[image: image1.png]@

ALLIANCE

OF BAPTISTS




Bridges Of Hope Mission Partnership Application 

2012

“ Building Faithful Friendship”

Thank you for your interest in the 2012 Bridges of Hope Mission Partnership Application. Please answer the following questions clearly and succinctly. Email your application by August 26, 2011 to mission@allianceofbaptists.org or fax your application to 866-745-7609.
Part I:  General Information

Program or Project name: 

Address:

Telephone: 



    Fax:
Organization’s Web Site
Contact Person:

Address (if different)
      

Daytime phone:



        Fax:
     

Email Address:


Amount requested: 
Total cost of program:

Approximately how many persons or groups will you serve in the coming year?

If approved, where should we send your payments? Are there special instructions for payment?

Part II:  Ministry Objectives
1. What is your ministry aiming to accomplish? In what ways are your program/project's stated goals similar to the guiding principles of the Alliance of Baptists Covenant, Mission and Vision(see attached)?   

2. How will the funds you are requesting enable you to accomplish your ministry goals?

3. What are your organization’s capabilities for accomplishing your ministry goals? Staff, Volunteers, etc.
4. How are you measuring your ministry goal accomplishment? What have and haven’t you accomplished so far?

5. Please include the following:

A budget summary for your program along with a current financial statement

A list of all other funding sources

A copy of your organization’s mission statement

A list of board members and/or advisory board

Part III: Relationship
1. What does it mean to your ministry to be a mission partner with the Alliance of Baptists?

2. What other than funding are you seeking from the Alliance as a mission partner? How else might the partnership grow?

3. What do you offer the Alliance as a mission partner? Is Alliance of Baptists’ support acknowledged in your promotional materials/website, etc.?

Part IV: Telling the Story

1. Tell us about the relationships you are building with those that you serve. How is friendship an essential part of your mission work?           

2. How do the staff and volunteers in your organization intentionally build relationships of trust and confidence among themselves and among those being served?

3. Please share a specific story and/or personal narrative of mission that has friendship at its core?

4. Please attach photographs and video that communicate your mission and ministry.

V:  Guiding Principles 

Alliance of Baptists Covenant

In a time when historic Baptist principles, freedoms, and traditions need a clear voice, and in our personal and corporate response to the call of God in Jesus Christ to be disciples and servants in the world, we commit ourselves to:

· The freedom of the individual, led by God's Spirit within the family of faith, to read and interpret the Scriptures, relying on the historical understanding by the church and on the best methods of modern biblical study; 

· The freedom of the local church under the authority of Jesus Christ to shape its own life and mission, call its own leadership, and ordain whom it perceives as gifted for ministry, male or female;

· The larger body of Jesus Christ, expressed in various Christian traditions, and to a cooperation with believers everywhere in giving full expression to the Gospel;

· The servant role of leadership within the church, following the model of our Servant Lord, and to full partnership of all of God's people in mission and ministry;

· Theological education in congregations, colleges, and seminaries characterized by reverence for biblical authority and respect for open inquiry and responsible scholarship; 

· The proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ and the calling of God to all peoples to repentance and faith, reconciliation and hope, social and economic justice; 

· The principle of a free church in a free state and the opposition to any effort either by church or state to use the other for its own purposes.






Alliance of Baptists Mission

To keep faith with our Covenant, we:

· Make the worship of God primary in all our gatherings.

· Foster relationships within the Alliance and with other people of faith. 

· Create places of refuge and renewal for those who are wounded or ignored by the church. 

· Side with those who are poor.

· Pursue justice with and for those who are oppressed. 

· Care for the earth. 

· Work for peace. 

· Honor wisdom and lifelong learning. 

· Hold ourselves accountable for equity, collegiality, and diversity. 

Alliance of Baptists Vision

To fulfill its mission and ministry in the world the Alliance has adopted these six initiatives:

Growth and nurture

We will implement an intentional strategy for numerical growth, midwifing new Alliance congregations, welcoming existing congregations, enlisting new individual members, and affirming and supporting those called to this ministry of growth and nurture;

New mission partnerships

We will be alert to and encourage the development of new national and international mission partnerships, claiming our place in a worldwide movement of progressive Christians;

New resources

We will serve as a catalyst for a new spiritual entrepreneurship, which links our members and congregations together to develop vital ministry resources for Alliance congregations;

Support for students 
In cooperation with academic institutions, training centers, and Alliance congregations, we will develop service and learning opportunities for students and recent graduates, assisting them in discerning the call of God;

Community and support for clergy

We will foster deeper relationships among Alliance clergy, chaplains and pastoral counselors, encouraging existing opportunities and creating new opportunities for continuing education and spiritual renewal; and

New opportunities to gather

Responding to the many and varying needs of Alliance folk to gather, we will enhance the value of our annual convocation as a resource for individuals and congregations and offer new and creative ways to come together apart from the convocation.

Part VI:  Funding Guidelines

· We seek a balance between U.S.-based and international partnerships.

· We give preference to partnerships that take risks and reach out to marginalized and forgotten persons.

· We give preference to partnerships with limited funding from other sources.

· Most of our partnership grants are small, typically ranging from $1,000 to $5,000. Amounts granted are determined upon review of applications received and available funds.
· Bridges of Hope Mission Partnerships are established between organizations, not with individuals. Partnership grants are not made for educational scholarships.

· Partnership grants for pastoral support are limited to no more than three years, and follow a decreasing scale from $3,000 to $1,000.

Part VII:  Funding Procedures

· Funding decisions are made by the Board of Directors upon recommendations of its Mission and Ministry Partnerships Committee. 

· Applicants will receive written notice of the Board’s decision following the fall meeting of the Board of Directors. 

· Funds are distributed in increments as they are received.

Application Deadline: August 31, 2011
Email application to mission@allianceofbaptists.org
 or Fax application to 866-745-7609
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