
Kyle has just completed an 
application for a Lilly Foundation 
grant that would allow him to take a 
sabbatical leave. His last sabbatical 
was eight years ago, when he 
spent a summer studying in the 
library at Duke Divinity School. 
Kyle is a native of West Texas, a 
graduate of Baylor University and 
Southern Seminary. He was a 
member of the Alliance board for 
eight years in the 1990s and was 
at one time president of the Texas 
chapter of the Alliance
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Kyle Childress has been around a 
while. He’s been a part of the Alliance 
since its beginning. And he’s been pastor 
of Austin Heights Baptist Church in 
Nacogdoches, TX, for almost as long, 16 
years this August. That length of tenure 
qualifies him as a long-term pastor.

It also has given him a platform from 
which to write about the value – and 
challenges — of serving in one place for 
more than just a few years. Most recently, 
he wrote in the March 8 issue of Christian 
Century about what he learned from 
Wendell Berry, a farmer, about serving 
in one place. Last year, he had written 
for the same magazine about the value of 
friendship and Sabbath to a pastor.

“Besides being in a long term 
pastorate, I am in a small church that 
encourages me to read, write, study and 
do such things as this,” he said. “Both 
of the articles I’ve written for Christian 
Century, and especially the first one, 
grew out of a colloquium on excellence 
in ministry that I was in for three years 
from 2000-2003 at Duke.”

Kyle thinks the advantages of a 
long-term pastorate far outweigh the 
disadvantages. “You can pay attention to 
what’s wrong, and fix it,” he said. “But 

there’s no way to get the advantages 
without having served.”

“One of the letters I got after the 
article was published said that there are 
obvious negative aspects of long-term 
pastorates, like the congregation and 
pastor begin to mirror each other, or the 
pastor gets lazy,” he said. “That might be 
true but you can do sabbaticals and other 
things to lessen the co-dependency that 
develops.”

“The advantages of a long-term 
pastorate come only with having been 
there and lived with people through their 
lives,” he said. “For example, there’s a 
young woman in the church that I’ve 
known since she was 8. I baptized her 
when she was a teenager. She recently 
got married and is now in seminary 
preparing for the ministry. That brings a 
great sense of satisfaction.”

“When you come to a church, you 
don’t start off thinking that you’re going 
to have a long-term pastorate,” he said. 
“One Alliance pastor told me the secret 
to a long pastorate is poor timing. When 
you’re ready to leave, no church is 
looking. When they’re looking, you’re 
not ready to leave. There’s a certain truth 
in that, but the 

Long-term pastorates
Kyle Childress says the value  
far outweighs the challenges

Cuba license suspended
The Treasury Department notified the Alliance on June 27 that our license 

allowing travel to Cuba for religious purposes has been suspended because of 
inappropriate use of the license by one of our groups. Executive Director Stan 
Hastey is working to resolve the issue. In the meantime, no groups are being 
allowed to travel to Cuba using the Alliance’s license. Read more on the website.



happenings
Three more ABC churches  
affiliate with Alliance

A warm welcome to three congregations that have affiliated with the Alliance in recent 
weeks: Cumberland First Baptist Church, Indianapolis, where T. Wyatt Watkins is 
minister of worship and outreach and Kevin D. Rose minister of discipleship and mission; 
First Baptist Church, Beverly, MA, whose senior minister is Craig A. Collemer; and 
University Baptist Church, Minneapolis, where Douglas M. Donley is pastor. All three 
congregations have historic ties to the American Baptist Churches in the USA. Their 
decisions to affiliate are the most recent indications of a growing openness within ABC/
USA toward the Alliance and further evidence that the Alliance is becoming more and more 
a national association of Baptists.

Through June 30, 2005

Budget needs $187,224

Receipts $144,992

Mission Offering  
Goal $115,000

Mission Offering 
Receipts $66,132

FINANCES

You may make a gift to the 
Alliance at any time either 
by mail or online at www.

allianceofbaptists.org.

ALLIANCE

Alliance-endosed 
Chaplains
This picture of Alliance-
endorsed chaplains was taken in 
Albuquerque, NM, at the meeting 
of the Association of Professional 
Chaplains. From left to right are 
Ann Madden, Dick Lewallen, 
Lynn Hyder, Liz Harris-Lamkin 
and Jeff Sims. Two other Alliance 
chaplains were also there, Stacy 
Cruse and Cam Holzer  All 
received board certification from 
APC.

