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connections
A clear voice  
for Christian 
freedom,  
distinctively  
Baptist and
intentionally 
ecumenical in an 
interfaith world.
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Barriers to Peace

Sylvia Campbell 
saw first-hand 
some of the 
literal and 
figurative 
barriers to peace 
on a trip to the 
Middle East.

Educate yourself and study the issue in-
depth. Look at both sides. If you can, go and 
see for yourself.

That is the advice that Sylvia Campbell 
has after a 10-day peace mission to the 
Middle East sponsored by the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA.

Sylvia represented the Alliance of Baptists 
on the 11-member delegation that went to 
Egypt, Lebanon, Palestine and Israel Jan. 21-
Feb. 4 at the invitation of the Middle East 
Council of Churches

“Eager to take advantage of recent, 
potentially hopeful, political developments 
in the Middle East and the U.S., the 
delegation planned to gather information 
first-hand that would assist the Christian 
community in the U.S. focus its efforts to 
make peace in the Middle East a reality,” 
she said. “At the same time, we were also 
expressing by our presence, solidarity with 
our Christian, Muslim and Jewish brothers 
and sisters in the region who were struggling 

Sylvia Campbell represented the Alliance  
on a peace mission to the Middle East. As members of 

the Alliance of 
Baptists, a group 

committed to justice for all 
God’s children and peace 
among the world’s religions 
and the world, we are called 
to join the journey toward 
viable peace in the Middle 
East. 

The first steps of 
the journey are easy 
and involve informing 
ourselves of the current 
situation, contacting our 
representatives and senators 
regarding our desires for 
an increased U.S. role in 
efforts toward a just and 
peaceful resolution of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict, 
and joining people around 
the world in a prayer for 
peace in the Holy Land.

The time for peace is 
now. Urgency and boldness 
are needed. 

—Sylvia Campbell(continued on page 2)

to live in peace with their neighbors.”
The delegation’s work was difficult, Sylvia 

said. “We spent 12-14 hours a day in meetings 
processing facts and information and listening 
to the stories of the region.”

Among those the group met with were Latin 
and Orthodox patriarchs, Muslim sheiks, 
Jewish rabbis, interfaith groups involved in 
justice and peace work, scholars, UN officials, 
victims of terror, Israeli settlers and officials 
of the U.S. State Department, and members of 
both the Israeli and Palestinian governments.

“We also met and heard the personal stories 
of families, farmers, children and refugees 
throughout the area and participated in 
worship services,” Sylvia said. “We observed 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in the 
Maronite Church in Beirut and in St. George’s 
Cathedral in East Jerusalem. The delegation also 
had an audience with Pope Shenouda of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church in Cairo and attended 
his weekly Bible study in the Cathedral. There 
we were received with smiles, applause and 



peace mission to the middle east

Sylvia Campbell came to her role on the 
Middle East delegation well-prepared. She 
is a member of Ravensworth Baptist Church 
in Annandale, VA, and is a member of the 
Alliance’s Board of Directors where she 
chairs the Peace and Justice Committee. 

She also serves on the Justice and 
Advocacy Commission of the NCCC-
USA as the representative of the 
Alliance, and is on the executive board 
of the National Farm Worker’s Ministry, 
an organization working for economic 
and social justice through labor reform 
for migrant farm workers throughout the 
United States.

Other ecumenical and interfaith 
endeavors include membership on the 
board of trustees of the Washington 
Theological Consortium, a group of 
seminaries and religious educational 
institutions committed to ecumenical, 
scholarly exchange among students and 
faculties through course work and/or 
workshops. Members of the Consortium 
include Christian as well as Jewish and 
Muslim educational institutions.  

In addition, Sylvia has worked to raise 

the start-up funds for the development 
of a program of women’s studies at the 
Lay Theological Institute, an ecumenical 
seminary in Havana, Cuba. During the 
three years since the program began, 
Sylvia has participated in workshops at 
the Institute in Havana and has hosted 
leaders of the program in the US. 

Also, Sylvia is a member of the 
World Affairs Council of Washington, 
DC. Through this and other similar 
organizations she has participated in 
numerous workshops and lectures by 
professional and political leaders in the 
area of international affairs, particularly 
those areas involving interfaith relations 
and peace in the Middle East.

Sylvia holds a Ph.D. and is a speech 
language pathologist in private practice 
specializing in neurologically based 
language disabilities. She holds an 
adjunct appointment in the Graduate 
School of Human Development at George 
Washington University, Washington, 
DC, and is an active member of a 
number of national and state professional 
organizations and associations. 

cheers by the some 8,000 Christians 
from different communions in the area.”

