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Lynn Hyder and 
Jeff Sims have a lot 
in common. They’re 
from the South. 
They’re graduates 
of BTSR. They’re  
single (at least 
for now). They’re 
chaplains endorsed 
by the Alliance. 
They started their 
current jobs in 
October 2003. And 
they both interact 
with the criminal 
justice system in New 
Orleans on a daily 
basis.

Both Lynn and Jeff are staff 
chaplains for the McFarland Institute, 
an organization that collaborates with 
various entities.  “The institutions do 
not pay for our services, but provide a 
placement setting and office space, while 
McFarland ensures training and pays our 
salaries,” Jeff said.

Lynn is assigned to the New Orleans 
Police Department, and Jeff to the 

Orleans Parish District Attorney’s Office. 
“Jeff and I have been friends for quite 
some time and now our paths cross 
frequently,” Lynn said. “I will sometimes 
be in contact with a crime victim, and 
when they move toward the court process 
and start working with the District 
Attorney’s office, I refer them to Jeff.”

“Occasionally, we both work with the 
same family – Jeff providing support 
to a victim’s family and to the district 
attorneys and me providing support to 
officers and detectives. Jeff and I also 
provide support to one another.”

“I sometimes meet a victim in court 
that Lynn has encountered on a crime 
scene,” Jeff said, “and I often meet 
officers in court that have benefited from 
her pastoral care.”

Lynn’s job is to provide pastoral 
support to officers in the Police 
Department but she sometimes also 
meets with a victim or witness on the 
scene or in the station. “A typical day 
is hard to describe because every day is 
different – which is part of the appeal 
for me,” Lynn said. “However, the 
program is designed in such a way that 

I attend roll call (at 6:25 a.m., 2:25 p.m. 
or 10:25 p.m.) and find an officer to ride 
with for the shift. I respond to calls with 
them, everything from reports of stolen 
puppies to homicides. There are many 
tragedies and many hilarious moments.”

“Between calls I am able to establish 
a relationship with the officer and from 
that relationship, ministry takes place,” 
she said. “At officers’ requests, I’ve 
attended family gatherings with them, 
their children’s birthday parties and 
sporting events. I’ve visited officers and 
their family members in the hospital. 
And, I’ve attended disciplinary hearings 
and court appearances with officers to 
provide support.”

Lynn completed an internship at 
VCU Health Systems in Richmond 
and completed a residency with The 
McFarland Institute in the NOPD in 
2000-2001. Previously, she served 
in church settings in South Carolina, 
Virginia, and Florida.

“I found that I experienced a sense of 
effectiveness in chaplaincy during both 
my internship and residency that I had not 
experienced in 

Lynn Hyder, 
left, talking with 
Sergeant Julie 
Basha of the New 
Orleans Police 
Department after 
a fellow officer 
was killed in the 
line of duty.

Jeff Sims is a native of Talladega, AL, who spent four years in the United States Air Force (1988-1992). 
He is a Desert Storm veteran. After service he attended Samford University where he majored in religion and 
minored in history. He graduated from BTSR with an M.Div. in May 1999. In April of this year he earned 
the status of Board Certified Chaplain with the Association of Professional Chaplains.  Jeff is engaged to 
Erin Ann Evans. “Erin is Catholic and we spend our Sundays searching for that place where an Alliance of 
Baptists minister and a cradle roll Roman Catholic can find common ground and worship,” he said. “We 
desire to find a community of faith that honors both of our religious traditions and have felt most comfortable 
worshipping with our United Methodist friends.”

Chaplains in the criminal justice system
Lynn Hyder and Jeff Sims are endorsed by the Alliance. They spend 
their days on the streets and in the courts of New Orleans working with 
police officers, attorneys, victims of crime and those accused of crimes.



happenings
The Alliance-affiliated 

Metro Baptist Church, 
New York City, installed 
Tiffany Triplett as associate 
minister June 12. She has 
been working with the 
congregation as an intern 
while completing her 
M.Div. degree at Princeton 
Theological Seminary.

Alliance member Lu 
Treadwell was ordained 

to the ministry May 25 by 
Seventh & James Baptist 
Church of Waco, TX. Lu 
is a former member of the 
Alliance Board of Directors 
and was a key player in 
organizing some of the first 
Alliance convocations and 
other gatherings.

Mary Ruth and Roger 
Crook of Raleigh, NC, 

celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary in May with 
their church family at Pullen 
Memorial Baptist Church. 
The pair played pivotal 
roles in establishing the 
Alliance partnership with the 
Fraternity of Baptist Churches 
of Cuba and our relationship 
with the Baptist Union of the 
Republic of Georgia.

Stephen Boyd, professor 
of religion at Wake 

Forest University, recently 
was awarded the 2005 
Schoonmaker Faculty Prize 
for Community Service. He 
will be recognized at Wake 
Forest’s fall convocation. As 
stated in the announcement 
of his selection to faculty 
and administrators, “During 
his 20 years on campus, 
Dr. Boyd has demonstrated 
a strong commitment to 
community service through 
his involvement at Wake 
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For somebody who grew 
up and worked in the north 
her entire career, Carol 
Ferris is settling in easily 
to retirement life in Aiken, 
SC, a small city she and her 
husband Ron retired to after 
researching various living 
options in several places. 

