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An Actor’s Tale 
A Tribute to 

Heath Ledger 
 
By Lillian Davis 

Tinseltown has suffered a 
huge blow with the loss of a 
talented leading man. Heath 
Ledger, 28, was found dead 
in his SoHo apartment on 
Tuesday, January 22. His 
body was discovered by his 

masseuse, Diana Wolozin. He was pronounced dead at 3:45 pm ET. The 
exact cause of death is still undetermined while the world awaits the 
results of the coroner’s report. Regardless of the cause, Ledger’s death is 
a tragic loss of tremendous talent and a love for his career that few ever 
find in life.  
 Ledger is survived by the love of his life, his 2-year-old 
daughter, Matilda and his family: father, Kim; mother, Sally; and three 
sisters, Kate, Ashleigh, and Olivia. 
 Heath Ledger was born April 4, 1979 in the beachfront town of 
Perth, Australia. His father Kim, an engineer of race cars, and his 
mother, Sally, a French teacher, divorced when Ledger was only 11 
years old. He began acting at the age of twelve when he landed the role 
of Peter Pan in a community theater production. “It took a lot of guts,” 
Ledger once said about his role in tights. “ 

For a 12-year-old kid, that can be damaging amongst your peers." 
Ledger left his hometown of Perth at 16 and traveled to Sydney to chase 
his dreams of acting even further. He landed the role of a gay cyclist on 
an Australian TV show, Sweat.  
 It was in 1998 when Heath Ledger made his place on the big 
screen in America when he starred opposite Julia Stiles in the teen 
comedy 10 Things I Hate About You. The movie earned over $50 million 
at the box office. However, Ledger very much hated the idea of being 
labeled a teen heartthrob, thus he turned down many roles in teen flicks 
for the next year or so. 

In 2000, Heath Ledger proved he had what it took to be a leading 
man in Hollywood when he landed the role of Mel Gibson’s son in The 

Patriot. At the age of 21, Ledger received much critical acclaim for his 
role in this drama about the Revolutionary War: "The Aussie newcomer 
has the talent and looks to become a major star,” stated the Rolling 

Stone, making quite an accurate prediction of what was to become 
Ledger’s career.  

One year later in 2001, Ledger was named one of People 
magazine’s “50 Most Beautiful People.” Shortly thereafter, filming 
began on A Knight’s Tale, an adventurous comedy which earned more 
than $117 million worldwide. The success of the film and Ledger’s 
brilliant portrayal of William Thatcher, a born-peasant of London who 
dreams of becoming a knight, launched Ledger’s career further into 
stardom. That same year, Ledger also starred opposite Billy Bob 
Thornton and Halle Berry in Monster’s Ball.  (Continued on Page 5) 
 

Super Bowl Means . . . 
By: Justin B. Bradford 

 Another year, another Super Bowl.  That means another year that 
the National Football League (NFL) forgets about the fans.  By the time 
this article prints, the Super Bowl will have come and gone.  Fans will 
now have to wait until August to experience football of any sort, unless 
of course you include Arena Football and last time I checked, Nashville 
lost its team…again.  Fans now have to endure the entire summer 
without our beloved game of football.  Does the NFL even care that we 
have to go the summer without football?  In a word, no.  They know that 
in July, fans will be lined up at the ticket counters, waiting to pour hard-
earned money into purchasing tickets for the fall.  Americans will spend 
millions of dollars buying tickets, apparel, and body paint to support 
their team, but what will the NFL do for us?   

Last season, the league hosted a game between the Miami 
Dolphins and New York Giants in London, England.  The game went 
over very well as the first 40,000 tickets were sold within 90 minutes.  
That is all fine and dandy, but what about the fans of those teams back in 
the United States?  Each team has eight home games in a 16-game 
season, and in this case, the Miami Dolphins lost out on a home game.  
This means fans lost out on seeing their team play when they are the 
ones that support the team.  Sure, it is great to show the world American 
football, but with the recent flop of NFL Europe, do we really think the 
sport will catch on across the pond?  

 
Football for the 

majority of the world is 
what Americans call 
soccer.  Soccer is the most 
recognized sport in the 
world and I think the league 
is wasting its and the fan’s 
time and money to play 
games in other countries 
when there are plenty of 
people that will support the 
team here.  

Along with hosting 
a regular season game overseas, the NFL has discussed the possibility of 
hosting more games overseas and the possibility of having teams 
overseas.  Even more of a ludicrous idea is hosting the Super Bowl 
overseas.  This has been a serious discussion amongst many in the 
league and it is outrageous!  The average ticket price for the Super Bowl 
is $800.  If the game is taken overseas, I would like to know how a fan 
will be able to afford $800 for a ticket to the game and $800 for a plane 
ticket.  How the hell is a fan supposed to afford this kind of ticket price?   
(Continued on Page 8) 

 

Wait, CU has a radio station?Wait, CU has a radio station?Wait, CU has a radio station?Wait, CU has a radio station?
By Jeremiah McElwain 

If I were to take a walk through 
campus, and stop random students, or even 
faculty for that matter, and ask them what 
the call letters are for Cumberland’s radio 
station, more than likely I would receive a 
bunch of blank stares.  Very few people in 
the Cumberland family know that CU even 
has a radio station.  To answer my own 
question, the call letters are WFMQ, and 
they have been the same since, wait, is that 
right?  1969? 

That’s right; Cumberland University 
has had its own FM radio station since 1969.  

President Earnest L. Stockton began an inquiry into obtaining a radio station 
for the University back in 1966, and just a few years later, CU had its own FM 
station, compliments of WCOR Station Manager, Mr. Bill Barry. 

