Making Your Order of Protection
Last Longer

You can get an Order of Protection if someone:

Physically hurt you on purpose OR
Threatened to hurt you OR

Raped or threatened to rape you OR
Is stalking you.

An Order of Protection orders the person to stay
away and not contact you. If they do, they can be
arrested.

Who can you get an Order of Protection
against?

You can get an Order of Protection if you are hit or
threatened by:

Your past or present husband or wife;

Your child’s other parent;

Someone you have lived with;

Someone kin to you by blood or marriage or

adoption;

Someone you have dated or had sex with;

¢ A child of someone you dated, lived with, had
sex with or married;

* Someone who stalked you; or

¢ Someone who raped or threatened to rape

you.

How long does an order of protection last?

There are usually 2 orders of protection in each

case. You get the first one after you file your case. It
is called an Ex Parte Order of Protection. Ex Parte
means the court only heard your side of the story.
This Order only lasts only 15 days. That is usually
long enough for the hearing to take place. But
sometimes the hearing takes longer. If that happens,
the court will let the Order last until the new hearing
date.

At the hearing, the other person will get to tell their
side of the story. You must prove that you need
protection from the other person. If you do, the judge
will give you a second Order of Protection. This
Order of Protection can last for up to 1 year.

Can a 1-year Order of Protection last longer?

Yes. If you can prove you still need protection, the
judge can make it last 1 more year. You can keep

doing this as long as you can prove you still need
protection.

When should you ask to have the Order last
longer?

Do it at least 1 month before the Order of Protection
ends. You can get the paper you need to fill out from
the Circuit Court clerk's office. They can help you
with the paper. Or they can tell you who can help
you. The paper says the Order of Protection will last
until the judge holds a hearing. At the hearing, you
have to prove why you want it to last another year.

Can an Order of Protection last more than 1
year?

Yes, if the person broke the Order of Protection. The
judge has to decide this at a hearing and hear both
sides. Then the judge can make the Order last 5 years.
What if the person breaks the Order again? Then the
judge can make the Order last up to 10 years.
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