“Ron likes music and 
astronomy and Aiken has a 
strong choral society and an 
observatory,” she said. “As 
for me, I can adjust and make 
the most of wherever I am, 
and I have found Aiken to be 
a wonderful place to live.”

Carol worked only a couple 
of years as the bookkeeper 
for the Alliance, ending her 
tenure in April, but found in 
the Alliance a group of people 
who thought like she did.

“The Alliance’s philosophy 
and its goals are similar to 
mine,” she said. “What the 
Alliance stands for is so far 
beyond what the rest of the 
world is willing to accept and 

grow into,” she said. 
The Alliance stands on 

homosexuality and racism 
are just two examples, she 
said, that Alliance people do 
understand these issues and 
are willing to accept people 
as they are.

“To me that is being 
a Christian — accepting 
everyone rather than saying 
they don’t fit into my mold,” 
she said. “I am proud that I 
had a small part in this work.”

Carol grew up in 
Rochester, NY. Before 
opening her bookkeeping 
business, she worked 30 
years in the health care 
industry. Ron worked and 
retired from both IBM and 
Lockheed-Martin.

She and Ron have two 
children, a son Bryan who 
works for GE in Atlanta; 
and a daughter Cynthia, 
who works for Children’s 
Services in Fairfax County, 
VA. They have three 

grandchildren.
Carol and Ron plan to do a 

lot of traveling in retirement 
and she intends to volunteer 
for the local hospital 
beginning in the fall.

“I sincerely hope that if I 
can be of any service to the 
Alliance, I shall do my best 
to help,” Carol said. “I thank 
you for the opportunity to 
have known this wonderful 
and committed organization. 
I have always said that God 
works in many ways and the 
Alliance is a fine example of 
that work.”

Alliance’s former bookkeeper  
settling into life in the South

Forest and in Winston-Salem. 
He has generously given of 
his time and self.”

James Lamkin, pastor 
of the Alliance-affiliated 

Northside Baptist Drive 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, will 
be on sabbatical leave during 
the month of July. During 
his absence the church will 
host a festival of preaching 
featuring 14 distinguished 
preachers and theologians, 
including Fred Craddock, 
John Claypool, Thomas 
Conley and Walter Shurden. 

A full listing of the visiting 
preachers can be found on 
the Northside Drive Web site 
(www.ndbc.org). 

The Advent Spirituality 
Center, a recipient 

of Alliance Mission 
Offering funds, will hold 
a prayer retreat Aug. 5-7 
at Richmond Hill Retreat 
Center in Richmond, VA. 
For more information, visit 
www.adventcenter.org or 
contact Paula Dempsey, 
info@adventcenter.org or 
828.206.0383.

For her service, the board 
has made Carol Ferris a life-
time member of the Alliance.
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David Beckmann of Bread for the World believes we 
can put an end to world hunger.

Beckmann, the visionary leader of the venerable 
grassroots Christian citizens organization whose sole purpose 
is to do away with hunger and the poverty that is its incubator, 
said so again and again last month during one of the most 
extraordinary lobbying efforts ever put together by the 
religious community in the United States. 

Responding to the theme of the occasion, One Table, Many 
Voices: A Mobilization to Overcome Poverty and 
Hunger, more than 1,000 participants convened 
on Washington for four days of study and action 
designed to put the nation on a course to eliminate 
hunger in our time.

Beckmann was not alone. Other key organizers 
included Bob Forney, president and CEO of 
America’s Second Harvest, the national food bank 
network, and Jim Wallis, convener of Call to Renewal. Each 
of these leaders has a well-earned reputation as an effective 
lobbyist in a town where religious lobbying is not always 
persuasive. Theirs was the vision to bring together as broad 
a spectrum of religious leaders as ever has been assembled 
at one time for the purpose of influencing public policy on a 
single objective.

Activities included a White House meeting with the 
director of the president’s office of faith-based initiatives and 
the assistant secretary of agriculture for nutrition and food 
distribution and a rally at the MCI Center featuring an address 
by the secretary of agriculture.

Yet the highlight of the four days was an extraordinary 
interfaith convocation at the Washington National Cathedral 

attended by more than 40 heads of Christian communions 
and other faith groups. These ranged from Theodore Cardinal 
McCarrick, Catholic archbishop of Washington, to Elder 
Connie Mirabal of the Hopi Nation.

Certainly unplanned and quite unexpectedly, I found myself 
processing and recessing next to the representative of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Behind us was Daniel Vestal 
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, who had the honor of 
reading the Gospel lesson from Matthew 25. Readings were 

heard from the Hebrew Bible, Christian Scriptures 
and the Qur’an, as well as from the sacred texts of 
Buddhism, Hinduism and the Sikh faith. 

