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The Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area (TCWNHA) is a statewide program
dedicated to the interpretation and
Reconstruction legacies. Partially funded by the National Park Service, the TCWNHA
is one of several projects administered by the Center for Historic Preservation at
Middle Tennessee State University.
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INTRODUCTION

The historic Doe Creek School is located along Doe Creek Road, a few miles
south of Scotts Hill in southeastern Henderson County, adjacent to the Decatur County
line. Originally built during the Reconstruction period, ¢.1870, as a meeting place for a
Baptist congregation, the multipurpose building served as a schoolhouse and church
for several generations until legendary teacher EImer Duck dismissed the last class in
the early 1950s.

The modest one-room building is a local landmark. The structure itself is a rec-
tangular hewn | og house, approximately 246 by
ing. Large yellow poplar trees were cut down in the nearby woods and hauled to the
site by a team of oxen, where the carpenters hewed the logs on two sides before
erecting them. The roof consists of corrugated sheet metal, although it appears that
wooden shingles covered the building originally. A brick chimney emerges from the
peak of the roof at the center of the structure.

Oriented along an east-west axis, the gable-front schoolhouse faces the road.
Double doors on the east wall provide entry to the interior. The traditional fenestration
pattern of the church building called for two windows on each of the remaining three
walls; however, two additional windows have been inserted between the windows on
the south side at a later date to improve the lighting in the classroom.

The significance of the Doe Creek School as the last of the one-room log
school houses that once dotted the regionbs ru
The old schoolhouse, which continues to serve as a symbol of the importance that our
forbears placed on education in the past, may provide some inspiration for the genera-

tions of the future.



Foundation i Consists of piers composed of rocks and concrete blocks, some
turned sideways, laid on the bare earth. These piers should be replaced by ones that
are made from | arge flat | imestone rocks, at
concrete footers dug below the frost | ine. A

between the ground and the nearest surface of the wooden sill logs.

Sill Logs T Consist of three large squared timbers running the long way under
the building, one under each long wall and one down the center. One end of the
middle timber is shown in the above photograph. Some have been repaired at some
time in the past. Due to deterioration, these timbers should be replaced by similarly-
sized stock, preferably utilizing a decay resistant wood (such as white oak or red

cedar).

Floor Joists (Sleepers) 1 Consist of small round red oak logs, approximately
eight inches in diameter, supported on each end by a sill log. Both ends of the joists
were roughly worked to fit to sills. All of these sleepers should be inspected for

deterioration and replaced if necessary with the same type of material.



WallLogs iConsi st of hewn yellow popl ar
dovetail notched at the ends. Some of these logs, particularly near the bottom of the
walls, have deteriorated beyond repair. They should be replaced with similar stock,
worked and notched to match the others. A member of the community has saved

some of the shorter logs from the west wall and has them stored at his home.

Chinking and Daubing 1 Consist of wood billets and small stones covered with
a Portland cement-based mortar. The chinking should be examined to make sure it is
wedged firmly between the logs and replaced if necessary. Portland cement should
not be used in the daubing; rather, a lime-based mixture should be employed which will

not cause the wood of the adjoining logs to deteriorate.
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