Since its inception in 1969, WFMQ has seen its share of troubles.  
In 1976 WFMQ’s license to broadcast was revoked because the renewal 
application was filed late.  In 1978 Vanderbilt filed a lawsuit with the 
FCC stating that WFMQ had been silent for the previous three years, 
and Vanderbilt wanted to increase their broadcasting power, WFMQ 
should be taken off the airways.  The FCC sided with Vanderbilt, 
although not entirely.  Rather than losing its ability to broadcast, WFMQ 
was dropped from a 10,000 watt station, to a 1,000 watt station, and was 
forced to change its place on the dial from 91.3 to 91.5. (Cont on Pg 7) 
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Hope Floats? 
By Jeremiah Donnell 
 
It is hard to keep the overwhelming surplus the 
Tennessee Lottery has created for its education fund 
a secret. The reason, it totals more than $450 million.  
So, the state legislature feels it has to do something 

with this “unseemly” overflow of capital to ensure the State will no 
longer be in the position of having too much money.  Fortunately, 
Governor Phil Bredesen outlined his plan for using this massive surplus 
in his State of the State Address on January 28. 
 Lawmakers have suggested, quibbled over, and dismissed several 
ideas as the fund has continued to grow, but it appears the conclusion is 
at hand.  Bredesen stressed how important it is to retain the merit basis 
for the scholarships then announced his intention to lower the mandatory 
college GPA for keeping the award from 3.0 to 2.75.  Can we say non 
sequitur?  Of course, he has his reasons.  Apparently, 80% of students 
who initially qualify for the HOPE scholarship lose it at some point prior 
to graduation; perhaps there are not as many brilliant, young 
Tennesseans as planners hoped.     
 But it doesn’t end there.  Bredesen wants half of the surplus, 
some $200 million, to aid TSAC (Tennessee Student Assistance 
Corporation) who gives out money based more on economic status than 
academic achievement.  This means “low income” students with strong 
C+ averages in high-school will be more able to attend universities.  I do 
not mean to seem insensitive, but someone who did well to maintain a 
2.0 in high-school is merely being set up for failure by receiving an 
endowment for college. 
 This trend of “making college available to everyone” actually 
frightens me a bit.  What will my Bachelor’s Degree be worth if 
suddenly everyone, regardless of effort or aptitude, gets one?  My 
competitive edge in the marketplace that everyone has been promising 
me will disappear.  My paranoid prophecy does depend on one variable, 
our colleges and universities lowering their standards to accommodate 
these, less capable students.  And do they have an incentive to do that?  
Oh yes, several hundred million dollars in tuition.     
 I should probably not criticize the status quo without offering 
other solutions.  My own humble suggestions are as follows: students 
who do meet strict requirements often need more than $4,000 to make 
certain institutions a viable option so the amount of the scholarships 
could be raised, more assistance could be offered beyond the 
undergraduate level as some choose to pursue Graduate work, those 
unfit for college (e.g. high-school GPAs of 2.0) could be trained 
elsewhere such as technical/trade schools, etc.  Unfortunately, problems 
in education cannot be fixed simply by throwing money at them. The 
Governor’s allocation of $450 million is doing not only this, but is 
throwing it in no direction but up in the air.       

Filling Farnsley’s Shoes 
By Emily Keene-Reyes 
 

Sadly, Cumberland recently lost an 
extremely hard working Fine Arts Professor and 
Dean, Dr. Stephen Farnsley, and the Fine Arts 
program has been seeing the impact that this one 
man had on the University since his last day.  He 
was a multi-talented man who knew exactly what 
the School of Fine Arts needed to continually succeed, and he 
accomplished everything with a warm hearted, charismatic attitude that 
was infectious to everyone around.  Without his presence, the Fine Arts 
program has definitely felt a major slump, and one question remains:  
Who is going to fill Farnsley’s shoes?   

Answering this question is quite tricky because there is not any 
one thing that makes a good Dean.  To be a good Dean, a person must 
have exceptional patience.  This is perhaps one of the most important 
characteristics that a Dean must have.  They must be able to advise 
hundreds of students and parents on issues regarding the University, 
schedules, and the Fine Arts program, all the while keeping the faculty 
and the administration happy. What’s more, they must also complete the 
job requirements of a Fine Arts Dean, which includes overseeing each 
division of the School of Fine Arts (art, dance, theatre, band, and 
chorus).  This is no small task.   

Not only does the new Dean need to be patient, but they should 
also be able to communicate on a personal level with both the faculty 
and the students.  Dr. Farnsley always had a million things to do, but 
always had time for a student to step into his office. He always took the 
time to answer any questions the student had.  He always made the 
student feel like they were number one on his agenda.  He even did all 
this with a wonderful sense of humor.   

Dr. Farnsley had a very witty personality, and his presence lit up 
every room he entered due to his caring nature.  He was humble and 
good humored enough to have joked about this article that he lit up the 
room due to his slightly fleshy hairline. Thats the kind of man Farnsley 
was.   

He was a great mediator between the students and the professors, 
and he was able to unify the whole School of Fine Arts, making the 
program successful.  He always put other’s needs before his own, and 
still managed to accomplish everything that was required of him and 
more!  So what would make a good Dean?  That question remains a 
mystery. But one thing is certain — whoever takes Dr. Stephen 
Farnsley’s position as the Dean of the School of Fine Arts is going to 
have some very large shoes to fill! 
 

 
 

Take a Little Trip: Applying for a Passport 
By: Megan Lee 
 
Whether you are planning a romantic 
Valentine’s getaway with your sweetheart, 
visiting family overseas, or flying out to get a 
front row seat for the next Olympic Games, 
you’ll need a passport to get there. Fortunately, 
a few simple steps should have you on your 
way in no time! 

According to the US Postal Service guidelines, an official birth 
certificate (the typed version, not the one with your baby footprints and 
hospital seal) and valid driver’s license are the most common forms of 
identification presented by passport applicants. A completed application 
must also be submitted. These are available on site. Two 2”x2” photos 
are also required. Some locations have certain time slots set aside to take 
photos on site, but others require applicants to provide their own photos. 
Walgreen’s is currently running a special on passport photos for $12. 

The two closest locations to apply for a passport are the Wilson 
County Court here in Lebanon, and the Clerk and Master’s Office in 
Gallatin. The Wilson County Court is located at 228 East Main Street 
and can be reached by phone at 444-0314. Gallatin’s Clerk and Master’s 
Office is located at 100 Public Square, room 400. Their telephone 
number is 452-4282. Both locations can be reached during standard 
business hours, Monday through Friday. The USPS website 
(www.usps.com/passport) offers a search function to help you find other  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
locations close to your zip code. There is also a section with answers to 
the most commonly asked passport questions. 

