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New Hope Academy 
 
PURPOSE . . .to glorify God.  The ultimate purpose of New Hope Academy is to glorify God 
and to teach its students to do the same  
 
MISSION . . . to empower the poor.  New Hope Academy is a Christ centered community 
school with an economically, racially, and culturally diverse student body.  It exists to serve low-
income families by establishing a solid Biblical worldview, instilling vision, confirming hope 
and preparing each young person for a life of service. 
 
VISION . . . to transform culture.  New Hope Academy is dedicated to a unique educational 
experience so that children from all backgrounds may be equipped to become a generation of 
leaders who will reflect our Creator and transform our culture. This vision is cultivated through 
the convergence of three commitments: the promise of excellent, classical education, the mission 
to the underprivileged, the belief in connected, purposeful community. 
 
The promise of an excellent, classical education 
New Hope Academy is committed to exceptional educational programs that establishes for the 
students a solid Biblical world view and cultivates wisdom by nourishing the soul on beauty, 
goodness, and truth.  These educational programs purposefully serve to allow every student to 
reach his/her full potential. The methodology of our classical approach allows our teachers to 
serve as disciplers, mentoring the students, investing love and acceptance into their lives, 
providing a level of security and stability for their students.  These relationships are foundational 
to students’ growth academically, emotionally, and spiritually. 
 
The mission to the underprivileged  
New Hope Academy is committed to the disadvantaged and underserved in our community. 
Providing this educational experience to low-income families is foundational to the school’s 
mission.  Therefore, it is intentional in serving nearly half of its students from low-income 
families. 
 
The belief in connected, purposeful community 
New Hope Academy provides the opportunity for students to form meaningful relationships 
across economic, racial, and cultural differences, and learn to combat the roots of inequity –race 
based separation, class-oriented isolation and fear.  Groomed in this loving, equity promoting 
environment, each student discovers her unique gifts and voice, but also appreciates how to 
harmonize his voice with others.     
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
New Hope Academy began 15 years ago with the vision not to be just another private 
elementary school. The pioneers, who opened the doors with just 33 students, saw an 
opportunity to provide an alternative education to students from low-income 
neighborhoods in Franklin and create lasting change in their families’ lives. They realized 
there were people in Franklin that needed hope … a New Hope. 



In one student’s first year at New Hope Academy, he was asked what he wanted to be 
when he grew up.  “A gangster,” he replied.  The following year he was asked the same 
question. “God and Jesus love me. I am special because God 
made me and Jesus made my legs. I want to be a policeman when 
I grow up,” he replied. 
 
It’s that type of radical change that the independent not-for-profit, 
nondenominational elementary school has experienced and desires 
to continue to see in the students, who come from all 
socioeconomic and racial backgrounds.  The transformation has 
extended to the lives of the parents who have created a community 
free of ethnic barriers and social status, where Grammy Award 
winners interact with families living in government-funded 
housing. 
 
As students realize who they are in God and develop a servant leadership mentality, New 
Hope Academy’s comprehensive classical education helps them excel academically. 

Alumni Garrett Wilson and Demondrae Martin, 
attending Brentwood Academy, tied for second in 
the National Latin Exam. At Battle Ground 
Academy, New Hope students in 2011 were 
among the top five students in each academic area.  
A New Hope graduate scored 25 on the ACT in 
middle school, beating the 11th-grade average 
score of 24. Alumni often are quickly chosen for 
student leadership roles at private middle and high 
schools. In just two weeks at Montgomery Bell 
Academy, Samuel Gaston was selected to be an 
ambassador that represents the school. Sofia 
Goodwin and Annika Virden are the co-chairs of 
Battle Ground Academy’s Fellowship for 
Christian Athletes, a group of about 70 students. 
 
New Hope Academy has never wavered from its 

original mission, with 61% of households on scholarship or financial assistance. As the 
school continues to grow, it requires more financial resources to operate and secure the 
school for the long term. Teachers are often forced to reach into their limited personal 
funds to equip their classrooms. Students from pre-k to sixth grade eat lunch in a hallway 
because there is no cafeteria. New Hope recognizes the importance of the health of their 
students, but with no gym, physical education classes can only be conducted outside in 
the parking lot or in the library on cold or rainy days. 
 
Below is a list of items that New Hope sees as part of its vision to provide an excellent 
education.  New Hope is looking for individuals desiring to partner with us to enhance 
this educational experience.   
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Scholarship Fund 
 
Item:  Matching Gift  
Description:   A $350,000 donation to fulfill the matching gift 

requirement for the last pledge 
Approximate Cost:  $350,000 
Purpose:  In 2010, an anonymous donor pledged one million dollars towards New 
Hope’s remaining building loan.  This pledge was divided into three payments of 
$350,000 each.  The donor set a matching requirement for the last payment.  The impact 
of this donation will reduce New Hope’s expenses by $100,000 each year which 
translates to approximately 10 scholarships for low-income students. 
 
 
Item:  Classroom Sponsor 
Description:   Supports 6 scholarships for students from low-income 

families for one year. 
Approximate Cost:  $60,000 
Purpose:  New Hope is committed to providing an excellent Christ-centered Classical 
Education to families from all economic, racial, and cultural backgrounds.  New Hope is 
committed to this ministry and raising the funds to support students from low-
income/disadvantaged households. 
 
