Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association

Board Meeting

May 28, 2009

Present: Ambrose, Beard, Boone, Boord, Clapper, Davis, Fisher, Ganstine, Hart, Koonce, Logan, Lyle, McCarter, Shultz, Spencer, Wilkerson, Williams

Absent: Karwedsky, Kelsey, Strausbaugh

Guests:  Lucy Garrabrants, Shirley Amitrano, Jane Harrison

President Jim Clapper called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. at the Radnor Lake Visitors Center, Nashville, Tennessee.

Jane Harrison spoke to the Board about the Wounded Warriors program.  There is interest in having a kayak group as many of them want to paddle whitewater.  The participants have combat-related disabilities with low-disability ratings.  The group is also working with Operation Stand-down.  Needs are equipment and volunteer instructors.  Would like TSRA to participate.  They are also working with VU Outdoor Recreation and MTSU Recreation.

Minutes.  Sherry Beard presented the April minutes, which had been sent to Board members in advance, for approval. Minutes were approved as presented.

Financial Report.  Sam Davis presented the financial statements which were emailed to Board members in advance.  The financials were approved as presented.  Sam and Lucy will send an email with the time, date, and place for reviewing the budget.

Dragon Boat.  Jim Clapper.  Dragon Boat Race is August 22nd.  TSRA asked to not be a partner but to provide services for 15% of the base.  CRC basically accepted except for the percentage amount.  Jim Clapper will propose 12% across the board instead of the tiered schedule that CRC proposed.  Henry Ambrose reported that the Emma account and website have been turned over to CRC.  Daniel asked that Jim communicate the information to the Board as negotiations proceed.

Conservation Committee.  Daniel Boone announced that the Mill Creek clean-up has been rescheduled to June 13th.  CRC has asked TSRA to have a booth at the Catfish Rodeo on June 6th from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Shelby Bottoms Nature Center.  Lisa McCarter will coordinate.  The Corps of Engineers is conducting a reconnaissance study of the Ohio River basin regarding water quality.  There was an inquiry as to whether there was any move afoot to put the Piney River on the state scenic river list and if the removal of the gauge there had anything to do with that.  Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation will hold a dedication of Mound Bottom on June 6th.

River Access.  Patty reported that there is a meeting on June 11th at Warner Park Nature Center from 1-3 p.m. to update interested parties on the blueway system.  Bellevue location is going slowly but the committee will keep working on it.  At the last committee meeting, Bob Richards announced a new TDEC grant from $10-100 thousand.  The 80/20 match can be in kind.  On June 10th, Patty and Shirley will attend a grant-writing seminar.  On October 29-31, the committee will participate in a presentation at the Southeast Watershed Association Conference.  Charlie Wilkerson will bring the Obed Junction site back for discussion in the fall.  Please let the committee know if you see an access point by a state highway so Steve Logan can see if a sign can be put in place.

Community Shares.  Lisa McCarter reported.  TSRA was awarded 25 bonus points because of an adjustment in points policy.  No longer have a Middle Tennessee Director.  An interim director is in place.  Lisa attended a quarterly meeting.  A Public Relations Committee was formed and Lisa is on that committee.  The committee has asked to be on the grid and get points for the committee members who attend the meetings.

Directory Update.  Henry Ambrose reported that we are waiting on Canoe and Kayak School sign-ups to complete the directory.  He proposed an 8-1/2x11 format  - the Board preferred to keep the 5-1/2x8-1/2 format.  Suggested that a PDF file could be sent to members by email.  Officers could be omitted and have the current information online.  Barnett Williams asked about advertising.  Henry said it cost more to print the page than was collected.

Grant Seeking.  Shirley Amitrano said we need project champions.  Sherry and Henry stated that we need to go outside the Board to get more TSRA members involved.  Shirley will send out via Emma and in the newsletter.

Intro School.  Trent Ganstine reported that, while the weather did not cooperate and there were some registration glitches, the school went well and we have several new paddlers.

Canoe and Kayak School.  Beth Boord updated.  There are 65 students signed up so far.  The t-shirt is awesome.  She needs help in carrying things up to Gee Creek.  She asked for updated Forest Service emergency information – Daniel will laminate.

Invitation to highlight TSRA on MTSU television.  Jim clapper reported.  TSRA has been invited to appear on MTSU-TV – a 13-minute segment.  Jim Clapper will tell them TSRA will appear on one of the suggested dates.

Policy on non-member participation and information access.  Jim Clapper asked if information on the website should be available to members only.   Henry stated that the Board initially approved paying for non-member insurance on trips.  Discussion ensued.  The website will remain open to non-members.  The discussion board will remain closed to those approved by the administrators – users must give name and set up a password.  Brenda proposed that the directory should not be given to any group or individual to use for non-TSRA purposes.

E-mailed requests for information.  Jim said that we are getting lots of emails requesting various information.  Shirley will be given a list of people to whom the requests can be sent for response.

Hotlinks – Beth will work with a small committee in July to investigate the ins and outs of hot linking.

Other.  Board indicated to Jim to not contact Mark Deaton for the Board.  Motion to leave the current composition of the Board passed.  Sherry reported on upcoming TSRA meetings – July 28th, potluck at Shelby Bottoms Nature Center and September 26th, Annual Meeting.  Trent Ganstine reported on the Meet-up group’s poker run on June 14th with money donated to TSRA.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry K. Beard
