Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association
Board Meeting
November 21, 2008


Present:  Ambrose, Beard, Clapper, Ganstine, Hart, Karwedsky, Lyle, McCarter, Charlie Penley, Connally Penley, Qualls, Shultz, Spencer, Strausbaugh, Williams, Wilkerson

Absent:  Boone, Boord, Burr, Davis, Fisher Fussell, Troutman

Guests:  Lucy Garrabrants, Shirley Amitrano, Steve Logan, Buddy Koonce

President Henry Ambrose called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. at the Radnor Lake Visitors Center, Nashville, Tennessee.

Minutes.  Sherry Beard presented the October minutes, which had been sent to Board members in advance, for approval.  There was one amendment from the advance minutes.  The minutes were approved as amended.

Financial Report.   October financial reports were e-mailed in advance.  Lucy Garrabrants presented the reports to the Board.   The financials were accepted as presented.

Beaman to Bells Bend Park to Park.  Henry read a thank you note thanking TSRA for their involvement in the event.  Daniel Boone set up a booth.  Daniel and Sherry Beard led a trip on the Cumberland River.

TMDL Lawsuit Update.  Brenda Hart reported that there would be a meeting of the involved parties regarding dissolution of the lawsuit which was won in 2001.  The attorneys say that it is a dead issue.   Additional suits will be filed by other groups for specific rivers covered in the original lawsuit.

Access.  Patty Shultz reported that the committee had received a $1000 grant from Tennessee Parks and Greenways.  Metro will match the grant but approximately $4000 additional monies will be needed to build the Bellevue access site.

The Park and Float initiative is moving along with TDOT and TWRA saying that 3-5 sites will be ready in the spring.

The Access committee requested a formal motion that TSRA supports the Blueways movement.  The motion passed.

Henry reported that Chester Butler, a former TSRA president, sent some unclaimed funds from a disbanded organization of which he was a member.  The $473 was allocated to the Access committee.

Community Shares.  Mike Qualls presented to the board on Community Shares and gave an overview of the CS mission and purpose as well as the fund raising activities in 2008.  He stressed the importance of TSRA helping CS in accessing employers and others sources of contributions to the CS efforts.  Mike also thanked the board members and TSRA volunteers for their contributions of time and money toward CS goals this year.   He reminded everyone of the Community Shares House Party to be held on December 13 at the home of Clyde and Mary Troutman.  Lisa McCarter, volunteer CS chairman for 2009, Shirley Amitrano and Mike have met to coordinate the committee chairman transition and to plan for an effective Community Shares effort in 2009.

Storage Unit.  The Organization task group reported on their visit to the storage unit.  Unused equipment will be offered to the membership on the TSRA website.  Sherry Beard will check on document storage facility costs.  The task force will visit the storage unit again in January to continue their work.

2009 Budget.  A committee was formed to work on the 2009 budget.  Included were Jim Clapper, Trent Ganstine, Lucy Garrabrants, and Sam Davis,

Attendees broke into task force groups then re-grouped to report back,

Paddling.  Jack reported that a rough draft of the calendar is ready.  There is no roll school scheduled yet.  Shirley is talking with several places.  Glencliff indicated that they were open to use.  There is good parking.  Jack and Shirley will contact them.

Intro School still needs coordinators.  Sherry will contact Sally Barr and Betsy Barr.

Organization.  They will meet at the storage unit again on January 13th.  The need for shelving and file cabinets will be evaluated as well.

Conservation Committee.  Rob Karwedsky said that the website will be updated with accomplishments.  He is working with Shirley and a topic will be posted on the message board when it is ready.

Community and Membership.  The task force is working on a membership drive.  A card and letter to Harpeth River Watershed Association will promote a trial membership through April.   Cumberland Transit will provide an incentive for continuing membership.  The Wolf River Conservancy will be the next group targeted.

The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry K. Beard