The only downside to obtaining a passport is that they add 
another cost to the already long list of expenses for your trip. For 
applicants sixteen and over, the acceptance fee is $30 and the application 
fee is $67, bringing the total to $97 plus the cost of photos. Be sure to 
include this in the budget for your trip, and apply ahead of time. The 
wait to receive your documents can be as much as five months! 
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Arts, Entertainment, and Reviews 
The Phoenix Players Present: 
“Crimes of the Heart” 
By: Charley Hodge 

Southern Comfort takes on a whole new meaning when the 

youngest of three sisters, Babe, shoots her husband simply because, as 

she states, “I did not like his looks.”  Babe, Meg, and Lenny set the stage 

for joy and tears in the award winning show “Crimes of the Heart.”  

This play, written by Beth Henley, will be directed by Larry T. 

Menefee and performed this February at Cumberland University.  

The show is an ensemble piece about three sisters that are all 

reunited due to current family crises that has called them home. Lenny, 

played by Charley Hodge, is the eldest of the three sisters. Lenny has not 

only been a spinster for the majority of her adult life, but she has also 

been the only one around Hazelhurst, Mississippi that was capable of 

taking care of her ill grandfather.  

Lenny has also just turned thirty, which is beginning to tear her 

down emotionally. Meg, played by Chelsie Hochradle, is the middle 

sister. However, she is not suffering from the well known “middle sister 

syndrome” like many middle siblings do. This talented singer left home 

right out of high school to pursue her singing career, leaving behind her 

family and Doc Porter (Jeremy Jenkins) whom she promised to marry 

before she made her escape from the small town.  

Throughout the show Doc helps Meg realize that there may be 

more to her than just a hard shelled, sassy woman. Last, but certainly not 

least, in the trio of sisters is Babe, played by Helen Libanan, the 

youngest of the three sisters. Babe has been married since she was 18, 

and has just been accused of shooting her husband.  

As the play unfolds we see that her disastrous marriage has left 

Babe confused and sad. So, come watch these three “in-their-head-ill” 

sisters bring this realistic comedy to a heart warming end  in “Crimes of 

the Heart.”   Show dates are as follows:   

                        Thursday, February 21 at 7:00 pm 
                        Friday , February 22 at 7:00pm 
                        Saturday, February 23 at 7:00pm 
                        Sunday, February 24 at 2:30 pm   

 
 
 
 
The Double Feature – Film Review 
 

Cloverfield 
“Godzilla” may be a word that comes to mind when the new 

doomsday film Cloverfield is mentioned.  But it is so much more than 
that.  Sure it is a typical “end-of-the-world” movie in that it is about a 
major city being attacked by what the tagline refers to as a “Some 
Thing.”   The film’s format, however, allows for a much more 
interesting and innovative film. 

Without giving away too much of the plot, Cloverfield is about a 
group of New Yorkers who experience the horror of the “Some Thing” 
that has “Found Us.”  Rob’s (Michael Stahl-David) going-away party is 
interrupted by the “Some Thing” and the group of siblings/friends must 
bond together to find Beth (Odette Yustman), Rob’s love interest, and 
escape the city.   

The night’s events are captured on camera by Rob’s friend Hud 
(T.J. Miller) and his videotape is the format for the entire film.  Though 
some have found this to be both annoying and nauseating (many theatres 
made disclaimers for nausea due to complaints of motion sickness from 
viewers) I found the format to be extremely innovative.  I loved the fact 
that the “whole picture” was kept from the audience.  In a day and age 
where audiences feel a need to know all of the events of a story in order 
to feel satisfied, Cloverfield is a stylistically creative and out-of-the-box 
movie.   

Cloverfield is produced by J.J. Abrams, whose past credits 
include TV’s “Alias” and “Lost” and films like Armageddon and 
Mission: Impossible III.  Abrams is known for creating strong, heroic 
characters, as well as not giving his audience closure regarding the story.  
And for “hard-core” fans, the sound given to the “Some Thing” is almost 
like a wink from the co-creator of “Lost.”   

Cloverfield is certainly a love it/hate it movie.  You will either 
love the format and be taken in by its’ intensity, or you will be annoyed 
by the film’s unstable camerawork and inconclusive plotline.  However 
you feel, one thing is certain: this is a film that will get you talking.  If 
you do choose to see Cloverfield, I would recommend staying for the 
credits…it could be totally worth the extra couple of minutes! – Brittany 
Huffman 

 

27 Dresses 

The Wedding Planner meets My Best Friend’s Wedding in 
director Anne Fletcher’s 27 Dresses.  The film starts with Jane 
(Katherine Heigl) juggling two weddings, a plight she is all too familiar  
with.  Jane is seemingly at peace with her fate of “always a bridesmaid, 
never a bride” until her younger sister becomes engaged to her boss, 
whom Jane secretly loves.  And on top of that, Jane’s “bridesmaid 
closet” has attracted the attention of charming writer Kevin (James 
Marsden) whose interest in her becomes more than “professional.”  

27 Dresses adheres to the formulaic confinements of any chick 
flick: girl meets guy, attraction, happiness, conflict, resolution.  And 
trust me, this gives nothing away!   Watch any chick flick film and this 
is exactly what you get.  It was not a horrendously bad movie, it was just 
extremely predictable. 

So then, what makes this chick flick worth watching?  Pure, 
mindless entertainment.  If you want a smart film I’m sure Juno is 
playing down the hall.  Don’t get me wrong, after a week of papers and 
lectures I enjoy being able to not think about something and instead 
allow the lives of other people (whose problems are so much more 
cinematic than my own) take over.  Just know that with 27 Dresses you 
get exactly what you pay for: $8.50 worth of attractive people, nice 
clothes, the occasional witty remark, and drunken karaoke to “Bennie 
and the Jets” (a scene I loved, by the way!).  

All things considered, this was not my favorite film of the year 
thus far. I did enjoy certain elements of it, but it failed to impress in 
many ways. – Brittany Huffman 

 

The Full Plate – Restaurant Review 
Clarke’s Cheesesteake Factory Subs 
By: Ben Briscoe 

Drop those New Year’s resolutions and put your diet on hold. 
Either that or stock up on your Weight Watchers points and save your 
splurge day for Clarke’s Cheesesteak Factory Subs. Located just south 
of I-24 on highway 231 that runs through both Lebanon and 
Murfreesboro, Clarke’s Cheesesteak Factory does the Philadelphia 
sandwich style more than justice.  

With several variations to the original “Philly” style, Clarke’s 
menu ranges from a Hawaiian Philly with pineapples thrown into the 
mix; to the South Street Philly with barbeque sauce drizzled on top. All 
the styles can be prepared with chicken in addition to the traditional 
steak.  

