SUMMARY OF SB 7006
SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE SESSION 2010

As previously reported to you the General Assembly passed comprehensive legislation
last week as part of the special legislative session on education. Much of the discussion
has centered on the changes to the master planning and formula funding aspects of the
bill. While these changes were significant, they made up only a portion of the legislation.
A complete summary of the bill as signed by the Governor follows.

Section 1: Names the act the Complete College Tennessee Act of 2010.

Section 2: Deletes a provision that regarding recommending tuition and fee increases
that is reintegrated into Section 3.

Section 3: Amends the current law relative to the development of a master plan and
funding formula for higher education. The focus of the master plan will change to
include consideration of the state’s economic development, work force development and
research needs. It will also require attention to increased degree production and consider
the missions of the institutions as part of the process.

For the first time, the Commission will now have the explicit authority to approve the
mission of each institution after consultation with the respective governing board. The
bill directs the Commission to consider the make up of the student population at each
institution as well as other unique features of the institutions.

Section 3 continues by revising the Commission’s authority relative to the funding
formula. The charge will continue to develop a means of fair and equitable method of
distribution and use of public funds, but, consistent with the direction of the master
planning, will be an outcomes-based formula. The bill directs that elements such as “end
of semester enrollment for each semester, student retention, timely progress toward
degree completion” shall be included in the model, and may include such things as
“student transfer activity, research and student success.” Language is included to ensure
that the unique factors of the community colleges are considered in the funding formula.

The bill retains the Commission’s authority to review and make recommendation on fees,
but also codifies what has been the practice of the Commission for the last few years of
making fee recommendations as part of the funding recommendation.

Finally, this section requires that any amendment or revision to the funding formula must
be presented to the Education and Finance, Ways and Means Committees in both the
House and Senate for review and recommendations.

Section 4: The issue of articulation and transfer between state public colleges and
universities is addressed in this section by building on what is currently in the statute.
The Commission is charged with developing a university tract program consisting of
sixty (60) hours that will allow a student to transfer from a community college as a
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junior. The law currently requires the essence of that requirement, but the bill brings
clarity and specificity to the task.

The sixty (60) hours is to consist of forty-one (41) general education instruction and
nineteen (19) hours of pre-major instruction. The intent stated in the bill is that any
student who completes the sixty (60) hours and earns an associates of science or
associates of arts degree will be admitted to any state public university except for the
University of Tennessee Knoxville, to which admission will remain competitive. It
should be noted that although admission to a university is guaranteed, admission to a
program within the university, e.g. nursing, will remain competitive.

This section provides other provisions aimed a making the transition from a community
college to a university as seamless as possible. These include the development of a
common course numbering system at the community colleges and direction that any list
of course offerings by a community college will be listed in a way that clearly identifies
courses that will not transfer to a university.

Finally, the bill requires that the provision in this section shall be completed by the fall
2011 semester with updates on progress being made to the chairs of the Education and
Finance, Ways and Means Committees of both the House and Senate prior to each
semester beginning with the fall 2010 semester.

Section 5: Currently any change to the formula shall be reviewed by a committee and
report made to the Education Oversight Committee prior to November 1 of each year.
This amendment adds the Education and Finance, Ways and Means Committees of both
the House and Senate to the list of those receiving the report. This will make the law
consistent with the requirements in Section 3 of the bill.

Section 6: The Commission, in consultation with the governing boards is required to
develop dual admission policies to allow a person meeting the admissions requirements
of both a community college and a university to be admitted to both institutions. The
student would enroll in the community college, but would have the benefit of academic
counseling and student services at the university. This is another provision added to
enhance the seamless transfer among institutions. This policy must be developed by the
July 1, 2010.

Section 7: Under the provisions of this section, after July 1, 2012, universities will no
longer be able to offer remedial and developmental courses. Universities currently do not
offer remedial courses and will now rely on the community colleges to provide both type
courses, generally on the university campus.

Section 8: The Board of Regents, in consultation with the Commission, is to set up a
comprehensive community college system to be managed as a unified system. It is
anticipated that this will entail establishment of a vice-chancellor of community colleges.
The TBR is charged to incorporate the use of block scheduling and cohort programming
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in delivering instruction in the community colleges. This is to be implemented by July 1,
2012.

Section 9: The University of Tennessee is authorized to develop an academic unit for
research and education in collaboration with the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. This
would include agreements governing the collaboration.

Section 10: This section clarifies that federal law will govern where there could be a

conflict with state law regarding the management and operation of the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory.

Section 11: This section recognizes the University of Memphis’ potential in
collaborative research in areas such as biomedical fields particularly through St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital and the University of Tennessee Center for Health Sciences
and authorizes the pursuit of such a collaboration.

Section 12: By December 1, 2010, the Commission shall provide the chairs of the
Education and Finance, Ways and Means Committees of both the House and Senate with
a side-by-side comparative analysis of how funding will be distributed under the new
formula as compared to how it would be distributed if the old formula were in effect.

Section 13: The Comptroller is authorized by the provisions of this section to audit the
Commission and governing boards with a view toward determining whether there is

overlap in responsibilities and whether cost efficiencies could be realized through
reorganization.

Section 14: This provision provides that if one provision of the bill is held to be invalid
that the validity of the remaining sections will not be affected.

Section 15: Makes the bill effective upon it being signed.
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SENATE BILL NO. 6

PASSED: January 21, 2010
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