 
Item:  Endowment 
Description:   Donation toward New Hope’s endowment fund 
Approximate Cost:  $20 Million 
Purpose:  New Hope’s endowment is used to provide ongoing funding for scholarships 
for our students from low-income households.   An endowment fund of $20 million 
dollars will provide scholarships for all of our low-income slots for years to come. (As an 
example, a $200,000 donation towards the endowment, assuming a 5% average rate, 
yields roughly 1 scholarship every year indefinitely).   
 
 
Item:  General Scholarship 
Description:   Donation toward New Hope’s scholarship fund 
Approximate Cost:  $9,900 
Purpose:  New Hope’s Scholarship fund is used to provide immediate scholarships for 
students from low-income households.   A full scholarship provides for over 99% of all 
cost related to educating the student at New Hope Academy.   
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Academic Program  
 
Item:  Mobile Computing Station 
Description:   Two Mobile laptop stations with at least 15 laptops per 

station 
Approximate Cost:  $30,000 (for 2 stations complete with 15 laptops each) 
Vendor: Dell 
Purpose:  New Hope currently has two Mobile Computing Stations that has enough units 
for use by fourth through sixth grade.  New Hope seeks to add two additional stations to 
have enough units to offer additional hands on technology instruction for Pre-
Kindergarten through third grade. 
 
 
Item:  Interactive Whiteboard  
Description:   Hitachi FX-TRIO 88W Interactive Whiteboard 
Approximate Cost:  $18,000  (4 boards including projectors for fifth and sixth 

grade) 
Vendor: Electronic Whiteboard Warehouse 
Purpose:  As technology advances, New Hope seeks to equip our teachers with some of 
the latest technologies.  4 Interactive Whiteboards will allow New Hope to test this 
technology in 4 classrooms (fifth and sixth grade).  If successful New Hope would 
eventually add these whiteboards to all 16 classrooms. 
 
 
Item:  Outdoor Fitness Equipment and Play Dome 
Description:   The 9-Unit Course includes climbing net, various 

horizontal bars, swing bars, horizontal ladder, balance 
beam, and parallel bars. Assembly and in-ground 
installation required. 

Approximate Cost:  $17,000  (for complete fitness set including dome plus 
installation and shipping) 

Vendor: Gopher Equipment/ Nasco 
Purpose:  New Hope Academy is committed to training the whole child - spiritually, 
intellectually, emotionally, socially, and physically.  As part of the physical development 
of each student New Hope places emphasis on its nutrition program and its physical 
education program.  New Hope seeks to enhance its physical education program through 
the addition of outdoor fitness equipment that will be used during Physical Education 
class, recess, after school program, field day, and other opportunities that encourages 
student participation in physical activities.   
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Item:  Uniform Fund  
Description:   Donation toward Uniform Fund 
Approximate Cost:  $3,200 
Vendor: Dennis Uniform Company 
Purpose:  There are small intrinsic cost that at times affects low-income students and 
their ability to attend New Hope.  The uniform fund was established to assist families 
with the cost of uniforms.  
 
 
Item:  Birthday Books 
Description:   Donation toward Birthday Book Fund 
Approximate Cost:  $3,500 (Supports one book for each student for one year) 
Vendor: Various Book Vendors 
Purpose:  At New Hope, we celebrate student’s birthdays by donating a book to 
New Hope’s library in honor of each child on (or near) their special day.  The student 
receives the book as the teacher introduces the student to the school.  The teacher also 
uses this time to affirm and encourage the student. 
 
 
Capital Improvements  
 
Item:  Seventh/Eighth Grade Addition including 

Gymnasium and Cafeteria 
Description:   Investment in capital cost of addition to facility 
Approximate Cost:  $6 Million 
Vendor: Hawkins Development 
Purpose:  New Hope recognizes the importance of investing in student lives during this 
age group.  Our desire is to extend our classical education approach through eighth grade.   
New Hope Academy is committed to training the whole child - spiritually, intellectually, 
emotionally, socially, and physically.  As part of the physical development of each 
student New Hope places emphasis on its nutrition program and its physical education 
program. As we strive for excellence in every area, we seek to add a gymnasium and 
cafeteria to our existing facilities.  
 Today New Hope Academy does not have a cafeteria.  Lunch is catered in and our 
students are eating in the school's hallways.  Portable lunch tables are setup each day.  A 
large closet has been refurbished to function as our lunch room from which the lunches 
are served.  There are no sinks in the immediate area to support this lunch room. We 
currently do not have any additional space in our facility to properly house a lunch 
room/cafeteria.  
 Our lack of facilities does not impede our commitment to the physical 
development of each child.  While many schools across the nation have decided, for 
budgetary reasons, to eliminate their Physical Education program, New Hope continues 
to realize the importance of the students’ physical development as it relates to their 
academic development as well as their development in other areas.  New Hope Academy 
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does not have a gymnasium.  We currently spend most of our physical education class 
time outside on our parking lot.  On inclement weather days, and especially during the 
winter month (roughly half of the school year (5 months)), physical education classes are 
done in our library.  The library is the largest room in our facility.   On occasion the 
Williamson County Soccer Association, which is next to New Hope's property, will allow 
us to use their indoor soccer arena for a fee. 
 
 
Item:  Transportation � 
Description:   2011 Ford/Starcraft Allstar 22’ passenger van New (Qty 4) 
Approximate Cost:  $240,000   (for 4 vehicles) 
Vendor: Carpenter Bus Sales 
Purpose:  New Hope Academy’s approach to education 
emphasizes hands on experiential training.  We believe that 
field trips are key to the child’s learning experience.  New 
Hope utilizes and relies on parent volunteers for its fieldtrips 
and currently does not have a van or bus.   
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