Principal speaker was Njongonkulu W.H. 
Ndungane, Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, 
South Africa, who succeeded Desmond Tutu. He 
was presented by his American colleague Frank 
T. Griswold, presiding bishop and primate of the 

Episcopal Church, USA. In his address, Archbishop Ndungane 
respectfully yet forcefully challenged the United States to 
assume its rightful role in leading the world to eliminate hunger. 

Among his listeners was Paul Wolfowitz, just installed as 
the new president of the Washington-based World Bank, who 
came to the Cathedral on his own initiative and was seated 
among the distinguished clergy. Many of us thanked him 
afterwards and encouraged him in his new vocation of peace 
and justice.

David Beckmann, along with Bob Forney and Jim Wallis, 
are onto something. God is doing a new thing in our time. As 
always at such kairos moments, the question is whether we 
perceive it. And then, whether we are willing to do justice and 
love kindness and walk humbly with our God.

 Sometimes it is easy to forget the challenges that 
many of our mission partners face on a daily basis.

Two partners, especially, have been dealing with 
very troubling issues in recent days.

From Morocco, we have learned that Karen 
Thomas Smith has been accused of being a 
missionary whose mission is to proselytize Muslims, 
an unlawful act in that country. Articles about her 
have been written in the local press, and there are 
other issues with which she is dealing.

Karen works as a non-proselytizing chaplain with 
Christians and Muslins at a local university in Ifrane. 
She receives no salary. Alliance mission offering 
funds help with some of her expenses. Karen’s e-
mails are posted at www.allianceofbaptists.org as they 
are received.

 From Zimbabwe, we  hear from Champion 

Chasara, a pastor in Harare who e-mailed to say some 
people in his church have been displaced as that 
country’s government abruptly began demolishing 
shanties and roadside markets in late May, evicting 
thousands of people and bulldozing homes or burning 
them to the ground, in what officials call a cleanup of 
illegal slums and black-market vendors.

Joann Davis, chair of the Alliance’s missions 
committee, has already written John Mazvigadza, 
executive secretary of the Baptist Convention of 
Zimbabwe, to express support and prayers for their 
lives and struggles.

“I hope that we in the Alliance will do all we can 
in raising this issue before our own government and 
local newspapers — write letters, make calls,” she 
said. “And as we learn more about how we might 
assist in Zimbabwe, we will keep you informed.”

Mission Partners: The challenges they face
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the same way in a church setting,” she said.
For Jeff, he found he needed a change  

after 10 years of working in local 
churches. Institutional chaplaincy struck 
a chord with him. After 10 units of CPE 
and a stint as the solo chaplain for a 
hospital in New Orleans, he switched 
from the healthcare setting to the 
criminal justice system.

“To our knowledge there is not another 
chaplain assigned to any other District 
Attorney’s office in the country,” Jeff said. 
“There wasn’t a ready-made paradigm. I 
had to create one.” 

“Each day is a new journey, but 
typically finds me supporting the efforts 
of approximately 80 overworked and 
underpaid assistant district attorneys, 
offering support to victims of violent 
crimes, and providing care and support 
for the 180 other staff members of the 
DA’s office,” Jeff said.

Lynn and Jeff each learned about the 
Alliance as students.

“I have found the Alliance to be a 
group of people who act on their beliefs 

rather than simply sit around and talk 
about them,” Lynn said. “The Alliance’s 
commitment to issues of justice and 
inclusiveness are important to me and 
all of these issues caused me to seek 
endorsement from the Alliance. 

“Additionally, officers in New Orleans 
and even members of the community 
only have New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary as a frame of 
reference for Baptists,” she said. “Being 
a member of the Alliance affords me the 
opportunity to share a different picture of 
Baptists with them.”

Jeff attended his first Alliance 
Convocation in Richmond. “I was a 
seminary student and attended several 
events during that weekend,” he said. “I 
was struck by the Alliance’s commitment 
to historic Baptist principles and 
specifically appreciated the Alliance’s 
stand on the role of women in church 
leadership, caring for our earth and 
environment, commitment to ecumenical 
endeavors, and creating space at the 
table for all of God’s people, regardless 

of gender, race, religion, or sexual 
orientation.”

“I also benefited from the Alliance’s 
commitment to these issues as they 
supported and partially funded my 
involvement with the Seminary Programme 
of the Eighth Meeting of the World Council 
of Churches in Harare, Zimbabwe, in 1998. 
This experience put me on the front lines of 
the greater church’s work in this world.”

Lynn Hyder grew up in Charleston, 
SC, and earned a B.A. in political 
science with an emphasis in public 
policy from the College of Charleston. 
“That major has really proven to be 
helpful in my ministry – particularly 
now,” she said. She is a 2000 M.Div. 
graduate of BTSR. She obtained 
professional certification through the 
Association of Professional Chaplains 
in April. Her parents are Ben and Agnes 
Hyder of Beaufort, SC, where they 
are members of The Baptist Church 
of Beaufort. Her mom attended her 
first Alliance meeting with Lynn in 
Greenville in April.

Chaplains in criminal justice—