DEATHS in the Alliance family
Adelaida Márquez, 87, mother of Fraternity of Baptist 

Church of Cuba President Estela Hernández Márquez, died 
May 28 in Havana. Condolences may be sent by e-mail to 
fibac@enet.cu or emanuel@enet.cu. 

Alliance members also will want to express condolences 
to board member and former Vice President Joann Davis 
on the death July 7 of her father, Joel Chandler Adkins, 
93, of Anderson, SC. She may be contacted by e-mail at 
jollynjoann@juno.com or at 730 McCann Road, Severna Park, 
MD 21146.

Members of the staff have 
represented the Alliance at 
the following denominational 
meetings this summer:

Executive Director Stan 
Hastey, Biennial Meeting, 
American Baptist Churches 
in the USA, Denver, July 
1-3; and General Assembly, 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ), Portland, OR, July 
23-28.

Associate Director Jeanette 
Holt, General Synod, United 
Church of Christ, Atlanta, 
July 1-5, where former 
Alliance President Nancy 
Hastings Sehested was the 
preacher during the closing 
session.

Staff consultants Sue 
Harper Poss and Todd 
Heifner, General Assembly, 
Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, Grapevine, TX, 
June 30-July 2.

Alliance has 
presence at 
denominational 
meetings

Join
US

The board of directors invites Alliance members in 
the Houston area to attend a time of fellowship on 

Friday, Sept. 16 at Covenant Church. The time has not 
yet been set. The board will be meeting in Houston that 
weekend. Information will be sent to members living 
within driving distance of the Houston area at the end of 
the summer, and more details will be in the September 
issue of connections and on the website. 

other part of what I wrote 
about is that there comes 
a time when you make a 
commitment that this is where 
you want to be.”

Since the March article 
was published, Kyle has 
received letters and emails 
from numerous people, 
some offering affirmation, 
others seeking answers. A 
Mennonite pastor in Northern 

Ireland emailed to ask how he 
(the Mennonite), as a long-
term pastor, could continue to 
help his members learn what 
it means to be the body of 
Christ in a society that has a 
history or violence. “I don’t 
know how much longer I 
can hang on,” the pastor told 
Kyle. Kyle has no answers. 
The two continue to email 
one another. 

Kyle Childress (continued from page 1)



The North Carolina chapter of the Alliance will hold its 2005 Convocation Oct. 

7-8 at Wedgewood Baptist Church in Charlotte, NC. Prison chaplain and former 

Alliance president Nancy Hastings Sehested will speak. Anyone interested is invited to 

attend, regardless of where you live. More about the Convocation in upcoming issues of 

connections. You can also check the website for updates.

perspectives (on the constitution)
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 “(The President) … shall nominate, and by and with the 
Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint … Judges of 
the supreme Court....” (The Constitution of the United States 
of America, Article II. Section 2.)

These are the words at the heart of the current and 
contentious debate over the future of the Supreme Court 
of the United States during this summer of our collective 
consternation. Perhaps never in the 214 years since the 
Constitution was ratified by the requisite number of 
states in our original union has the nation witnessed 
such a battle as this one over the high court’s 
composition.

Yet no matter the decibel level of the debate 
or the intensity of the rhetorical heat, the words 
of empowerment in the Constitution begin with 
“The President.” They don’t end there, to be sure, 
because the president does not “appoint” Supreme 
Court justices. He is mandated to “nominate.” Together, the 
president and the Senate “appoint.” But the president clearly is 
in the dominant position.

Let’s clear up another major misconception making the 
rounds as the Senate prepares to fulfill its constitutional role 
of advising and consenting with the president on who the 
next justices will be, namely, that the selection process should 
be above politics. The process is political, all of it, because 
that’s the way the founders intended it to be. And it is political 
because all the principal players save the nominees to the high 
court under review are elected by the people.

Here’s a modest suggestion about this process. The next time 
you cast a ballot for president or one of your U.S. senators, 
remember the power you are investing in them to nominate 
and appoint those whose constitutional role is to interpret 
all the laws that govern us. Go really deep into our history 
and remember that as early as 1803, in the case known to 
every student of basic constitutional history as Marbury v. 
Madison, the very first Supreme Court declared for itself such 
interpretive power. It is a ruling that no president or Congress 
has challenged in all the intervening years. That’s how 
important the Supreme Court of the United States is.

