Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association

Board Meeting

July 23, 2009

Time & Place:  7:00 p.m., Radnor Lake Visitor Center, Nashville

Present:  D. Boone, J. Clapper, S. Davis, T. Ganstine, R. Karwedsky, J. Lyle, L. McCarter, M. Spencer, and C. Wilkerson

Absent:  H. Ambrose, S. Beard, B. Boord, E. Fisher, B. Hart, B. Kelsey, B. Koonce, S. Logan, P. Shultz, S. Strausbaugh, B. Williams

Guests:  Lucy Garrabrants, Shirley Amitrano

President Jim Clapper called the meeting to order. 

MINUTES & FINANCIAL REPORT:

It was noted by Sam Davis and Lucy that June was a good month for revenue, as the receipts were in for the remainder of our schools and we received a check from Community Shares in the amount of $5,677.00.  However, a quorum was not present so neither the minutes from the June meeting nor the June financials were approved.  These were passed to the August meeting.

DONATION LETTER:

Sam is preparing templates, with assistance from Beth, for two letters, one of which will go out to Board members and the other to Life members in the next few weeks seeking donations.

BOARD MEETING DATES:

Due to holiday and scheduling conflicts at the Radnor Visitor Center, the Board will meet on November 19, 2009 at REI and our December meeting will be on December 10, 2009, also at REI in Brentwood.

CONSERVATION:

Rob reported that he met with Parks & Greenways regarding an area near Clear Fork and the Big South Fork that is for sale.  It has a conservation easement on most of it.  Parks & Greenways would like TSRA to publicize the sale in our newsletter and on our web site.

The Army Corps of Engineers has two proposals to deny a nationwide permit for mountaintop removal mining in any areas.  TSRA will submit comments in favor of denying the permit.

We need to make a contribution of $1,000 to Tennessee Conservation Voters for the 2010 legislative score card, as we have done in previous years.  This is not a lobbying expense, but comes from special projects money in our conservation budget.  Jim will e-mail the entire the board to gauge approval for this.

A Mill Creek Watershed investigatory group has been formed to see if there is enough interest in forming a Mill Creek Watershed Association.

Rob reported that we should consider another contribution to the Swan Conservation Trust, to which we have contributed in the past for its purchase of land at the headwaters of Big Swan Creek.  The Trust is currently paying substantial interest on this purchase.  This was passed to next month due to the lack of a quorum.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

Trent reported that we are trying to get more people on the ballot and more people to vote.  The August newsletter will announce that we are accepting nominations through August 16.  A form for preparing a nominee’s bio will be placed on online and it will require that each person state his or her goals.  The ballot will be published by August 24, 2009 on our web site and then will appear in the September newsletter.  The deadline for voting online will be September 25.  Mail-in voting will be available, as will voting on the day of our annual meeting in September.

MUSIC CITY TRIATHLON:

Jack reported that this event is taking place July 26, 2009, in downtown Nashville and TSRA is providing volunteer paddlers to support the swimming portion of the event.  More volunteers are needed.

DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL:

There are 28 boats registered so far.  They need 35 to break even.  TSRA had indicated it would try to register and subsidize two teams (boats), so we need to find captains and expedite that process.  The cut-off is the end of the second week of August.  Woody and Dian Woodall will be chairing one of our boats.  Every boat needs to have a minimum of eight women on the team. We need to advise our members to participate by donating $15.00 to secure a spot on a TSRA boat.  We can set this up through pay-pal.  

Jim Clapper will oversee the volunteers for this event.  We will need to have a TSRA booth at the event.

HOT ROLLS:

Trent reported that they led a group of eight people on the Hiwassee July 18 and 19.  They had five support boats.

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY:

Shirley is working on our 2009 directory, but needs to find the database from the last one and determine which software to use.  Charlie Jordan may be able to help.  Daniel pointed out that we need to update the addresses on legislative members due to the office changes following last year’s election.

MEMBERSHIP:

We need to devise a letter/card to send to expired or delinquent members to notify them of their status and encourage them to rejoin.  Trent will handle this if someone can supply him with the list of delinquent members.

SWIFTWATER RESCUE:

There were eighteen students in this class.  Charlie Wilkerson and Woody Woodall, who both participated, want to get ACA-certified and they are researching dates and avenues for this.  They hope to secure certification by the spring of 2010.

BASIC RIVER RESCUE:

This will be held August 15-16 on the Hiwassee and Trent will lead it.  Plenty of instructors are available and they have had a good response so far.

SAFETY CHAIR:

We need someone to assist Shirley, who will act as the clearinghouse for submitting waivers to ACA.  A job description will be developed.  Basically we need someone who can run herd over trip leaders to ensure these waivers are signed and collected.

CANOE & KAYAK SCHOOL – 2010:

Sally Barr has agreed to chair this. 

ROLL SCHOOL – 2010:

Jack Lyle has agreed to chair this school again.  It will be held at TSU.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