While the unorthodox sandwiches dominate the plate, the side 
items are equally unique and, as advertised, famous in the local area. If 
you would like a side of French Fries, the cashier will yell out, “Spud!” 
You can watch from start to finish as a potato undergoes the French 
Frying process. If you want a dairy dessert instead of a soft drink, a 
hand-scooped milkshake might be right up your alley. These milkshakes 
are as old-fashioned as the Phillies they compliment. 

This sandwich shop has the potential to redefine what we expect 
in a sub. The taste tops the charts, just be willing to make that your treat 
for the week for you “Weight Watchers” out there. 

 
 

            Read, Think, Discover at the Vise LibraryRead, Think, Discover at the Vise LibraryRead, Think, Discover at the Vise LibraryRead, Think, Discover at the Vise Library    
 

 
(photo by Justin B. Bradford) 

 

      Visit the Doris & Harry Vise Library to take advantage of these valuable 
resources: 

 

• Books, journals, newspapers, magazines, CDs and DVDs 

• Computer access to electronic databases and websites 

• Friendly, knowledgeable librarians 

• Individual and group study areas 

 

For more information, including library hours and contact information, please 

visit www.cumberland.edu/library  
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Fashion, Relationships, & Sage Advice 
 

Is this love? 
By Sabrina Garrett 
 
In the world today it is easy to find the things we want.  
In fact, "I WANT" seems to be one of the most common 
phrases we learn as children.  Throughout time "I want a 
puppy" becomes "I want a car" and "I want a car" 

becomes "I want a mate."  But what about the things we need?  To 
survive we require more than just food, clothing, and shelter.  We need 
love, respect, and acceptance.  In relationships we crave not just any old 
sort of love but the kind that leaves you breathless.  But does monogamy 
do the trick?  It is foolish to believe that you can obtain all you desire 
from one person?  In other words, is it possible to have your cake and 
eat it, too? 
    At one time or another, everyone I know has finely examined their 
relationships.  They have asked themselves questions, desperately 
searching within their souls and wondering why they are in the 
relationships they are, such as "Am I giving enough?" or "Am I getting 
enough?"  Or on the other end of the spectrum, we have the lost causes 
that are clueless about the relationship they are in and settle for way less 
than they deserve.  A very close friend of mine ended up in a situation of 
this sort.  In order to keep her personal life personal, we’ll call her 
Allison. 

It all happened one day last November in typical Lebanon-
fashion at Silverado East.  Allison spotted J.B. from across the room and 
wondered why he kept staring at her.  Well while he practically stalked 
her with his eyes, J.B. drank his liquid courage and finally decided he 
had to meet her.  He asked her to dance; they exchanged numbers (you 
know how it works).  Well, they dated for around three months before he 
dropped her.  Not very long after they were hooking up again, but there 
was a catch.  Now before we continue any further into this little saga, let 
me explain.  This guy is not especially good looking.  He does not have 
a great job, loads of money, etc.  He is 24 and divorced with no plans for 
the future.  He is content living his very simple, very ordinary life.  So 
can anyone please explain to me how this man convinced Allison and 
two other seemingly intelligent women to experiment in polygamy?  J.B. 
had three wonderful girlfriends and each of them agreed to have 1/3 of a 
boyfriend.  It doesn't sound that fair to me, although some guys reading 
this will disagree.  Time after time, close friends would try to explain to 
her just how twisted their "relationship" was, but like most women in 
love, Ally did not listen.  Normally I do not care what people do in their 
personal lives.  They can be gay, straight, bisexual, whatever!  I just do 
not like to see people I care about being hurt.  She tried to leave many 
times, but every attempt she made failed.  He would suck her back in 
somehow.   

Over a year later, she finally snapped out of it and decided to do 
what was best for her and told him "good-bye."  I am very proud of her, 
and I have a lot of respect for her because leaving someone you care 
about is not as easy as it looks.  So, the question still remains: Is J.B. a 
jerk from the pits of hell?  Or is he simply a realist?  It all depends on 
the angle which you look at this situation.  This is a man with two faces.  
On one hand, he is a hero to all of his dateless, drunken friends, along 
with single/mingle types everywhere.  On the other hand, he is the 
enemy of all women hoping to find true love, getting their heart smashed 
and dreams shattered in the process. 
 No matter how you lean on this issue just please do not repeat it.  
Now I can not say for sure that J.B. is the “anti-Christ” because these 
women consented to this sick plan, however I can say that polygamy is 
not a good idea for all the parties involved.  It hurts to see the person you 
love be with someone else.  Besides that, it has to be exhausting for him 
to juggle three partners at once.  Perhaps J.B. formed his relationships 
this way so that no matter what, he would never be alone.  It is possible 
that he was scared of being hurt.   
 Relationships are never fool-proof.  In love, as well as in life, 
there is laughter as well as tears.  Thinking about it now, Mic Jagger was 
probably right when he sang those immortal words.  Maybe you cannot 
ever get "satisfaction" when it comes to relationships.  But then again, 
maybe you can…That is for you to decide. 
  
 
Caption: Iconic ladies man, Hugh Hefner, here 
with three of his girlfriends, clearly gets what he 
wants. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Trippingly on the Tongue 
By Helen Libanan 

 
Many people may think that it is fun being 

bilingual.  Well that is not always the case.  I grew up 
speaking the Philippine National language, Tagalog.  
Although I began studying English in the Philippines, it 
was used very little.  When I arrived here in America, I felt like I was 
somewhat retarded and always a bit behind in everything.  I kept 
thinking that if my teachers would just explain it in Tagalog, I would 
understand everything perfectly. 

There are some advantages to being bilingual.  You are able to 
communicate and to function within two different cultures, and having 
the ability to translate from one language to another may offer certain 
job opportunities.  On a more personal level, you may also be able to 
teach your children another language and do so at a young age when 
they can easily learn it.  However, the disadvantages may actually 
outweigh the advantages.   

When you are faced with speaking in a different language with a 
different culture than you were raised, many difficulties quickly become 
apparent.  There are many problems associated with becoming fluent in 
a language other than one’s own native tongue.  A great deal of effort is 
necessary to overcome one’s native dialect and thus be able to use the 
new language in a way that is unnoticeable in another culture.   

