opens the book illustrates, rum
is poised for a comeback.

TIME T0 ‘FAGE THE MUSIC'

Because people thought the
body and spirit could separate,
some believed “a good sneeze
could literally blast your soul
right out of vour body,” savs
radio talk host Karlen Evins. To
help people reunite with their
souls, people would sav “God
bless vou.”

Americans still cling to the
legend that the slang "hooker”
came from Civil War Gen.
Joseph Hooker, who banned
his soldiers from visiting red
light districts. The British claim
they coined the term for the
prostitutes who worked the
Hook of Holland,

Evins began collecting odd
words and phrases while “learn-
ing the ropes of my radio
career,” she says. | Didn't

Know That [Scribmer] is the
culmination of her research.
revealing the origin for “on the
wagon” (reformed alcoholics in
the 1900s made their pledge on
horse-drawn water carts), “red
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tape” (government documents
were sealed in red ribbons), and
“zipper” (named for the sound
it made).

C Ballpark number

When politicians held free
events at sports stadiums, the
parties would overestimate the
size of their crowds which
forced reporters to publish
rough estimates called a ball-
park figure or number.

C Face the music

This refers to the 11.5,
Army’s “Rogue’s March,” which
was plaved when an offender
was tossed from the service.

C Fly by night )

This phrase for a shady
business refers to both witches
who flew on their brooms after
dark and prostinates who scat-
tered by sunrize.

o XX

Long before the movie rat-
ings system made X synony-
mous with explicit sex, vou'd
find the letters scrawled across
the moonshine jug of a comic
strip hillbilly. Turns out British
brewers used the letters to des-
ignate the potency of their prod-
uct. a single X for the weakest,
XXX for the most intoxicating.

C Mad as a hatter

Early hat crafters used mer-
Cury as a processing agent
which often leeched into the
skin and caused mental and
neurological problems. Lewis
Carroll popularized the phrase
in Alice in Wonderland,

C Son of a gun

When wives would follow
their sailor hushands on the
ship, many became pregnant
and delivered under the vessels'
armaments. =
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