Vanderbilt University Medical Center ® Vulcan Materials Company ® WalMart © White Castle
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Dear PENCIL Volunteers and Supporters,

Bank of America as a Llocal Hero.

As another year comes fo a close, it seems most appropriate fo end with a thank you to a very special
lady—Sue Spickard, one of PENCILs founding board members. Recently, Sue was honored by

The award, presented as part of the Neighborhood Excellence Initiative, recognizes and honors local
leaders whose achievements and leadership on local issues contribute significantly to neighborhood
vitality. Included with the award was a check for $5000 from Bank of America Foundation, which Sue
presented to PENICIL in support of our work with partners and volunteers.

Sue was nominated for the award for her determined efforts to promote effective public education for all Nashville children
for more than 23 years. In the early 80s, she was insfrumental in researching models for community involvement in schools
and making a proposal to local business leaders that resulted in the formation of PENCIL in 1982. She has served
enthusiostically and firelessly on our board since that time.  She is committed to the belief that community involvement and
leadership in public education foster academic success and life-sustaining careers for Nashville citizens.

Sue has been a special blessing for me and for PENCILs previous executive directors. She is dedicated and always ready
fo lend a hand. She is fruly @ local hero for Nashville public school children, their teachers, and their partners in the community.

Thank you to Sue and to all of you, our local heroes, for the
work you do for our children.

Sincerely,

Connie Williams, Executive Director

Happy Holidays!

Wishing you and yours

JOY & PEACE
during this festive season and
throughout the New Year.

JTG Connects to Success

New program to reach students in grades nine through eleven

PENCIL's Jobs for Tennessee Graduates program was recently
awarded a new grant fo restart a previously successful
component known as “Connect to Success”(CTS). Funded
by the Nashville Career Advancement Center through the
Workforce Invesiment Act, CTS will expand  program services
to 80 students in grades 9-12 in four Metro high schools:
Glencliff, PeartCohn, Whites Creek and Hunters Lane.

While JTG's focus has been on serving atrisk high school
seniors for over 20 years, CTS allows job specialists to
work with students in grades @-11.

“I's exciting to know that we now have the resources fo serve
our younger students again,” said JTG Program Director Carmen
Sparkman. “CTS will ensure that our students who face so
many challenges and struggles will receive our continued
support. A ninth-grader could receive five years of program

services since TG continues fo work with students one year
after graduation. Our plan is to enroll students in CTS, then
move them info our seniorlevel program.”

Program services through CTS began in November. Each
student enrolled in the program is first tesfed fo defermine
if academic deficiencies exist. An individualized life plan
is then developed which outlines each student's career goals
and inferests. \Working one-on-one with students, a PENCIL
job specialist helps outline the necessary steps needed to
meet career goals.

last year, more than $65,000 in scholarships was awarded
fo JTG sfudents. Job specialists are anxious to increase that
amount by working with more students than ever before,
motivating them to stay in school, eam a high school diploma
and achieve the goals they set for themselves.

Mayor’s First Day Festival
Snapshots

L-R: Event Attendees Eager to Enter;
Visitors to PENCIL’s Booth;,

Policeman’s Best Friend




Christmas in August?

It seemed Santa had come early to Paragon Mills Elementary when employees from Dell, the school's PENCIL Partner,

delivered a fruckload of supplies and a banner—signed by Dell folks—fo welcome students and tfeachers back to
school. As the truck emptied and the hall filled, the faculty was jubilant. Joy to the world!

Ceremony Honors MLK Partners

Community partners work in unison to enhance learning

In September, Martin Luther King, Jr. Academic Magnet High
School held a parnership ceremony for its newest PENCIL
Partiner—Monster Labs, Inc./SiteMason. The ceremony also
included the reaffirmation of the school's other PENCIL
partnerships with Baptist Hospital, Smith Seckman Reid, Inc.,
Tennessee State University's Department of Biology, and the
Tennessee Society of Professional Engineers. General Sessions
Judge leon Ruben officiated at the ceremony, signing and
distributing partnership cerfificates.