In addition, most people do not realize how much vocabulary is 
simply absorbed as they grow up speaking a language.  Learning a new 
language means the constant discovery of new words, either from 
reading or from hearing them.  For example, when I started college, it 
took me a long time to finally figure out what “score” meant, and that it 
did not always apply to a ball game.  Many words have many meanings 
in the English language. 

Idioms in another language also create problems.  What does it 
mean to “give someone the boot?”  On the other hand, how can you get 
“boot” in trade for something?  How does someone “flap their gums?”  
And what in the world are “monkeyshines” and how is that different 
from “moonshine?”  Trying to figure out all of these idiomatic phrases 
makes my head hurt.   

And what is a mother to do when her children come home from 
school with many words and phrases that she has not yet learned 
herself?   

Another difficulty involves the pronunciation of new words that 
you read and try to learn.  How do you pronounce “gizzard” (and what is 
it, anyway?).  Then take the word “propitiation.”  Who would know, 
when speaking two different languages, that this is pronounced pruh-
pish-ee-ey-shuhn unless you carried a dictionary around everywhere you 
go? 

People will occasionally react strangely when you try to translate 
an idiom from your native language into English.  I have in many 
conversations “smiled behind my head” after listening to members of the 
male gender frequently tripping over their own tongues. 

 
 

Bulldawg Humor 
By Heather Gilliam 
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The Juice Stand 
By Imma Tellen 
 

E!online reports that Linda Boella, wife 
of Wrestle Mania star Hulk Hogan, says his 
suspicious financial behavior was the main thing 
on her mind when she filed for divorce last 
November. She says Hogan, whose real name is 

Terry Boella, tried to trick her into unknowingly signing a postnuptial 
agreement after twenty-three years of marriage and has now requested 
that a judge freeze Hogan’s access to all of the family’s monetary assets 
until an agreement is reached about alimony payments and the care of 
the couple’s seventeen-year-old son, Nick. 

 
 Rumor has it that former No Doubt vocalist, Gwen 

Stefani and her husband, Gavin Rossdale, are expecting their second 
child. Their first child, Kingston James McGregor Rossdale, was born in 
May of 2005 and will soon be celebrating his second birthday. Gavin’s 
father, Douglas Rossdale, beat the duo’s representatives to the 
announcement when he told People magazine that the Rossdale clan will 
soon be expanding. 
 

Despite a strange set of circumstances, the AP reports that police 

will not question Mary-Kate Olsen regarding the death of twenty-eight 

year-old Australian actor Heath Ledger. Ledger’s masseuse, who 

discovered the body, placed a total of four calls from the actor’s cell 

phone to Olsen. Phone records show that three of them were made 

before the call to 911.  The young actress then sent her own security 

guards to help with crowd control at the scene. 

Dear Betty Bulldawg 
Dear Betty, 

When in a relationship is the right time to "go all the way”?   We've been 

dating for 4 months now and I'm wondering if I should bring up the 

subject of sex or let him. 

Signed, Wondering 

Steering clear of religious beliefs and what I may or may not think is 

the right thing to say, I am just going to give you the facts. When you reach the 

orgasmic moment of sex a hormone is released in your brain called Oxytocin. 

This particular hormone is one that is also released when a woman gives birth 

to a child and can form a trust or a bond between two people. So if you two are 

not in it for the long haul then you will be left with this feeling of closeness to 

him that will make heartache more than heartache, a pain that can take years to 

get over.  

 

Dear Betty, 

My best friend just announced to the world that she is gay.  We have been 

very close throughout high school and now college. I think homosexuality 

is wrong and that she will burn in hell.  How do I get my friend to drop 

this gay thing that she's developed? 

Signed, Wanting a Straight Girlfriend 

If you two have been close throughout all of high school and college 

most likely she knows how you feel about homosexuality. But a choice is a 

choice, and you can’t make anyone do anything.  I would suggest not telling 

her she will burn in hell. That doesn’t seem to go over very well. Just try your 

hardest to be a good friend to her. Maybe in time she will change her mind but 

if not don’t hate her for it, that’s a waste of your time and a good friendship. 

 

Dear Betty, 

My girlfriend has been talking a lot about babies lately.  I'm not 

ready to be a father, but now she's saying that she doesn't like it when I 

wear a condom.  Is she trying to trap me into marriage? 

Signed, No Dads Please 

I wouldn’t say she is trying to trap you into marriage, but definitely 

always wear a condom if no other contraceptive is being used and you don’t 

want to be a daddy. Tell her to chill about the having babies; that time will 

come. She should enjoy life right now as it is. Once you have a baby you can 

never go back.  

 

Dear Betty, 

I'm trying to convince my parents to let me move on campus next year.  

I'm an only child and they want me to stay at home where they can "watch 

over me."  What can I say to them that will get them to let me live on 

campus? 

Signed, Wanting 

Most parents don’t like to believe this, but their little babies grow up, 
especially if you are the only one they have to hold on to. But, by the time your 
in college, I would say that your life is your life. They can’t technically "LET" 
you go anywhere. It should be your decision. Tell them you are a grown up and 
its time for you to branch out and try to do some things on your own. They 
have to let go sometime, better to slowly do it now than for you to just jump 
out all on your own later. 

(from ThinkFim’s 2006 :Candy”) 

 

An Actor’s Tale continued (from pg 1) 
The role perhaps which Ledger will best be remembered by is the 

character of Ennis Del Mar in the film Brokeback Mountain released in 
2005. It was for this role that he earned his first Academy Award 
nomination for Best Actor. It was on the set of Brokeback Mountain that 
Ledger met and fell in love with Michelle Williams, the actress that 
played his wife in the film. Later that year, Michelle Williams gave birth 
to their daughter, Matilda Rose. Also in 2005, Ledger made three other 
films: The Brothers Grimm, Casanova, and The Lords of Dogtown. 

It has been said that Heath Ledger’s best performance ever is yet 
to come with the release of The Dark Knight, the next installment of the 
Batman series which has a scheduled U.S.  release date of July 18, 2008. 
Ledger portrays the villainous Joker in this soon-to-be blockbuster hit. 

