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Foreword 
 

The Tennessee Independent Colleges and Universities Association (TICUA) is pleased to present 

Characteristics Fall 2009 . This ninth edition of the report highlights trends in student  

participation, affordability, and degree completion for our member institutions and their students 

through the 2009 fall semester.  

 

Our 35 member colleges and universities educate more than 72,000 students from across the 

state, throughout the country, and around the world. TICUA member institutions enrolled 24% of 

the students in Tennessee, but awarded 32% of all degrees in the State. 

 

This document has three distinct sections. Section One provides a one-year snapshot of the  

private educational sector in Tennessee as a whole. Section Two presents trends over time at the 

independent colleges and universities. Section Three offers comparisons of the private  

educational sector to public education in Tennessee. Two appendices extend a detailed picture 

of each of the member campuses. 

 

We hope that Characteristics Fall 2009  is informative to you. Together these sections are  

intended to inform campus, business, and government leaders who provide direction for higher 

education policy at the institution, local, state, and federal levels. We strive to ensure that the 

information contained in this publication is as accurate and current as possible.  

 

The data contained in this report were furnished by member institutions as part of TICUAõs  

enrollment and completions reporting cycle. Additional data sources, if any, are indicated by 

notes accompanying each figure. We wish to thank our member institutions for working with us 

over the years to accurately and timely reflect the contributions of Tennessee independent 

colleges and universities.  

 

We welcome your thoughts and comments on this publication at research@ticua.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:research@ticua.org
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TICUA Highlights 

Participation:  
 
Enrollment by Headcount 

TICUA member institutions enrolled about one-quarter (24%) of the students attending  

      college in Tennessee. 

From fall 2008 to fall 2009, enrollment at TICUA member campuses increased 6% to an all-

time record high of 72,140.  

Females comprised nearly 61% of the total enrollment at TICUA member colleges and  

      universities. 

Minority students composed nearly one-quarter (23%) of the undergraduate students  

      attending TICUA member colleges and universities. 

58% of students attending TICUA member institutions were Tennessee residents, while 42% 

were from other states and countries. 

TICUA member colleges enrolled students from every county in the State. 

Enrollment by Full-time Equivalency (FTE) 

Fall 2009 FTE enrollment was 67,592 ñ up nearly 7% from the previous year and an all-time 

high for TICUA member campuses. 
 

Affordability:  
 
Grant Aid 

Institutional aid accounted for more than two -thirds (71%) of all grant aid given to students 

attending private colleges and universities, followed by 17% from the State, and 12% from the 

federal government. 

Private institutions provide the majority of aid to their students, 89% of whom receive some 

form of aid. 

Tennessee Educational Lottery Scholarship Award (TELS) 

In 2009-10, nearly 11,750 students attending TICUA institutions received the TELS award.  

Tennessee Student Assistance Award (TSAA) 

In 2009-10, more than 4,300 students attending TICUA member campuses received the 

TSAA.  The per-student average yearly award amount was $4,301. 

Federal Pell Grant 

In 2009-10, nearly one-third of all undergraduate students (16,591) attending TICUA member 

campuses received the Federal Pell Grant award.  The per-student average yearly award 

amount totaled over $4,366. 

Tuition and Fees 

In 2009-10, tuition and fees at TICUA four-year member colleges and universities averaged 

28% less than the national average ($18,945 compared to $26,273). 
 

Completion: 
 

Tennesseeõs independent colleges had higher graduation rates for their students compared to 

the Stateõs public universities. 

TICUA member campuses awarded more masterõs, doctoral, and professional degrees than 

any other higher education sector in the State. 

In 2008-09, our colleges and universities graduated over 3,600 educators (including over 900 

certifications), 3,100 business and management leaders, and 2,500 health care 

professionals. 
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TICUA One-Year Snapshot 
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Fall 2009 Enrollment by Headcount, by Attendance Status 

Fall 2009 Enrollment by Headcount, by Gender 

Females constitute the majority of higher education enrollment. This has been the case nationally since 1978 and in 
Tennessee since 1979 (THEC Tennessee Higher Education Fact Book, 2008-2009). 

Graduate & First-Professional Undergraduate 

Graduate & First-Professional Undergraduate 

Male

6,860 
39%

Female

10,818 
61%

At Tennessee public universities, 74% of students study full-time (THEC Higher Education Fact Book 2008-2009). 

Male

22,907 
42%

Female

31,387 
58%

Full-time

47,751
88%

Part-time

6,553
12%

Full-time

11,039
62%

Part-time

6,654
38%
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White, non-Hispanic, 69%

Black, non-Hispanic, 16%

Unclassified, 6%

Hispanic, 3%

Non-Resident Alien, 3%

Asian or Pacific Islander, 

2%

Native American or 

Alaskan, 1%

Two or more races, <1%

Other, 9%

White, non-Hispanic, 63%

Black, non-Hispanic, 15%

Unclassified, 13%

Asian or Pacific Islander, 

4%

Non-Resident Alien, 2%

Hispanic, 2%

Native American or 

Alaskan, <1%

Two or more races, <1%

Other, 9%

Fall 2009 Enrollment by Headcount, by Ethnicity - 

Graduate and First-Professional 

Fall 2009 Enrollment by Headcount, by Ethnicity - 

Undergraduate 

Note: Information in the above charts is based on IPEDS definitions for race and ethnicity. These definitions are 
currently in transition. By 2010 all institutions will be required to use the new definitions. 


