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As people of faith, we are called to protect the vulnerable and to care for God’s earth.  We are gravely concerned that the impacts of climate change are dramatically and negatively altering God’s gracious gift of creation.  Because the effects of global climate change impact those least able to cope with them, addressing global climate change is also a justice issue.  

We urge the United States Congress and President Obama to:  

1. Reduce Climate Change Emissions 

Enact a mandatory system that lowers greenhouse gas emissions in the U.S. to meet standards recommended by the international scientific community.  To achieve this, the U.S. must reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 25 to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2020 and work for long-term reductions that are at least 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.  Mechanisms for achieving these reductions must be based on principles of transparency, accountability, global equity and environmental awareness.

2. Support Vulnerable Communities 

Provide substantial new funding for adaptation measures and transition assistance for vulnerable communities both overseas and in the U.S.  Because of the massive U.S. contribution to greenhouse emissions, money for adaptation and transition is a moral responsibility, not charity.  Adaptation assistance must provide for those communities, families and individuals impacted by the effects of climate change.  

a. International adaptation funding should be channeled through mechanisms that are transparent, democratic, participatory, equitable and effective.  The funds should be accessible to those most impacted, such as women and indigenous communities.  To avoid adding to debt burdens, adaptation assistance to the world’s poorest countries should be provided in the form of grants rather than loans.

b. Domestic adaptation and transition assistance must be directed to the most vulnerable communities in the U.S.  Because the imposition of carbon limits in the U.S. may increase the cost of essential goods, low-income communities will need financial assistance to transition to a low-carbon economy.  

3. Assist and Welcome Climate Migrants  

Provide humanitarian assistance to people fleeing the effects of climate change and admit a significant number of environmental migrants through a new entry mechanism. 

With thanks to Ecumenical Advocacy Days, National Council of Churches Eco-Justice Working Group and Church World Service for education and advocacy materials on Climate Change