No word can better describe the death of Heath Ledger than 
“tragic.” The sudden loss of such a talented an amazing actor has indeed 
affecting many across the world, especially in Ledger’s home country, 
Australia. His family poured out their grief in letters written to an 
Australian newspaper. Ledger’s sister, Kate, wrote: “I can hardly 

breathe when I try to write this. We were the ultimate in soul mates. I  
feel both my heart and life have been torn apart. I loved our special 

talks, our daily chats from where ever you were in the world. I especially 

loved all the precious time we spent together. We were so fortunate to 

have you as long as we did. You were so many things to so many people, 

but to me you were just my little brother. There will never, ever be 

another ‘Heath’ and I think that in itself is the greatest tragedy. I will  

 

 

 

 

continue to talk with you everyday and love you just as if you were here. 

You will never leave my thoughts ‘Roast’, ever.” His father, Kim: “My 

beautiful boy, so loving, so talented, so independent, so caring, so young 

. . . no more chess games mate . . . this is it, couldn't beat you anyway! 

My body aches for the sound of your voice, our chats, our laughs and 

our life and times together. Your truly varied artistic skills, insatiable 

desire to improve and eclectic abilities set you apart from any other 

person on the planet . . . it had only just started for you ... and for us to 

further enjoy. We were one, in soul and commitment. Just . . . Father 

and Son. I will love you forever, Dad.” 

Perhaps the most comforting thought is this: In November 2007, 
just two months before his death, Ledger said this about his daughter in 
an interview to the NY Post: "[I] look at death differently… I feel good 

about dying now because I feel like I’m alive in her.” 
 Heath Ledger will continue to live on through his many great 
performances and also through his family and daughter, Matilda.  

May he never be forgotten. 
 

 

Heathcliff Andrew Ledger 

(4 April 1979 – 22 January 2008) 
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History Repeats Itself in Recent Iran Naval Incident 
By Rick Brown 

 
On January 6, 2008, Iranian and American ships allegedly 

confronted one another in a brief standoff in the Persian Gulf. A 
firestorm of controversy ensued, with both sides issuing contradictory 
claims and accusations. Though the possibility of military action has 
since passed, the January 6th incident between Iran and the US does not 
bode well for the preservation of peace between the two nations. 
Ironically, it may be a case of history repeating itself. 
 The incident occurred in the Strait of Hormuz, a waterway 
connecting the Persian Gulf to the Indian Ocean. Though little known to 
most Americans, it is an extremely important chokepoint for the world’s 
oil supply. Thirty percent of the world’s oil is shipped through the area. 
It is little surprise, then, that both nations maintain a sizeable influence 
and fleet presence there. The strait is only 21 miles wide at its narrowest, 
however, and Iran claims much of it as its territorial waters. Ships from 
the two nations often come into close proximity there as a result. 
 That proximity has contributed to numerous confrontations in the 
past, of which the recent confrontation is only the latest. The current 
tensions that led to the incident actually have their roots in the Iran-Iraq 
War and its fallout. In the 1980s, the U.S. began to support Iraq in its 
war against Iran. American also became more involved in the region as 
its oil interests were threatened. 
 That involvement eventually led to a direct confrontation with 
Iran. In 1988, Iranian forces began laying mines in the Persian Gulf and 
attacking oil tankers of several neighboring nations. When an American 
warship, the USS Samuel B. Roberts, struck one of the mines while 
providing tanker escort, the U.S. Navy launched an immediate 
retaliation. On April 18th, 1988, American warships in the strait attacked 
elements of the Iranian navy in Operation Praying Mantis, destroying or 
damaging several ships and oil platforms. 

It was a later incident that would prove more damaging to 
Iranian-American relations, however. In the aftermath of the battle, the 
USS Vincennes was ordered to the Strait of Hormuz to protect the 
evacuation of the Samuel B. Roberts. In the course of its mission, it 
spotted an Iranian Airliner, Iran Air Flight 655 (IR655), on July 3rd. The 
Vincennes shot down the flight in the ensuing encounter, killing all 290 
passengers and crew onboard. The U.S. attributed the mistake to the 
inexperienced crew of the Vincennes mistaking the airliner for a fighter 
jet, but the event nevertheless became a political disaster and a terrible 
blow to an already tenuous diplomatic situation with Iran. 

In comparison with Operation Mantis or the IR655 tragedy, the 
brief standoff in 2008 is hardly an event. The incident remains 
important, however, because it represents a trend in the relationship 
between the two nations. The same tensions that fueled the IR655 
tragedy could have easily created another fiasco in the recent 
confrontation. A Pentagon spokesman quoted by an ABC reporter said 
that the Iranian ships “were a heartbeat from being blown up.” That such 
a minor incident could have potentially escalated to a skirmish is 
evidence in itself that the mistakes of earlier years could easily repeat 
themselves. 

Iran and America remain belligerent, which mutual 
recriminations and condemnations flowing freely from both sides. With 
hardliners such as George W. Bush and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 
power in both countries, the situation is a tinderbox waiting for a spark. 
The recent naval confrontation will pass, but it is hardly an isolated 
incident. Its implications, and the trends it represents, will linger as long 
as the two nations continue to rattle their sabers. 

 

 

Meet the Administration 
 

 
 

Ralph Campbell, 

Director of Registration Records & Retention 
By Jeremy Jenkins 

 

Ralph Campbell has been part of the academic world for most of 
his life. Growing up in Old Hickory, TN, Mr. Campbell graduated from 
Mt. Juliet High School. He received a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Secondary Education Industrial Arts from Tennessee Tech University, as 
well as a Master’s of Education. Entering the working world, he taught 
at Lebanon High School for two years, and then moved back to 
Cookeville to teach for 12 years in the College of Engineering at TN 
Tech (where he first met Dr. Eaton). He decided to take a break from 
teaching to help run a local business.  

However, Mr. Campbell was really searching for where his niche 
was. After talking to a friend from church, he realized it was in 
administrative work and that he was most successful and received 
pleasure working in college age education. He took this new found 
wisdom on the road, traveling all over the nation working in the 
Registrar’s offices of such schools as Oral Roberts University, the 
University of Missouri, and the University of South Florida – St. 
Petersburg.  Also, he and his wife were personally asked to serve as 
administrators of a Bible College, and then he became Senior Registrar 
for two and a half years at Florida Metropolitan University, an online 
college that grew from 800 students to 5,000 during his tenure.  

