BYLAWS OF THE
NASVILLE AREA WOMEN’S SOCCER ASSOCIATION

I.
NAME

This organization will be known as the Nashville Area Women’s Soccer Association (NAWSA).  The NAWSA was organized in January, 1984 in Davidson County as a non-profit Association.

II.
PURPOSE

The purposes of this league are to promote adult women’s soccer, stimulate friendly competition and sportsmanship at a recreational level of play, and to provide instruction and the opportunity to play soccer to both skilled and unskilled players.

III.
RULES

A)  Play will be in accordance with the F.I.F.A. rules except as amended or altered by these bylaws.  The league will abide by the Constitution and bylaws of the Tennessee State Soccer Association, including registration and payment of dues.

B)  These bylaws comprise the set of rules that will govern the administration of the league.

C)  This league was established to foster sportsmanship and honesty, and all members of this league should respect these unwritten laws of trust.

D)  Members must be females 18 years of age and older, and the Association will not discriminate upon race, creed, or color.

E)  The Executive Committee has the right to remove a team or individual player from the Association by a 2/3 vote.  Removal would usually be for one of the following reasons:



1)  Flagrant violation of the rules



2)  Continued unsportsmanlike conduct



3)  Dominating skill level

Expulsions may be for one or more games, for the entire season, or the player may be barred from ever playing in this league.

G)  In the event that a referee finds that a player or team has acted in a way that requires further discipline than that given during the game, the situation will be referred to the Disciplinary Committee.  This Committee is to consist of the President, a referee, and several league members who do not sit on the board.  This committee will decide if further action is necessary against the player or team. 

H)  Physical or verbal assault of the referees by any player will result in expulsion of the player for a period of one complete year.


I)  Arms crossed against the chest for protection will not be a hand ball violation.

J)  All players must be registered members of the Tennessee State Soccer Association.

IV.  OFFICERS
A)  Officers will consist of a President; a Vice President-Registration/Insurance; a Secretary/Treasurer; a Vice President-Fields/Play; a Vice President-Referees; a Vice President – Publicity/Assistant Registration; and a Vice President – Communications.  The Executive Committee (governing body) for NAWSA will consist of these officers and one team coordinator from each team.

B)  These officers will be elected/appointed annually at a scheduled general meeting of the league by a simple majority of those team members present and voting.  These elections/appointments will normally take place in the spring.
C)  If an officer is unable to complete that term, then the remaining officers will appoint a willing league member to complete the term.


D)  An officer must be a registered member of a league team.


E)  Responsibilities of each officer are defined below:



1)  President

a)  Presides over and maintains order at all meetings of this league or of the Executive Committee.

b)  May cast the deciding vote on any issue even though she may have already voted.

c)  Has responsibility for scheduling all official league games (including scrimmage, makeup games and tournaments).




d)  Appoint person to take minutes of meeting.



2)  Vice President – Registration/Insurance

a)  Must maintain the current team rosters, including the Registration/Insurance Forms for each member of that roster as well as team colors

b)  Communicates and coordinates official roster changes with team coordinators

c)  Has responsibility for maintaining and securing insurance coverage for each association member

d)  In the absence or disability of the president of the association, the Vice President of Registration/Insurance will act as the presiding officer.

e)  Plus whatever other duties may be assigned to the title by future amendments.

3)  Secretary/Treasurer

a)  Must pay all expenditures as approved by the Executive Committee from league funds for official league expenses.



b)  Receives and maintains all league funds




c)  Maintains the official league copy of these by-laws.

d)  All checks approved by the Executive Committee must be signed by the Treasurer.

e)  Plus whatever other duties may be assigned to the title by future amendments.



4)  Vice President – Fields/Play

a)  Has responsibility for making sure a field is playable and available for all official league games.

b)  Must decide if the field is playable with concurrence of the referee on game day.

c)  May procure whatever goods and services are necessary to keep the fields playable; as approved by the Executive Committee.




d)  Coordinates activity with other leagues on field use.

e)  Is responsible for any equipment owned or borrowed by NAWSA.

f)  Must secure and distribute checks to cover the use of fields for the season.

g)  Plus whatever other duties may be assigned to the title by future amendments.



