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Tennessee native Eddy Logan grew up 
a military kid, and a Southern Baptist. 
He earned a B.A. degree from Shorter 
College in Georgia and became a minister 
of music in 1985. Feeling a call to preach, 
he enrolled at Southern Semianry from 
1991-95 to earn an M.Div., then continued 
CPE studies at Baptist Hospital in 
Columbia, SC. 

ñAfter ýnishing that program, I felt 
more lost and confused than ever about 
Godôs calling,ò he said. ñEverything I 
tried just did not feel right.ò

So he took a secular job and settled in 
Cartersville, GA, where he and his wife 
discovered Heritage Baptist Church, an 
Alliance-afýliated congregation.

After six years, Eddy found himself 
longing to return to full-time ministry. ñI 
sincerely believe I owe this renewal of 
Godôs call to the healing I experienced 
while at Heritage,ò he said. ñYet, I still 
wasnôt sure where God wanted me to 
be. I began to earnestly seek Godôs 
direction and began looking at various 
opportunities.ò

What he was led to was the military. 
ñWhile my initial reaction was one of 
complete shock, it began to quickly 
change to one of absolute joy,ò he 
said when he learned he qualiýed 
as a military chaplain. ñThe one 
requirement I did not meet to be 
commissioned as a chaplain 

was that of being ordained. The good 
news was that I was now part of a church 
that didnôt require passing a litmus test 
before ordination was granted.ò

So, he was ordained by Heritage Baptist 
Church and commissioned as an ofýcer in 
the United States Navy Chaplain Corps. 
ñSince I had grown up in the military and 
had been searching for a faith community 
which would allow me to follow my own 
course in seeking Godôs will, becoming 
a military chaplain and being endorsed 
by the Alliance made me feel like I was 
ýnally home,ò 
he said.

ñIn 
retrospect, 
while I 
thought 
I was 
wandering 
in the 
wilderness 
for 16 

years trying to ýnd Godôs will, I was 
gaining invaluable experience. I cannot 
imagine any other ministry in which my 
experience as a pastor, hospital chaplain, 
music minister, youth director and even 
time spent in business management could 
be more useful. On top of that, I grew 
up in the military and I remember the 
pressure and stress my dad faced week 
after week.ò

At his station in Beaufort, Eddy 
provided spiritual support to the sailors 
and their families through worship, Bible 
studies, and counseling. ñI talked with 
and counseled sailors with a wide range 
of issues from depression to relationship 
problems to spiritual issues,ò he said. 

ñThe sailors I served work on the 
deck of an aircraft carrier and did not 
experience ýrst-hand the horrors of 
combat. That does not mean their jobs 
are any less stressful. They have one of 
the most hazardous jobs a person can 
undertake. A sailor cannot risk being 
distracted by issues such as his wife 
back home asking for a divorce or the 
ýnancial strains brought about by being 
overworked and underpaid. Sailors must 
be physically, emotionally, mentally and 

At the time of the 2005 Convocation Alliance-endorsed chaplain Eddy Logan was stationed at the Marine Corps Air Station in 
Beaufort, SC, where he was chaplain serving two Navy F-18 Fighter Squadrons. This month, he is on his way to Okinawa, Japan, 
where he will serve the Seabees of a Navy Mobile Construction Battalion. He also faces the possibility that his Seabee unit will be 
sent to Iraq.

After 16 years óin the wilderness,ô  
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A military chaplain




