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April Baker, center, co-pastor of Glendale Baptist Church in 
Nashville, was the Friday night preacher. She is shown with  

Clara Smith from First Baptist Church, Greenville, SC, and Alan  
Hill from New Hope Baptist Church in Bay City, MI.

We are in this for the long haul

ñWe are in this for good ï all of us ï equal partners 
learning from one another and sharing with one another. In it 
not only for the good of all, but for the long haul. For this is 
but a glimpse of the Realm of God and it is our chance to live 
into it and shape it for a world that needs to see it. Coming 
together in partnership ï may it break open Godôs world and a 
new possibility for grace and love.ò    

 
ðApril Baker on Alliance mission partnerships

Kingsley and Iris Perera, right, represented the Sri Lanka Baptist Sangamaya 
(Union) at the Convocation. They are pictured with Mica Togami, an Alliance 
member from Savannah, GA, and board member Bettie Hodges and her 
husband Will, also from Savannah. Kingsley is director of the Sangamaya.

2005 Convocation
With missions  
in mind

More than 400 participants registered for 
the Greenville Convocation, with perhaps 
as many as 200 others in attendance for 
portions of the event.  Hosted by First 
Baptist Church, Greenville, the meeting 
was held on the  campus of Furman 
University April 1-3. The emphasis of the 
Convocation was on our mission partners, 
both international and domestic.

During the 2005 Convocation, $8,723 was raised for the 2005 Bridges of Hope Mission Offering. The board of 
directors of the Alliance contributed $3,470 of this amount at the board meeting that preceded the Convocation. 

ñBy designating a special Board offering, the Missions Committee felt the board would be able to model for the 
membership at large a meaningful commitment to our missions partnerships,ò said Missions Committee chair Louise 
Stanford. 

This signiýcant outpouring came on the heels of the report that the 2004 offering fell more than $20,000 short of the goal and 
so mission partners did not receive their full approved support last year. ñI had to write them a letter with their last check telling 
them we could not send all we expected,ò said Exectuive Director Stan Hastey. ñI donôt want to ever have to do that again.ò 

ñThe Missions Committee encourages each congregation and each individual member of the Alliance to prayerfully consider 
their own contributions to the Mission Offering for 2005,ò Louise said. ñWe fell short of our goal in 2004, so each of us must do 
everything possible to make sure this does not happen again.ò