In addition to the school’s “official” PENCIL Partners,
representatives from Fisk University’s Biology Depariment,
Meharry Medical College, Outback Steakhouse, and
Vanderbilt University’s Pharmacology Department were
honored for their time and expertise that enrich the MLK
academic experience.

PENCIL
thanks

HECHT’S
for honoring our
organization at the grand
opening of your lovely

new store aft

The Mall at Green Hills.

"Enthusiasm for being good community partners with
MLK conveys their commitment fo education,” states
Principal Ervin Tinnon. “The school wants to honor its
community partners and give them the public recognition
they deserve for being highly involved and making a
real difference in the Nashville educational arena.”
Tinnon and PTSA President Hal Balthrop concurred
that an “adoption and reaffirmation” ceremony was
an effective and formal means by which the MLK
students, parents and educators could honor their
community partners.

For the community-school partnership leaders to become
acquainted, a reception was held following the
ceremony. Guests shared information about their
involvement at MLK. During the discussion, they
concluded that they were offering different, yet
connected, educational opportunities.

“The objective of the school administration and PTSA,"
comments Balthrop, “is to maintain ongoing and
open communication with our community partners
through periodic meetings, frequent e-mails, and
postings on the MLK website. At the reception,
parinership representatives reflected upon many ways
to be actively involved. They acknowledged that
their collaboration is the best community partnership
strategy for enhancing leaming at the magnet school.”

INVEST IN NASHVILLE’S CHILDREN. BE A TUTOR, MENTOR AND
ROLE MODEL. BECOME A PENCIL VOLUNTEER.

Volunteers are needed to serve Metro students in PENCIL programs!
® Math Partners engage fifth- and sixth-graders in hands-on, minds-on, problem-solving activities.
® Reading Pariners serve elementary students as one-on-one and classroom readers.
e CHOICES presenters enage eighth-graders in wise academic decision-making seminars.

To learn more about PENCIL, visit www.penciltd.org. For more information about volunteer opportunities, contact

Nikki Troutman at 242-3167 x 23 1or ntroutman@pencilfd.org.



Calendar of Eventis

Frist Foundation Educator Awards

Symposium
PENCIL oo January 18
Job Skills Training & Employment Program
Job Fair
PENCIL ..o, January 20

Saint Thomas Science Scholars
Learning Session lll: The Heart

Saint Thomas Hospital ... January 22
Learning Session IV: The Brain

Saint Thomas Hospital ...................... February 12
Caterpillar Student Writers Showcase
Entry Deadline
PENCIL ..o February 25

Saint Thomas Science Scholars

Learning Session V: Oncology

Saint Thomas Hospital ..., March 5
PENCIL Board of Directors
Quarterly Meeting
Bordeaux Enhanced Option ..................... March 9
Job Skills Training & Employment Program
Job Fair
PENCIL oo March 17
—

Smiling faces reveal grateful hearts as students delight in donated

school supplies.

421 GREAT CIRCLE ROAD

SUITE 100
NASHVILLE, TN 37228
Address Service Requested

PENCIL Foundation
A LITTLE NIGHT OF MUSIC
Couniry Music Hall of Fame & Museum .. March 30

Saint Thomas Science Scholars
Learning Session VI: The Immune System
Saint Thomas Hospital ..o April 9

Caterpillar Student Writers Showcase
Awards Ceremony (Grades 3-8)

Glendliff High ... April 13
Awards Luncheon (Grades 9-12)
Tennessee State University .............ccccoo.... April 14
PENCIL Foundation
SPRING CELEBRATION
Head Middle Magnet ..., May 12
PENCIL Board of Directors
Quarterly Meeting
PENCIL oo June 8
Job Skills Training & Employment Program
Job Fair
PENCIL ..o June 23

“Thanks, Rogers Group.
Your thoughtfulness has
been so helpful!””’

Dottie Critchlow, Principal
Park Avenue Elementary Enhanced Option School

Nonprofit
Organization
US Postage
PAID
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Permit #285
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