President Bush has every right under the Constitution to 
nominate whomever he wishes to succeed retiring justices. In 
exercising that right, he is making political choices, choices 

he is entitled to by virtue of his reelection. He may choose 
nominees who satisfy those who demand as their highest 
priority the reversal of Roe v. Wade. He is free to nominate 
justices who will undo the delicate balance between the often 
competing religion clauses of the First Amendment. And he 
may choose to nominate those whose interpretation of the 
Fourteenth Amendment rules out affirmative action as a right 
granted under the equal protection clause.

In their collective role in this political drama, 
senators have the constitutional duty to evaluate the 
president’s nominees. To believe the senators’ role is 
apolitical is naïve. They too 

were elected, every last one of them, down to 
and including the sometimes apoplectic junior 
senator from my home state of Oklahoma, whose 
rhetoric and behavior inside and outside the halls of 
Congress at times have been anything but judicious. 

Yet there he is, down at the end of the Judiciary Committee 
hearing table as the most junior senator of them all, helping 
decide who will be the next justices of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
In short, these are politicians fulfilling one of their most serious 
constitutional duties.

Given that the president and the Senate are under the 
control of one of the two political parties, and barring major 
revelations of outright unfitness for the office, the chances are 
that whomever President Bush nominates will be approved 
by the Senate. Those who may not like his nominees have no 
recourse but to accept the fact that both the president and the 
majority of senators who will affirm his Supreme Court choices 
are acting within the authority given them by the Constitution. 
And the president’s opponents must further accept the fact that 
he and senators have the right to act from political motives 
for the simple fact they were duly elected and certified to hold 
political offices.

Those of us who feel passionately that the Constitution of 
the United States was written as much to protect the rights of 
the last and least among us as those of the privileged and want 
justices on the Supreme Court motivated by a similar passion 
must simply do a better job at electing our kind of politicians. 
Because everything about the nomination and appointment of 
Supreme Court justices – and all other federal judges – is by 
definition, yes, political.

North Carolina 
chapter of the 

Alliance to meet 
in October
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An ordained American Baptist 
minister, Michael-Ray Mathews 

has served as the pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church, San José, CA, since 
March 2000.

Michael-Ray is a native of Los 
Angeles, earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Social Sciences and 
Communications from the University 
of Southern California and a Master 
of Divinity degree from the American 
Baptist Seminary of the West and 
the Graduate Theological Union in 
Berkeley.

His early ministry leadership 
experiences began at Trinity Baptist 
Church in Los Angeles where he served 
as Assistant Financial Secretary and 
Operations Manager. 

He has also served as Campus 
Minister for the American Baptist 
Campus Ministry at USC; Youth 
Pastor at Temple Baptist Church, Los 
Angeles; Minister of Outreach at Beth 
Eden Baptist Church,  Oakland; and 
Program Associate for Contextual/Field 
Education at the Pacific School of 
Religion in Berkeley.

Michael-Ray’s local community 
involvement includes: co-chair of the 
Board of Directors of PACT in San 
José (People Acting in Community 
Together), a part of the PICO National 
Network; and vice chair of the Board 
of Directors of The Interfaith Council 
on Race, Religion and Social and 
Economic Justice.

Michael-Ray is married to Dené 
Murray-Mathews, a telecommunications 
engineer with Cingular Wireless in 
Pleasanton. They are parents to eight-
year old Kenan Michael Mathews.

Michael-Ray became acquainted with the Alliance in January 2002, when he was a preacher 
at a mini-Convocation in Oakland, CA, sponsored by the Alliance and Pacific Coast 
Baptist Association. The next spring, he said, he was invited by board member Richard 

Groves to attend the Convocation in Winston-Salem. Having found a community of friends and 
colleagues in the Alliance, Michael-Ray said he looks forward to opportunities for fellowship and 
spiritual growth. He was elected to the Alliance’s board in April and will attend his first board 
meeting next month. As a board member, Michael-Ray hopes to contribute to the Alliance’s 
exploration into issues of diversity and racial reconciliation.
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