Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association
Board Meeting
January 22, 2009

 
Present: Beard, Boone, Boord, Clapper, Davis, Fisher, Ganstine, Hart, Karwedsky, Logan, Lyle, McCarter, Shultz, Wilkerson


Absent: Kelsey, Koonce, Spencer, Strausbaugh, Williams

 
Guests:  Lucy Garrabrants, Shirley Amitrano, Henry Ambrose


President Jim Clapper called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. at the Radnor Lake Visitors Center, Nashville, Tennessee.

Minutes.  Sherry Beard presented the December minutes, which had been sent to Board members in advance, for approval. Minutes were approved as presented.


Financial Report.  Lucy Garrabrants presented the financial report in the absence of Sam Davis.  The November 2008 minutes were approved as presented.  The December 2008 financials were approved as presented.

Election of Board member to fill vacant position.  Due to a resignation, Mark Deaton was nominated to fill an empty position on the Board.  He was elected by acclamation.


2009 Budget.  Jim Clapper presented the budget, which was send in advance to Board members.  The budget was approved as presented.


Instructor Seminar.  Beth Boord asked for someone to take the role of point person for Instructor Seminar.  Eric Fisher agreed to do so.  Sam Davis and Scott Strausbaugh will be instructing.


Obed Watershed Association.  Dennis Gregg from the Association attended at the invitation of Henry Ambrose.  On February 9th, there will be a press conference at Legislative Plaza to educate both legislators and the public about Tennessee’s Water Blueprint.


Dennis also asked TSRA to support a license plate for the Obed River.  Proceeds would be used for land acquisition in the watershed, general education, and stream restoration.


After discussion, the Board decided to survey the TSRA membership and report the results back to the watershed association.


Tennessee Conservation Voters.  Daniel Boone submitted 5 priorities for TSRA to TCV for 2009.  They are:

Board Composition – change regulatory boards (Air, Solid Waste, and Water) to provide better balance and/or give governor appointing authority without mandated industry appointments.


Comprehensive recycling – require improved litter reduction and recycling efforts, including but not limited to container deposit/bottle bill.


Mountain top removal – restrict the issuance of coal mining permits relative to altering ridgelines and polluting streams.

Water quality defined – oppose efforts to re-define “waters of the state” that creates a less protective definition of waters.


Water quality protection – grant TDEC more authority to issue stop work orders for violations of the Water Quality Control Act and/or other measures to protect our water quality and quantity.


There was also a press conference on the day of the Board meeting which recognized legislators receiving “friends” awards.


Daniel also reminded the Board of the upcoming TCV fundraising event at Travelers’ Rest.

Cumberland River Compact.  CCC has asked for TSRA to participate in their Catfish Rodeo and Water Festival on June 6th at Shelby Bottoms.  Daniel, Lisa, and Sherry will coordinate.


Conservation Committee.  Rob Karwedsky reported.  Tennessee Parks and Greenways would like to be on our February agenda for a presentation.  They have recently purchased property at Mound Bottoms on the Harpeth River and will have some scheduled visitations.  The dates are on their website.


River Access.  Patty Shultz reported that the committee was participating in a presentation on February 11th to the Metro Greenways Commission for a blueways program.  The committee has also asked to be nominated for another REI grant.  Eric Fisher said that he would check into that as he works for REI.


Community Shares.  Lisa McCarter reported that she had submitted Part I of the annual report to Community Shares.  Part II is due in February.  Over $300 was collected for Community Shares at the annual holiday party.

“Paddling Club” Designation.  Lisa McCarter cautioned that we need to be very careful about our characterization – that we are a conservation group instead of a recreational group as the legislature has made a change to charge sales tax on recreational club dues.  Board members can check the Guidestar website for more information.


Roll School.  Jack Lyle reported.  We are to use the TSU pool for roll school.  Dr. Tim Jones wants to establish a longtime relationship with TSRA.  There are 21 people committed to teach – need 5-10 more instructors.  Eric Fisher announced a get together at Beyond the Edge the week before roll school starts.


Canoe and Kayak School.  Beth Boord reported that there is a date conflict with Gee Creek to use the facilities.  She will work on alternative dates and get that date out to the membership.


Rendezvous.  Shirley Amitrano reported.  Jim Shelton is coordinating the event.  We need auction items and there is a need for additional auction item solicitors.  We will accept Visa and Master Card for purchases.


Credit Card Payments.  Jim Clapper reported that while TSRA can currently accept credit card payments online, the system is very simple and does not work well.  As we need a more sophisticated shopping cart system and as TSRA will also be collecting the entry fees for Dragon Boat, the financial group is looking at obtaining a merchant account to streamline acceptance of credit card payments.  It will provide an audit trail and will also provide the consumer a confirmation.  They are working with InsBank to set the system up.  They are also looking at a checkscan system with gives the financial side a better checks and balance system.  Costs will be between 1-1/2 and 3 percent depending on the options chosen.


Membership Database Redesign Update.  Shirley Amitrano reported that it would be good to have membership data online so that members can update their own account.  It is still in the early stages but Charlie Jordan is working on the effort.  The system will generate renewals, thank yous for donations, etc.


Dragon Boat.  Shirley attended the first meeting.  Her first task is to redesign part of the brochure to streamline it.  There is no commitment from Bridgestone at this point.  The next meeting is the week of February 9th.


Publicity on Stream Gauge Issue.  Henry Ambrose is awaiting a call for a comment to the Chattanooga newspaper.  The Board suggested several points to cover for the need for the gauges – recreation, flood control, scientific data collection, economics, and water quality.


Spencer, TN.  Daniel Boone provided background on the case.  Spencer decided to do a land application for their sewage treatment.  It is working and TSRA has released them from mitigation.


The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,

 

Sherry K. Beard