“From the Christian communities 
in Beirut and Cairo we heard, ‘Don’t 
forget us; we are your brothers and 
sisters,’” Sylvia said. “They stressed the 
importance of the United States’ renewed 
involvement and commitment to the 
Middle East peace process and the need 
for U.S. churches to stand in solidarity 
with Christians in the Middle East.”

“My personal reaction to the 
experience is difficult to articulate,” 
she said. “While I have a 25-year 
knowledge and concern for the Palestine-
Israeli conflict and a four-year active 
involvement in peacemaking in the 
region, this was my first trip to the area. 
The experiences and facts of the Israeli-
Palestinian situation were sobering. 
The trip provided a dimension of visual 
imagery and personal encounters that 
validated and clarified my concern and 
work for peace. Throughout my trip, I 
felt both a sense of powerlessness and 
hopefulness but remained committed to 
work for peace in Israel and Palestine.”

Sylvia Campbell, at right, with Bishop Epstein, Hanan Ashrawi, English professor and former 
elected official of the Palestinian Authority, Thelma Chambers-Young, and Ann Hafften.

Delegation issues 
statement following trip

“As a delegation we remained people 
of hope, and in response to what we saw, 
experienced and heard, we prepared a 
statement which described our journey in 
as much detail as possible,” Sylvia said. 
“The statement recognized the overriding 
problem of the region to be Israel’s 
continued occupation of Palestine and 
called for an end to Israel’s occupation of 
Palestine and removal of the Separation 
Barrier from Palestinian territory, an 
end to the violence on all sides and a 
reassertion of strong, constructive action 
by the U.S. to hasten the peace process.”

The statement can be read in its 
entirety on the Alliance website. More 
information about the trip is also at 
www.ncccusa.org.

Who more qualified than Sylvia  
to represent the Alliance?

Barriers to Peace 
(continued from the front page)



perspectives
Confessions of a 
lapsed recycler

Hello. My name is Alan, and I’m a wasteful person. Before 
I go any further, please don’t think I’m making fun of AA and 
similar 12-step programs. I applaud what they do to give addicts’ 
lives back to them. In fact, I’m confessing that I have addictions 
of my own, and failures in my life that affect other people and 
the health of our world. I need to make amends.

I remember how angry at waste and pollution I 
was in the 1970s. The second song I ever wrote, “If 
We Cared,” was a three-verse appeal for ecology, 
peacemaking and following Jesus. I took my guitar 
to the first Earth Day celebration in Atlanta, held at 
a little park downtown. I sang earnestly for the well-
being of the earth and got my 90 seconds of fame on 
the evening news. For the rest of that decade, Karen and I lived 
in Vermont as “back to the land” hippies. We grew much of 
our own food and lived sans the electric grid for five years. We 
bought in bulk containers from a neighborhood buying group 
that became a natural food co-op. We composted our kitchen 
waste. Karen put food by in canning jars she reused each year. 
Occasionally we had to haul off a few bags of trash that we 
couldn’t compost, burn for heat in the woodstove, or reuse 
somehow. I’d show up at the dump every month or two with 
our meager offering and see others bringing in an equal amount 
for their previous week. I was a bit smug about how little I was 
adding to the landfill. I usually brought home more discarded 
but potentially useful stuff from the dump than I delivered to it. 
Our net effect was zero, and I liked that.

When we lived in Louisville, during our seminary years, we 
found it was harder to recycle our stuff. We rejoiced when the 
city distributed blue plastic tubs and began curbside recycling. 
In went the bottles, cans, cardboard and HDPE plastic. After 
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we returned to Vermont for ministry we could do the same, 
although the “curb” was half a mile away. It seemed the world 
was moving in the right direction. 

But look at me now. I’m not so sure about the world’s 
direction these days. I do know I’m not being much help. I heat 
a house in Vermont which is seldom used. We buy convenience 
foods instead of cooking from scratch. I was glad to replace 
my old, inefficient van at 282,000 miles with a smaller, more 
efficient car. But it’s been a while since I separated my trash 

for a trip to the recycling center where we live 
now. I’ve gone there a few times, but found a 
disorganized place that didn’t inspire confidence 
that the materials I brought would actually be 
recycled properly. Only one person I’ve met in our 
new town has ever mentioned recycling. Still, I’m 
just making excuses. Somewhere I lost the fire, the 
almost religious fervor that made me buck just such 

indifference and believe in a better way. 
Why am I making a big deal about my failures in recycling? 