5)  Vice President – Referees

a)  Has responsibility for contracting and scheduling referees for all official games and scrimmages.



b)  Communicates with referees on cancellations and changes.

c)  Secures (and assures delivery of) checks from Secretary/Treasurer for referees at each game.

d)  Plus whatever other duties may be assigned to the title by future amendments.



6)  Vice President – Publicity

a)  In charge of securing team standings weekly and submitting press releases to all newspaper or radio stations (to publicize and official league event).

b)  In charge of securing and distributing brochures, fliers, and posters to promote the league.

c)  Responsible for coordination of prospective players on available teams.

d)  Responsible for serving as a means of balance in handling any protest filed to the legitimacy of a player on the Registrar’s team if the President and Registrar are on the same team.

e)  Plus whatever duties may be assigned to the title by future amendments.



7)  Vice President – Communication

a)  Responsible for newsletter to be distributed twice per year or as often as voted by the Executive Committee.

b)  Responsible for notifying the Executive Committee of scheduled meetings.

c)  Responsible for keeping scores or and standing of all league games, scrimmages, and tournament.

d)  Responsible for maintenance of league website.  

e)  Plus whatever duties may be assigned to the title by future amendments.



8)  Team Coordinators




1)  Responsible for maintaining individual team rosters.




2)  Responsible for attending league meetings.

3)  Responsible for filing any protests to the league President within 48 hours of the protested game or incident.
F)  The above positions comprise the league Officers.  The Officers together with one team coordinator from each team compromise the Executive Committee whose responsibilities are as follows:



1)  Propose fees and budget for each upcoming season.



2)  Propose any post-season activity



3)  Further the interests of the NAWSA in whatever way they see fit.

4)  All proposals will not be finding on the league members until approved by a majority vote of the Executive Committee.

5)  The Executive Committee has responsibility for the approval and disbursements of all league funds.  A majority vote will be required for all such actions

6)  For issues arising between scheduled meetings, the President has the authority to poll a team coordinator from each team.  The decision will be finding upon the league.
V.  Fees

A)  League fees will be voted by the Executive Committee before the start of the season.

B)  Each team must pay its league fees to the Secretary/Treasurer before the second game of the season.

C) This fee is not refundable even if the team or individual is removed before the end of the season.  If there are extenuating circumstances (ie. Medical reasons) that a player is unable to play they may request in writing to the President and Treasurer to have their fees refunded.  Fee transferals are considered refunds and should be requested in the same was as a refund.
VI.  Voting Rights

A)  A quorum at meetings of the Executive Committee will consist of 2/3 teams in the league and a majority of the officers.


B)  Each member has one vote.


C)  Any officer may vote twice, if she represents her team as coordinator.

D)  A member of the Executive Committee may vote by proxy if she can not be present at the meeting, however authority must be in writing.

E)  The President will break any tie vote, even though she already voted on that issue.

VII.  Teams

A)  New teams may be added only if approved by the Executive Committee prior to the season

B)  Each team must establish its colors and report these colors on its roster before the start of the season.  These colors must not conflict with any other team’s colors.  Colors will be approved by the VP-Registration/Insurance on a first-come, first-serve basis.

C)  Uniforms are required and all members of a team (except the goal keeper) must wear matching jerseys with numbers on the backs and matching shorts.

VIII.  Rosters

A)  Each team must submit a roster and league fees to the VP-Registration no later than the second game day of each season.  The roster should show the team name and colors as well as the phone numbers, address, birth date and social security number of each player on the team.  It should also indicate the team’s coach, and show his/her phone number (work and home), a mailing address and a designated alternate coach.

B)  The roster must have at least 11 players.

C)  A player may not be added to a team roster after the second game of the season without approval by the President and VP-Registration.

D)  Each player on the roster must sign a Registration and Insurance form prior to playing any league game.  No player may play after the second game of the season until league fees are paid and registration forms are completed in their entirety.  