Family called him back to Tennessee in 2005, and he has been at 
Cumberland University since. Outside of work, Mr. Campbell is active 
at his church and enjoys spending time with his wife of 43 years, 
Nolene, and traveling to visit his two year old grandson, Grant. He is 
excited to see all of the potential growth that Cumberland has to offer, 
and might have one of the longest ties within the staff/faculty connected 
to Cumberland, having taken a couple of English Literature summer 
courses in 1961. 

 

 

CU Releases Schedule for Spring 2008 Lecture Series 
Popular ‘Second Cup of Coffee’ Series offers variety of subjects 

  
Cumberland University’s popular ‘Second Cup of Coffee’ lecture series 
returns for the spring 2008 semester with free, lunch-time lectures certain to 
offer valuable insight on a wide array of topics. 
 
The first lecture of the spring semester was Dr. Jim Dressler, Professor of 
History, on the history of the atomic bomb. The presentation also includes 
discussion about the development and testing of the first atomic bomb at the 
White Sands test site in New Mexico. 
 
Other spring 2008 presenters include: 
 Tuesday, February 12: Dr. Stuart Harris, Associate Professor of English, 
will offer a short story reading.  

• Tuesday, March 11: Dr. Wilbur “Pete” Peterson, Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, will discuss the Incas and Northern South 
America  

• Tuesday, April 8: Dr. Barbara Walton, Associate Professor of 
Chemistry, will present Bonsai Trees: Love and Devotion  

  
The Second Cup of Coffee lecture series of informative lectures is provided 
by the faculty and staff of Cumberland University. The lectures are free and 
open to the public and are generally held on the second Tuesday of each 
month (September through April, excluding December) at 12:30 p.m. in the 
K-Room of the University’s Phillips Dining Hall. If they so wish, visitors 
may purchase lunch in the dining hall and bring their meals to the lecture. 
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Games, Technology, and Innovation 
 

 

Free Open Source Software Alternatives 
The What, Why, and How 

By Tim O’Guin 
 

People constantly complain about the problems with using 
software such as Microsoft Office. Do you have Office 2007? No one 
else can open your documents because they're in a different format. 
Microsoft has historically shown no interest in implementing universal 
standards that are in place to make communication and compatibility 
easier, instead opting to try and develop their own incompatible formats. 
This is not a problem with Microsoft alone, as there are many software 
companies that do such things, attempting to maintain market share and 
force upgrades by changing formats. This problem is referred to as 
“vendor lock-in.” As consumers, we don't have to play along with the 
strong-arm tactics of such software vendors. There is a wealth of 
software available that is Free and Open Source.  

What is Free Open Source Software (FOSS)? The “free” part not 
only refers to the cost but to complete freedom. The programming code 
– or the source – is freely available to anyone who wants to look at it or 
edit it, thus the term “open source.” I realize that the ability to edit 
source code is not of interest to the vast majority of the population, but 
that is only one of the many things that make FOSS such a great option. 
FOSS often exceeds non-free software in features and always in 
compatibility. Take the FOSS office suite OpenOffice.org for example. 
OpenOffice.org uses a file format called ODF, or Open Document 
Format. This is a standard that has been approved to a whole wealth of 
software vendors and governments. A few other programs that support ODF 
are the following: KOffice, Google Docs, IBM Lotus Symphony, and 
NeoOffice. There are international efforts underway to make ODF a standard 
that everyone can read, edit, and create. Contrast this with Microsoft's DOC 
format for text documents, and especially their new OOXML format in Office 
2007. By default, OpenOffice.org will save in twenty-one different formats and 
will read thirty or more. Yes, OpenOffice.org can read a DOC and can save a 
document as a DOC. So we have a full-featured office suite that can read and 
save Microsoft's non-standard formats as well as others, but Microsoft doesn't 
have the ability to read or save in any format except its own.  

I write all my documents in OpenOffice.org Writer – yes, even this 
one. I do spreadsheets in OpenOffice.org Calc, and presentations in 
OpenOffice.org Impress. When my professors need a digital copy of anything, 

I always have the ability to save my files in whatever format they prefer. 
FOSS is a huge topic, beyond the scope of this article. Other great FOSS 
programs include the very popular Mozilla Firefox web browser. For 
instant message needs, there are Pidgin and Miranda clients, which will 
connect to AIM, Yahoo Messenger, MSN Messenger, Google Talk, and 
numerous others. For photo editing, there is the GIMP and CinePaint. 
For anti-virus, there is ClamWin. For alternatives to Windows and/or 
Mac OSX, take a look at Linux LiveCD flavors such as Ubuntu, 
Knoppix, SLAX, and dyne:bolic. A LiveCD contains the entire 
Operating System on a CD-ROM or DVD and allows you to boot from 
the disc try everything out without touching your current Windows or 
Mac operating system. Jump on YouTube and search for “compiz-
fusion” to see demonstrations of a lot of the visual effects available on 
the many different Linux flavors. So the next time you start to complain 
about the software you use, realize that you have a multitude of options. 
Sourceforge.net is a great place to find open source software. Download 
some of it, and try it out. What have you got to lose besides freedom? 
 

CU’s Radio Station Continued from Pg 1 
In 1979 Cumberland’s broadcast license was again revoked 

because the University was late to file a renewal application. 
In the past thirty years, WFMQ has been mostly silent.  A few 

brave souls have hosted their own radio shows, and a few years ago 
there were two classes on the books that incorporated the radio station 
into the curriculum.  Thanks to generous donations, a new computer has 
been purchased, and more equipment will be purchased in the coming 
weeks.  WFMQ will be silent no more! 

With the plans for the new student center in the works, the plan 
is to move WFMQ’s studio from its “closet” in Memorial Hall, to the 
student center.  At this time, the plans for the new studio do not allow 
for much expansion.  We as the student body need to show 
administration that a campus radio station is something that we are 
interested in keeping, and expanding.   

A radio station interest meeting will be held soon and flyers will 
give further information.  If you have any questions or comments 
regarding WFMQ, please send them to wfmq@cumberland.edu.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronic Paper the New Way to Read 
By Kyle Winterbottom 
 What if I told you that you could get your morning paper without 
even stepping outside?  

Would you be impressed?  
What if you could get your favorite popular book the day it came 

out and never have to stand in line?  
Would you believe it possible?  
Well, unfortunately, it is not a reality yet, but thanks to the 

strides of E Ink Corporation it might be very soon. They created a 
viewing display that is electronic yet resembles paper in thickness, 
pliability, and most importantly visual appearance.   

