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Focus on the Grad
by Sonia Merchant

QLilly, thank you so much for doing this.  So, how has it been adjusting to 
high school socially and academically?

AIn the beginning it was a little difficult because I had to get used 
to how each teacher teaches.  My grades are really good. It was 

just getting comfortable with new people, I guess, and that would be 
the same thing everywhere.  I didn’t like school at all at first.  But, by 
November I got really comfortable.  Now I like going to see my friends 
and everything.  

QI’ve heard that you have received amazing grades and enrolled in 
advanced classes like IB, AP and honors classes.  

AThey don’t offer IB until 11th grade. (Oops) I really like my AP 
class. The rest are honors.

QSo, you can really handle the academics (Reader: I admit this was a 
leading question—I was trying to get her to talk about the incredible 

grades I knew she was getting)  

AI think everyone who was in our class can handle it. (I already said 
humble, right?)

QAlright, well, tell me things you really liked about Linden Corner.

AI liked everything about Linden Corner really, and I miss it.  I miss 
it a lot.  The teachers were really good.  They really taught you how 

to look deeper into things, how to analyze them better.  That was good.

Q What would you say to people who wonder how their children will do 
after coming out of Linden Corner?

A  Not to worry, I guess.  Academically they’ll be up to it and even if 
they don’t know little things they can catch up quickly.  A woman, 

a teacher at Hillsboro (Suzanne Frensley, who is a. LCS fourth grade 
parent), went to our English teacher and asked how the Linden Corner 
kids were doing.  My English teacher spoke highly of us.  And so she 
(Suzanne) decided to put her kids here.  I guess that says something.

Q What do you miss the most about Linden Corner School?

AThere was just something about it.  I don’t know how to explain 
it well.  My class was so tight as a unit. It was like a family.  The 

teachers made us think really hard and deeply.

Q What’s your favorite thing about Hillsboro?

AIt takes time getting used to, but I like having so many people 
there.  It’s like the real world. So much is going on, just like the 

real world .

QThere was something you once said to me about being grateful your 
parents let you have a long childhood.  Would you please talk a little 

about that?

AIt was nice to be sheltered so much.  I got to have a real 
childhood.  I think a lot of people at my high school didn’t get 

Here’s the second installment in our series 
designed to answer the question “How do 
your school’s graduates do in high school?”  
Lilly Olney (LCS ’07) dropped by the office 
one day after a long day at Hillsboro High.   
She was cheerful, thoughtful and honest.   
And, I must say, very humble considering her great beauty and brains.

What lies behind us and 
what lies before us are tiny 
matters compared to what 
lies within us. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

It’s courageous work to help a  
developing Waldorf school 

grow and thrive in Nashville. 
It takes the commitment and 
undaunted determination of many. 

I am thankful to the faculty 
who demonstrate a true desire 
to strengthen and deepen their 
work in the classroom. This 
includes pedagogical study 
and working with Rudolf 
Steiner’s insights about child 
development. The formation of 
a Faculty Leadership Council, 
of which the Administrator is a 
part, provides a foundation for 
stability and continuity in our 
school. The council directs the 
pedagogical arm of the school 

by providing oversight to the 
school’s curriculum development, 
faculty hiring and dismissal, and 
professional development.

I am thankful for parent 
volunteers who energetically 
give countless hours and donate 
sacrificially to provide Waldorf 
education to our community. 
Without their dynamism, 
generosity of time and talents, 
and strength of will, our 
developing school could  
not operate. 

I am thankful to an 
administrative team comprised of 
warm people who have brought 

professionalism and solidarity 
that truly model teamwork 
and collaborative working. At 
the beginning of each week we 
discuss highlights of the previous 
week. Among those highlights 
this year have been bringing 
processes and efficiencies to 
work previously addressed in 
ad hoc fashion; streamlining 
requests and resources; hosting 
full visitor mornings and having 
to increase the frequency because 
of so much interest; significantly 
increased enrollment in the 
grades program; acceptance of 
our students to the academic 
magnet school lottery; full early 
childhood program classes and a 
waiting pool for next fall.

I’m thankful for students who 
arrive daily with contagious 
enthusiasm and whose love for 
learning inspires and motivates 
all of us.

It’s been an honor to work 
with a school community that 

reaffirms what Waldorf education 
represents—learning, striving and 
bringing out the best in ourselves 
and in one another. I hope that 
the summer brings each of you 
rest, renewal and rejuvenation as 
we prepare for another year in 
strengthening and stabilizing the 
gift of Linden Waldorf School. 

Blessings on our work, Eileen Smith

from the administration

Title???
The number of changes 
undertaken at Linden 
Corner in the past few 
months is substantial 
and astonishingly 
successful. I observed 
active, effective working in 
every aspect of the brand 
new administrative staff 
and I observed peaceful, 
productive working in the 
(mostly new) faculty.

—Kathleen Young,  
visiting Waldorf educator

It is clear that Nashville 
wants a Waldorf School in 
its midst. The school remains 
vibrant and prosperous.

—Betsy Gimenez, AWSNA 
Leadership Council representative 

and visiting Waldorf educator




