This is a short report on the churches involvement in climate change advocacy followed by a request for action.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus, it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.  Isaiah 35: 1-2

In March, 2009, Michael Kinnamon, General Secretary of the National Council of Churches (NCC), at a joint meeting of Church World Service (CWS) and the NCC focused on Climate Change, encouraged us to reflect on matters of “eco-justice” and also reflect on the poor since poor people suffer more from environmental degradation.  He ended his comments with the fact that we, as Christians, live in hope, the hope for the goodness of God’s earth that is expressed so beautifully in the Isaiah passage above.  He concluded that the church, by the way we live, must be a sign of the wholeness of the created order.  

I attended this meeting as a representative of the Alliance of Baptists.  I learned that “Climate Change” is a more accurate term to describe the global effects of carbon emissions than “Global Warming”.  Climate Change is a broader term which can include events like changes in rainfall patterns or changes in rainfall amounts and intensified natural disasters as well as the effects of rising seawaters due to global warming.

Staff from CWS spoke to us about their work with people who suffer from disasters and emergencies.  They expect that the numbers of people affected by natural disasters will increase as natural disasters become more extreme due to the effects of Climate Change.  They also told us that although they expect the effects of Climate Change will displace 250 million people, there is no current funding or provision internationally for how to deal with environmental migrants.  

The next UN meetings on Climate Change are scheduled for December 2009.  At previous meetings in Kyoto in 1990 and Rio de Janeiro in 1992 the faith community was present and very engaged with other non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  We in the faith community must continue to be engaged in this process and continue to lift our concern for how Climate Change affects the poor and developing nations.  

Speakers explained the most current scientific evidence indicates that we need to move more aggressively and more quickly in reducing carbon emissions than past U.S. legislation has proposed.  In addition, speaker after speaker talked about the necessity to include international adaptation assistance in any legislation.  Why is this important?  As poor nations struggle to develop their economies, we who have contributed so much to the problem of global Climate Change have a moral obligation to help them with grants (not loans) fund sustainable development projects that will assist their people and not add to global emissions.

Following the presentations, we visited staff in Senate and House offices that work on Climate Change legislation.  This was a wonderful experience, to plan together as an ecumenical group how to raise these important issues with our representatives in Congress.  In my group, one young Lutheran woman talked about farmers she had visited in Nicaragua who were struggling with changed rainfall patterns. Another Quaker woman talked about weatherization programs she works on in Philadelphia, but noted they can only do a small portion of the work needed.  We all expressed our strong support for international adaptation assistance and the need to move aggressively and quickly on U.S. reductions in carbon emissions.

ACTION REQUEST:  To quote from Rev. John L. McCullough, Executive Director of CWS, “Americans need to do more than just confess complicity: When 4% of the global population is responsible for 25% of the greenhouse gas emissions, it means they have the power to affect substantive change. Reducing our carbon footprint, making our voices heard and our presence known, sharing the burden of the poor, and offering living water is worthy of the liturgies we profess.”  Therefore, I invite you to join me in advocating for Climate Change legislation that reduces the U.S. emissions and includes assistance to poor people in the U.S. and developing nations who will be most directly affected by such changes.  

The Peace & Justice Committee of the Alliance of Baptists will present a statement on Climate Change at the Convocation in Charlotte, NC.  We will also have postcards on this issue, jointly prepared by the NCC & CWS, to send to President Obama. 

But if you cannot come to Convocation, let me encourage you to visit the web sites of the National Council of Churches Eco-Justice Working Group at www. http://www.nccecojustice.org/ or the Church World Service http://www.churchworldservice.org to see what actions you can take in your homes, your churches and your communities but also what advocacy actions you can take with our political leaders. 

