Criteria for the Nashville PRSA Scholarship

In 2011, two $1,500 scholarships will be awarded to the public relations students who demonstrate academic excellence, campus service, and professionalism in the practice of public relations.

With an open, competitive application process, the recipient will be selected by a committee appointed by the Nashville PRSA President. The selection will be based on the following criteria:
· Minimum 3.00 Grade Point Average.

· An active PRSSA member in good standing.

· A junior or senior classification (for the upcoming fall 2011 – spring 2012 school year).

· Prior positive internship experience, replete with references.

· Demonstrated professionalism in the classroom, campus, and community, which will be documented by the PRSSA faculty adviser in a letter of recommendation.

· A full-time student enrolled in a college or university with a PRSSA Chapter, affiliated with PRSA’s Nashville chapter, currently including, but not limited to, Austin Peay State University, Belmont University, Lipscomb University, and Middle Tennessee State University.

· Each selected scholarship winner is expected to donate five volunteer hours to the Nashville chapter by participating in a selected project, either as a committee member or independently, designed to provide a learning experience in public relations.  The volunteer project will be determined each year by the chapter president, the scholarship committee chair(s), and the scholarship recipient.  The scholarship recipient will be assigned a chapter mentor to oversee the project, if an independent project is selected.  

Application Process

Students must submit 1) completed application, 2) one copy of their resume, 3) letters of recommendation from faculty adviser (to include verification of your GPA) and one internship supervisor, 4) a one-page essay, and 5) a portfolio of previous work from internships and/or the campus newspaper, or other appropriate publications to the committee by the annual deadline. The one-page essay should address the following question: How has your involvement in PRSSA helped further your education and career goals? Finalists may be required to complete an interview with the Selection Committee. 

Mail applications to:

The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee
Attn: Kallie Bienvenu 
3833 Cleghorn Ave. #400
Nashville, TN 37215
Students will not receive these materials back, so please make copies.

The deadline for the 2011/2012 scholarship application is Friday, April 1, 2011. Electronic submissions will not be accepted. Failure to make the deadline will automatically disqualify the applicant.

The finalists will serve as hosts and be recognized at the Nashville PRSA 2011 Parthenon Awards banquet on Tuesday, April 19.
