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Supplier says city can buy as much as wants, needs

By MINDY TATE, Editor
mtate@williamsonherald.com

The good will was flowing as easily as a country stream Tuesday night between
members of the Franklin Board of Mayor and Aldermen and Harpeth Valley Utility
District, the city’s major drinking water supplier.

It was the first time in years that the two entities had met face to face to discuss the
city’s water needs and its desire to make sure that severe water restrictions imposed
last summer during a severe drought do not happen again.

“The city had a horrific summer with water,” Franklin Mayor John Schroer said. "I
think the goal, my goal at least, in all of this is to make sure Franklin has good
quality water at the least expensive method.”

Harpeth Valley Utility District, whose treatment plant is located on the Cumberland
River in western Williamson County, supplies water to Williamson County to cities like
Franklin, Brentwood and Fairview and to independent utility districts like HB&TS,
Mallory Valley and Milcrofton. In fact, as much as 80 percent of the water treated by
HVUD is headed to Williamson County during peak months, according to General
Manager John Brown.

And with expansion projects currently under way, HVUD can send more to the
county and specifically to Franklin.

“Harpeth Valley said in the 1980s they would float the statue off the Square,” Brown
told aldermen. "I am not here to say anything that brash tonight. We are not here
saying we will float the statue off the Square, but given the time to build and to build
for Williamson County, (we can meet demand).”

During its peak month in 2007, Franklin received 21.622 million gallons of water from
HVUD. The city’s maximum draw day was Oct. 15, when Franklin pulled 8.09 million
gallons, Brown said.
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