E)  Each player on the roster must be at least 18 years old by the start of the season.

F)  All players must be able to produce a valid picture identification at the field for every game.  A player who is not able to produce such identification will not be allowed to play.

G)  If a team has reason to believe an opposing team played an ineligible player, the team coordinator should report the suspected violation to the VP-Registration/Insurance as soon as possible.  If the player is determined by the VP-Registration/Insurance to have been ineligible on the game date in question, the violating team will forfeit the protested game. 

H)  Only players who are on the team roster for the last two regular season games are eligible to play in the league tournament.

IX.  Play

A)  The length of the game will be two halves, to be determined prior to the start of each season.

B)  At least 7 roster members of a team must be present to begin play or that team will forfeit the game by a score of 0-1.  If the competition is such that a forfeit would be in the best interests of both teams, then a forfeit will be allowed.  If the game is forfeited, then the teams may play but the outcome will not be counted in the league standings. 

C) If a team knows in advance they will not have enough players on game day they should notify (by call and e-mail) the President, VP Referees, Referee Assigner and the opposing team of a forfeit by Thursday at 8:00 the week before the game.  

D)  Unlimited substitutions are permitted on throw-ins by the team possessing the ball.

E)  Officials



1)  Game officials will be contracted and scheduled by the VP-Referees.



2)  There will be two referees at each game.

3)  If no officials are present, a game may be rescheduled or played if a certified official can be secured and approved by both presiding team coordinators.

4)  The head referee for a game will be responsible for completing an official game card showing the results of that game and any red card violations.  He or she should report this information to the VP Registration/Insurance.



5)  Referees are paid for a game



6)  A former coach of a team can not be the center referee in any game.

F)  Tournament play will be decided by the Executive Committee prior to the start of any season.

X.  Standings

A)  Teams will be awarded two points for a win and one point for a tie.  League standings will be based on accumulated points during the season.

B)  The season champion will be the team that has accumulated the most points after all regular games have been completed.

1)  If two or more teams are tied at the end of the season, then the criteria used to determine a champion will be their records against each other.

2)  If a tie still remains, then the determining factor will be fewest goals allowed.  If a tie still remains, then the team with the most shuts is champion.

3)  If a tie still remains, the teams will schedule a play-off game(s) with the concurrence of the VP-Fields/Play.  Time, date, and format of the play-off will be determined by the VP Fields/Play.

XI.  PROTESTS

A)  Protests must be submitted in writing to the President within 48 hours of the protested game.  The Executive Committee has the right to settle all protests and it will render its decision on the protest within two weeks after receiving the written notice.

B)  The Executive Committee will send a copy of the charges to the team protested against.

C)  Each team can present its case to the Executive Committee with no more than three witnesses.  

D)  No protest will be accepted questioning a judgment call by a referee.  A referee’s decision during a game is final.

E)  A member of the Executive Committee must not rule on a protest if she is a member of either team involved in that protest.

XII.  AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS

A)  Amendments may be proposed by any league member and will become a part of these bylaws by the majority approval of those teams present and voting at any league meeting.

B)  These bylaws were prepared on Wednesday, July 25, 1984 by representatives of the Executive Committee.

C)  These bylaws were amended in August 1987 by a committee representing each team in the league.

D)  These bylaws were amended in February 1988 by a committee representing each team in the league.

E)  These bylaws were amended in February 1989 by a committee representing each team in the league.

F)  These bylaws were amended in August 1990 by a committee representing each team in the league.

G)  These bylaws were amended in February 1991 by a committee representing each team in the league.

H)  These bylaws were amended in May 1996 by a committee representing each team in the league,
I)  These bylaws were amended in August 1997 by a committee representing each team in the league.

J)  These bylaws were amended in November 1997 by a committee representing each team in the league.

K)  These bylaws were amended in February 1998 by a committee representing each team in the league.

L) These bylaws were amended in December 2003 by a committee representing each team in the league.

M) These bylaws were amended in June 2005 by a committee reporesenting each team in the league.

________________________


_______________________

       NAWSA President




     Witness

