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WINTER & SPRING 2010
TRAINER BIOS

Trainers: Tamara Losel and Laurie Jewett

Tamara Losel Tamara is the Executive Director of the Nashville Conflict Resolution Center.  Tamara has been working in non-profit organizations for more than a decade, building community through various fundraising, education, program management and administrative functions.  Since 2004, Tamara has been engaged in mediation and conflict resolution work full-time.  Tamara obtained her undergraduate degree in English Literature from Earlham College, and two Master’s degrees from Brandeis University, the first in Coexistence and Conflict Resolution and the second in Near Eastern and Judaic Studies. Tamara received her Rule 31 Civil Mediation training at Lipscomb University, and has attended advanced mediation trainings at Mediation Works, Inc (Boston, MA) and Community Mediation Maryland (Glen Burnie, MD). Prior to coming to NCRC, Tamara lived in Jerusalem in 2005-06, where she worked in the peace-building and conflict resolution field.  Tamara oversees the daily operations at NCRC, and thoroughly enjoys training and welcoming new people into the organization.
Laurie Jewett, Esq. Laurie is an attorney admitted to practice in the State of Tennessee in 1980. Laurie received a law degree and an undergraduate degree in Political Science and Psychology from Vanderbilt University. Laurie has practiced law in Nashville for the last 29 years, and participated in one of the first classes to receive Rule 31 Training in Tennessee. She has been a Civil and Family Law Rule 31 Certified Mediator since 2002, and is also specially trained in Domestic Violence, Employment, Health Care, Community and Victim Offender Mediation. In addition to her law and mediation practice, Laurie teaches paralegals at the only ABA approved program in Middle Tennessee, sits on the bench part-time for Metropolitan Davidson County as a Magistrate and is the Brentwood City Judge. Laurie has served for the last five years as the Vice Chair for the Board of the Nashville Conflict Resolution Center.

Guest Trainers: Ken Jackson, Nedra Huggins-Williams, Angie Fernandez, David McMillan
Ken Jackson, Esq. Ken is a Nashville attorney who holds B.A. and J.D. degrees from Southern Methodist University, and a Masters in Divinity from Vanderbilt Divinity School. He is a Rule 31 Mediator certified for Family, General Civil and Domestic Violence, is licensed to practice law in the states of Tennessee and Texas and is an approved arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association as well as NASD Regulation, Inc. Ken has over 400 hours of training in the fields of mediation and arbitration, and is a recognized expert in the field of ethics for the practicing attorney, mediator and arbitrator. He speaks and publishes often in his multiple fields of competency, and is also known locally for his accomplishments in the theatre arts. Ken has served with distinction as a Board member of NCRC for many years and is active in both the Nashville and Tennessee Bar Associations. 

Nedra Huggins-Williams, Ph.D. Nedra holds an undergraduate degree from Fisk University, two Masters Degrees and a Doctorate in Communications from the University of Utah in Salt Lake City. She is a Rule 31 Certified mediator, certified in both Family and General Civil Mediation. Dr. Huggins-Williams spent twenty years as a career foreign service officer with a specialty in international economic development, serving in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe. Dr. Huggins-Williams is an accomplished teacher with faculty appointments at the National Defense University in Washington, D.C. and the University of Maryland in College Park, MD. NCRC is privileged to have her as a Board member, and she serves on the Board of Big Brothers and Big Sisters in Middle Tennessee in addition to running an international consulting business.

Angie R. Fernandez, Esq. holds a Bachelor’s and a Master’s Degree from Western Kentucky and graduated from the Nashville School of Law in 1981. Ms. Fernandez is a Rule 31 Certified Mediator and has over 200 hours of training in mediation in the areas of General Civil Mediation, Family and Domestic Mediation, Domestic Violence, and Victim Offender Mediation. Ms. Fernandez is well known for her particular expertise as a trainer in cultural diversity and is a beloved teacher and local leader in the area of multi-cultural dynamics in community mediation. Ms. Fernandez is fluent in Spanish and has been instrumental in establishing bi-lingual mediation programs in both the civil and criminal courts of Davidson County. She has served with distinction on the Board of NCRC for several years.
David McMillan, Ph.D. holds a Bachelor’s degree from Southwestern in Memphis, a Master’s degree and a doctorate degree in Psychology from the George Peabody College for Teachers in Nashville.  He has maintained a private practice in psychology in Nashville for the last 32 years and currently serves as an Adjunct Professor of Psychology in the School of Nursing at Vanderbilt.  Dr. McMillan sits on the Board of NCRC and has been involved in the local mediation community in Nashville for years.  
Additional Guest Speakers 
Civic leaders from Nashville’s Hispanic, Kurdish, Somali and Sudanese communities, including:

Rev. Eduardo Lelli 
Sabah Chalky, Kurdish Human Rights Forum

Leon Berrios, Conexion Americas

Abdullahi Farah, Somali Community Center

Gatluak Thach, Sudanese Community & Women's Services Center

Mediators from NCRC’s Summer 2009 mediation training may also be invited to coach Winter and/or Spring 2010 trainees during Role-play exercises.  