It requires no front or back light to be seen, it only uses 
electricity to change what is on the screen and does not have to 
continually use energy to preserve it.  

Even though this company first launched this technology in 
2004, it has just recently been taken on by other companies, such as 
Sony and Philips, in an attempt to produce what they called “The True 
Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy.”  

This display is capable of viewing 10,000 pages on just four 
AAA batteries. They plan to launch it some time in April, unfortunately 
at a whopping $376 dollars a unit.  

Like all technology, it will be pricy at first but hopefully, in the 
years to come we will see it drop to a more affordable rate. I hope when 
that time comes, if we are all still in college, we might even get to save 
some money on our textbooks. 

 
 

Well I am not a Feminist But… 
By Kristie Galligan 
 
 I recently heard this phrase in one of my classes and I wondered 
what her definition of a feminist encompasses.  

To some people, feminism strikes a mental image of an unshaven 
woman snapping at men for opening doors. For some, it might mean 
women insisting there are no physical or mental differences between 
men and women.  

I call myself a feminist even though I wear make-up, love to 
have doors opened for me, let men pay on the first date, and realize men 
have more upper body strength than women.  
 
I am a feminist because I believe:  
1. Women should be paid equally for equal work 
2. Women shouldn’t be fired from work because they are pregnant  
3. Women should control their own reproductive health 
4. Women should choose their own sexual partners 
5. Women should control their own money 
6. Women should work if they want to work and stay home if they want 
to stay home and both choices are equally valid 
7. Women should be allowed to attend West Point, The Citadel or any 
military academy as long as they meet the requirements 
8. Women should preach the Word of God if God has called them in that 
direction 
9. Women can teach adult Sunday School classes 
10. Women should be employable regardless of whether they have 
children or not  
 
If you believe some of the list above, you might be a feminist too!  
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The Dawg Pound  
 

Take Me Out the Other Ball Game: CU Softball 
 

Another month from now on March 4th, the Cumberland 
women's softball team will begin their regular season with a home game 
against Freed-Hardeman University. The Lady Dawgs will continue 
conference play the next day in Nashville against Trevecca Nazarene 
University. 

The Lady Dawgs are looking to improve from last year in a 
conference made up of many strong teams. Trevecca and Martin 
Methodist are two strong teams in the TransSouth Athletic Conference 
with the CU Lady Dawgs. Freed-Hardeman and Union University will 
also be strong competitors. 

The Lady Dawgs stand a good chance of improving and really 
hold the key to their own destiny with most of their players returning, 
suffering only the lost of an outfielder since fall ball. Pitching is the 
name of the game in softball and the Lady Dawgs have just added one to 
their roster this spring. However, some of the Lady Dawgs are battling 
injuries and having everyone at full strength might not happen by 
opening day. Coach Junior Hawkins is working hard to get the girls 
ready for competition. 

 
 
The CU Lady Dawgs have a winning tradition. Under Coach 

Junior Hawkins, the team was Mid-South Conference Champions in 
1997 and 2001, and made Regional Tournament appearances in 1997, 
2001, and 2002. If you are looking to know more about the team, then 
your best bet would be to talk to a player or Coach Hawkins. The CU 
Athletic page for Women's Softball is rarely updated and does not 
contain this year's roster or schedule.  

Assuming you are an avid softball fan and you would like to 
follow the team's progress through this Spring's season, your best bet is a 
local paper. Unlike basketball, football, and men's baseball, there is not a 
webcast of the women's softball games.  

The CU Athletic page for Women's Softball also lacks links to 
the news stories pertaining to CU Lady Dawg Softball and statistics are 
not guaranteed to be accurate or the length of the season. 

The best way to experience CU Lady Dawgs Softball is to be in 
the stands seeing everything first hand as it happens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Super Bowl Means . . . Continued from Pg 1 
People can purchase season tickets to most teams for less than one ticket 
to the Super Bowl.  It only proves how the Super Bowl is not really 
about the two best teams playing to be the champion, but about 
corporations and sponsors getting the big bucks.  When you watched the 
Super Bowl did you notice the type of people in the stadium?  If there 
were fans of the teams, they were most likely in the upper decks.  The 
majority of people in the lower bowl were probably celebrities of some 
sort or corporate executives.   

With that in mind, how do you think this country would react if 
the league took the Super Bowl to some other country?  I for one would 
be outraged.  To think that the league would have the nerve to host the 
“biggest game of the year” outside of the country that hosts the league  

 
 
would be dim-witted to a person that does not even like football.  It is 
supposed to be about entertaining the fans that pour their heart and soul 
into a team, not corporate big wigs that are looking to make an extra 
dollar.   

So as you sit back and wait until the beginning of next season, 
think about what you as a fan can do to make sure the league does not 
abandon those who support it.  Sport is not just about the athletes 
participating; it is about the fans that will wait for hours on end to 
purchase tickets, the fans that will brave sub-freezing temperatures 
braving the cold with a bare, painted chest, the fans that will have an 
ear-bud in at church to hear the game, and most of all, the fans that 
support their team even when they know their team will get the number 
one pick in the draft. 
 

Cumberland’s Classified 
 

 

Personals 

Want Love?  Too busy to find 
the Perfect Person on your 
Own?  Run a Personal Ad in 
Cumberland’s Classified. 
 
Just email a description of who 
you are looking for to: 
cumberlandchronicle@cumberland.edu  

and let the Classifieds do the 
rest – all ads are subject to 
editing for clarity and class. 

 

 

For Sale 

Looking to off load stuff?  Skip 
eBay and try Cumberland’s 
Classified – save on Shipping 
& Handling – Sell Locally 
 
No charge for CU students, 
Faculty, & Staff  
 
Send your ad & contact info to: 
cumberlandchronicle@cumberland.edu 

 

 
 

 

Now Hiring 

Have a job you need done?  
Find your next employee 
through Cumberland’s 
Classified – reasonable rates 
 
For more info: 
cumberlandchronicle@cumberland.edu 

 

 
 

 

Stuff Wanted 

Looking for Something 
Special?  See if anyone on 
Campus has one they’re willing 
to part with. 
 
No charge for CU students, 
Faculty, & Staff  
 
Send your ad & contact into to: 
cumberlandchronicle@cumberland.edu 
 

 


