Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association
Board Meeting
February 26, 2009


 
Present: Ambrose, Beard, Boord, Clapper, Davis, Fisher, Ganstine, Hart, Karwedsky, Lyle, McCarter, Shultz, Williams

Absent: Boone, Kelsey, Koonce, Logan, Spencer, Strausbaugh, Wilkerson

 
Guests:  Lucy Garrabrants, Shirley Amitrano, Dianne Naff


President Jim Clapper called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. at the Radnor Lake Visitors Center, Nashville, Tennessee.


Minutes.  Sherry Beard presented the January minutes, which had been sent to Board members in advance, for approval. Minutes were approved as presented.


Financial Report.  Sam Davis and Lucy Garrabrants presented the January financials.  We should expect income from investments to go down some.  Signature cards for all accounts are updated.  Revenue for January is down a little but expect it to be back in sync in February with Roll School fees coming in.  Annual payments hit in January which affects the bottom line.  The financials were approved as presented.

 
River Access.  Patty Shultz reported on the presentation to the Metro Greenways Commission for a blueways program.  They want to meet with the committee on monthly basis to stay on track.  There was a report of an access site in Montgomery County having been blocked by TDOT.  Dennis Crumby looked into the situation and said it is a gray area.  Patty will write a letter to Gerald Nicely on behalf of TSRA regarding the Park and Float initiative and river access.


Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation.  Dianne Naff made a presentation on the Mound Bottom area, bringing maps, t-shirts, and an invitation to tour the site.  The Foundation is focusing on the Mississippi River corridor at this time.  She requested the Board to consider a $5,000 contribution towards the payment of the loan for the purchase of the Mound Bottom property.  There will be a dedication on May 2nd with lunch and adult beverages.  The state will purchase the site later this year.  State Park Connection grants are available for this year.  Information is on the website.  Deadline for application is October 30th.


Conservation Committee.  Rob Karwedsky reported on conservation activities.  Tennessee Clean Water Network has provided talking points for several water issues.  Rob will rework and get on the website.  TVC has an emergency petition to end the commercial harvest of turtles in Tennessee.  Does not prohibit private citizens from taking but it is difficult to tell the endangered species from the rest.  There is a meeting scheduled regarding the Mill Creek crayfish.  The Nashville Zoo wants to start a propagation program.  Barnett asked about mining rights legislation.


Community Shares.  Lisa McCarter said that Part II of the annual report – the long narrative part – has been submitted.  She has written an article for newsletter for 5 points.  She asked Board members to help with writing thank-you notes to our donors.


TWRA Clean Stream Grants.  Lucy reported that there are grants for this fiscal year for clean-up efforts.  Lucy and Trent will coordinate for TSRA.

Roll School.  Jack Lyle commended Shirley’s assistance with registration.  Chaos reigned but order was established.  There were 44 paid students.  Lisa asked that the Community Shares sign be displayed and an announcement made.  We will get points.


Instructor Seminar.  Eric reported that Instructor seminar will be held April 3-5 at Camp Ocoee.  Sam and Scott will be the instructors.


Canoe and Kayak School.  Beth Boord announced that Canoe and Kayak School will be June 5-7.  Camping will be at Gee Creek.  Permits need to be checked on for the school.


Rendezvous.  Shirley Amitrano reported that there was not meeting in February.  She is working on advertising especially free listings, paddling websites, other sports groups, meet-up groups, and outfitters.  Trent will help with publicity.  $500 was approved for publicity for Rendezvous.


Credit Card Payments online.  Henry Ambrose reported that the committee was still working on the process.  It will streamline the payment process and provide a better product.  Lisa asked how much this service would cost and requested that we closely monitor the cost on a trial basis before approving it as a permanent expenditure. Henry will keep the Board abreast of events so that it can be approved.
Membership Database Redesign.  Shirley Amitrano reported that the database is running smoothly and can track everything we need to track.  The design is done and on a server for this year.  It is not ready to go online yet.


Obed license plate.  1290 persons got the survey.  300 people looked at the survey; 172 completed the survey.  After Shirley conveyed the survey results, it was proposed that she draft a letter that our membership is not supportive.


Intro School.  A coordinator is needed.  Trent might do it but will let the Board know.

Piney River Trip.  Rob said he had been down checking the river out and was not happy with the folks down there.  The trip will be changed to the Buffalo.


Dragon Boat.  Henry reported that sponsorships not going well.  Bridgestone is on board but has not committed an amount.  Ingram has not committed to a sponsorship.  We need to think about how to proceed if major sponsorships do not materialize.


The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Sherry K. Beard
