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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, Amen.

God moves and God acts as God wills. It’s Kairos time
this morning. Of course, it always is but we have
such crystal-clear illustrations on this sixth Sunday in
Pentecost. Today we are witnesses to the ongoing saga
of Abraham during the “in between time”, the
“Zwischenzeit”, a time between promise and
realization. You really perked up on that German
word, didn’t you!

Whenever the Patriarchal promises of God aren’t
realized in the more immediate chronological time
frame humans understand, Abraham and Sarah and
their whole tribe get “antsy” and decide to help God.
They veered off the prescribed pathway and ended up
in Egypt where Sarah was placed in grave danger.
Then the whole Hagar/Ishmael saga unfolded and
caused a disaster of major proportions.

Abraham has largely been faithful and attentive to the
divine appearances, but, as one writer has described
it, “Skepticism looks only at the facts.” What is clearly
evident is that 98 year old women don’t get pregnant.
In the face of this, Abraham has really tried, for






