BELLY WOMIGSLEY @ TIHE TENMESSEAN
Brittenoe Whitalow, 12, sits at a table by harselfl while Precious Evans, 13, Orlando Elam, 13, and Diamond Carter, 10, share o tabde to
work on a language oxorcisa at The Salama Institute. The program is a mission of Salama Urban Ministries on Eighth Avenue South.

Salama Institute cultivates young leaders

Program blends
academics with

performing arts

By NANCY DEVILLE
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There B just a8 much
emphasis placed on music and
performing arts s academics
With assistance from faculty
members at Fisk and Tennes-
see Slate universities, the
group has pul on musicals such
a5 Wesr Side Story and Dream-
srirls at various venues through-
ot the c;lt}, Later this year, itu-

perform Grease o
Belmont  University's  Trout
Theater.

“Salarma i not just the run-
af-the-mill after-school place
where you just come and do
nothing” said Bill Crimm,
Salaimm associate director, “It's
about excellence and quality.”

Chavez Lewis hopes to one
day become a Broadway per-
former; and he said his ﬂnglr%
acting, dancing and speec
skills have been enbanced as @
result of uttending the Salama
Institute. “T'he people here
work with you in everything
that you do,” said Lewis, a stu-
dent @t Hunters Lane High
“Fram your biggest interest to

your interest, they
make sure that you succesd n
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