I do so because it’s indicative of a greater ennui. There was a 
time when I lived as if the earth was a sacred trust from God. 
I fear I may succumb to the spirit of our times — the me-
first, status-seeking attitude that buys Hummers and builds 
McMansions. Do we really need military vehicles to negotiate 
suburban streets, or houses so large the kids live in a separate 
wing? Or should we be attending to a different, unselfish Spirit 
that notices even a sparrow that falls to the ground? I do still 
care about the environment, making peace and following Jesus. 
Tonight I’ll get the sorting bins from the basement and begin 
using them again for glass, cans, plastic. Now if I can just keep 
President Bush out of the Artic Wildlife Refuge….

Alan Hoskins is completing his second year of a four-year term 
as a member of the Alliance of Baptists Board of Directors where he 
serves on the Peace and Justice Committee. He is an IT consultant 
and computer programmer specializing in database applications. He 
is also a chaplain.

“I had a dream last week,” the 
daughter spoke with quiet tears, “that 
daddy died on this very date, surrounded 
by angels.” A doctor soon came in with a 
stethoscope, listened, and barely nodded 
confirmation.

I stroke the head of the very still yet 
still warm body. I pray for this beloved 
child and servant of God now at rest. “He 
was so funny,” the daughter continued. 
“He knew so many jokes; I bet he’s 
already telling anyone in earshot, in 

heaven, some story about a priest, a rabbi 
and a pastor.…”

“Do you want some time alone with 
him?” I ask his mate of sixty-plus years. 
The wife nods her head yes and we all 
step out. It is muffled, yet evident from 
the nurses’ station the just widowed 
woman behind the curtain is speaking 
tender things intertwined with the sound 
of a gentle kind of wailing.

Propping each other up a bit the 
handful of family members slowly but 

steadily leave the room and walk down 
the hallway to go home and begin the 
next chapter of their lives.

Shadowed this day by a student, an 
Episcopal deacon in the making who 
is learning what is pastoral care, she 
remarks rather quietly afterward: “I’m 
a bit in awe. So this is what hospital 
chaplains do.”

She reminds me, this IS what hospital 
chaplains do. Routinely.

This is what hospital chaplains do
By Cam Holzer, Chaplain/Director of Pastoral Care at Touro Infirmary, New Orleans
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Change Service Requested

happenings

Ramonia Lee has been elected as a trustee at 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond. 

Lee serves as minister for congregational life 
at the Inter-Faith Chapel affiliated with Leisure 
World, a large retirement center in Silver Spring, 
MD. This is her second term as trustee at BTSR 
where she previously served from 1992-1998.

Emory L. “Chip” Reeves has been appointed 
as director of admissions at the McAfee 

School of Theology in Atlanta, GA, beginning 
February 1. Reeves, a McAfee graduate, 
previously served as assistant minister at First 
Baptist Church, Savannah, GA.

Judson Edwards, pastor of Alliance-affiliated 
Woodland Baptist Church in San Antonio, 

TX, has recently published a book titled 
The Leadership Labyrinth: Negotiating the 
Paradoxes of Ministry. The book is available 
from Smyth & Helwys.

Alliance member Ken Meyers has recently 
joined the staff of Alliance-affiliated 

Knollwood Baptist Church in Winston-Salem, 
NC, as associate minister of Christian formation 
and education. Previously Meyers has served 

churches in Florida and Maryland.

Historian Walter Shurden, one of the 
founders of the Alliance of Baptists, is to 

receive the fifth annual Judson-Rice Award from 
Baptists Today at a banquet in Atlanta, April 22. 
The Judson-Rice Award was created in 2001 to 
commemorate the contributions of early Baptist 
mission leaders Ann and Adoniram Judson 
and Luther Rice and to honor a current Baptist 
leader who has demonstrated leadership while 
maintaining the highest integrity, according to 
Baptists Today.

How do you 
do interfaith 
ministry?

The Interfaith and 
Ecumenical Relations 
Committee of the 
Alliance, in response to a 
request from the Interfaith 
Relations Commission 
of the National Council 
of Churches, is seeking  
information on the ways 
local congregations are 
engaged in ministry in 
interfaith contexts and 
settings. Please  email 
Willard Bass or Jim 
Hopkins, co-chairs 
of the committee, 
describing ways your 
congregation is engaged 
in interfaith relationships 
and ministry. Willard 
can be contacted at  
wwbslb@maxxconnect.
net and Jim at 
labc4jim@pacbell.net.

You may make a gift to the Alliance for any 
purpose at any time either by mail or online at 

www.allianceofbaptists.org.


