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Old Cambridge Baptist Church in Cambridge, MA, voted on 
Sunday, February 6, to afýliate with the Alliance of Baptists. 

The pastor is Irv Cummings. He writes: ñWe are an American 
Baptist Church in the Stillman Association. 
After some study and conversation, at our 
annual meeting, OCBC voted to join the 
Alliance.ò 

ñWe are a progressive, inclusive, lgbt-
afýrming ABC church which has been a 
presence in Harvard Square since 1844,ò 
said Irv. ñAmong our list of pastors is 

Samuel Miller who later became dean of Harvard Divinity 
School. Our congregation, though small, is very socially active, 
and is comprised of academics, human services workers, retirees, 

peace and justice activists, and artists.ò
ñOld Cambridge Baptist Church (known affectionately in these 

parts as OCBC) is in my judgement a jewel of a congregation 
and the Alliance should be thrilled to have it in its membership,ò 
said Tom McKibbens, pastor of nearby First Baptist Church 
in Worcester, MA, and a member of the Alliance board. ñIrv 
Cummings attended the Fall convocation in Worcester along with 
some other church members, and their afýliating with us is a 
direct result of the convocation.ò

Tom said Old Cambridge Baptist Church is by far the most 
progressive American Baptist Church in Massachusetts.  ñIt has a 
long and storied history,ò he said. ñBut even more important, it is 
in the forefront of social issues and will be a wonderful resource 
for us in the Alliance.ò

A new 
Alliance 
church

By Russ Dean
Convocation Co-Chair

My father used to go to the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
every year. It was a big deal. 
I remember taking him to 
the airport once when you 
could still say goodbye on 
the tarmac. We waved as he 
boarded, and then felt the 
rush of heated wind, smelled 
the acrid air of turbine-ýred 
power, as the plane made its 
way to some far-off, soon-to-
be Baptist-immersed (excuse 
the pun) destination.

Because I always wanted 
to be a preacher (why didnôt 
he have enough sense to talk 
me out of this!?), early in my 
life I started looking forward 
to those meetings. Every 
year I could see my father 
experiencing renewal ï for 
himself. He always returned 

with great souvenirs for his 
kids, and recalling for his 
family all the friends he had 
seen, and the worship and 
meetings he had attended. 
For a wanna-be preacher, this 
seemed as good as it gets, the 
way life is supposed to be.

A few 
years later, 
Amy and 
I found 
ourselves 
at Southern 
Seminary. 
Louisville, 
Kentucky, 
was about 
as close to 
paradise 
as weôve 
ever been. 

But they were salad days, 
and while we were there, we 
experienced The Fall, all over 

again. (Though not the result 
of anything nearly so original 
this time around!)

Weôve been banished to a 
land ñEast of SBC Meetingsò 
ever since!

Enter The Alliance of 
Baptists: In Greenville, SC, 
April 1-3, weôll gather at a 
garden paradise called Furman 
University. (We alums donôt 
call it ñthe country club of 
the southò for nothing!) To be 
sure, it is East of Eden, but 
we will ñCome Togetheréò 
with friends new and old to 
remind each other of ñGodôs 
Surprising Graceò ï among 
us, still. Our days together 
will help us to focus on the 
39 organizations with whom 
we partner, the Allianceôs 
understanding of missions in 
our ever-changing, pluralistic 
world, the ties that bind us 

together, and the God who 
brings us to one another, and 
who surprises us day by day.

Please join us. The 
fellowship will be renewing. 
The worship will be inspiring. 
The workshops will be 
enlightening. The challenge 
will be engaging. The 
experience will beé wellé 
how do I say thisé like the 
SBC to an eight-year-old? (Or 
maybe even better!) Anyway, 
my father would be proud, 
and you might even ýnd a 
souvenir to bring home for the 
kids. And yourself.



convocation: april 1-3

April Baker will be the preacher in 
the opening service Friday night at the 
Convocation that will emphasize our 
mission partners. 

April is co-pastor with Amy Mears of 
Glendale Baptist Church in Nashville, 
TN, and is a graduate of Furman 

University in 
Greenville, SC, where 
the Convocation will 
be held. 

ñGlendaleôs 
relationship with 
Iglesia Bautista 
Alberto J. D²az in 
Santa Clara, Cuba, 
has broadened my 
understanding of 
partnership due in 
large part to the 

openness, integrity, and depth of our 
friends there and their insistence on a 
mutual relationship that values all,ò she 
said. ñI learn from them that I am both 
missionary and mission ýeld.ò

April is a member of the Alliance 
of Baptists and serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Baptist Peace Fellowship 
of North America. Part of her work with 
these two organizations has included 

working with Mahan Siler and Brenda 
Moulton to coordinate a retreat that was 
the basis for the feature article of Rightly 
Dividing the Word of Truth: A Resource 
for Congregations in Dialogue on Sexual 
Orientation, published jointly by the 
Alliance of Baptists and the Baptist 
Peace Fellowship.

April holds the Master of Divinity 
degree from Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, 
NC, and a B. A. from Furman University.

Before coming to Nashville, April 
worked for Nortel Networks. She has 
served as a counselor and as a case 
manager for a residential treatment 
program, which serves women felons 
and their children. She also has worked 
as an educational interpreter/tutor for 
deaf and hard-of-hearing children in 
North Carolina.

ñAs co-pastors at Glendale, Amy and 
I are learning what it means to live into 
a new skin ï the skin of a partnership 
ministry that includes not only the 
pastors, but the entire congregation,ò she 
said. ñServing as one of the ministers 
at Glendale is one of those gifts that 
Iôm not quite sure I deserve, but Iôm 
profoundly grateful for it.ò

Baker will be opening  
night preacher
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Airport Transportation 
in Greenville

The Hyatt Hotel 
provides complimentary 
transportation to and 
from the Greenville/
Spartanburg airport by 
advance reservation. When 
you know your þight 
information, send it by e-
mail to LMHinton@gsprgo.
hyatt.com or call Lonita 
Hinton at the Hyatt Hotel, 
864.298.2444. 

Seminary Students
Scholarships to cover the registration 

fee are available for seminary students 
from North Carolina and Virginia. 
Sign up at the Alliance ofýce at 
202.745.7609.

Housing is available for seminary 
students attending the Greenville 
Convocation. Please contact Madison 
McClendon at mrm1213@hotmail.
com or call cell 864.918.5276, home 
864.879.4293; or Ann Quattlebaum, 
ann.quattlebaum@furman.edu,  
864.297.0616. We encourage students 
to make these arrangements no later 
than March 24.

Saturday night dinner 
seating limited

The banquet facilities at Furman 
University limit us to 300 for the 
banquet on Saturday night, April 2. You 
are urged to register in advance to be 
assured a ticket for this event.  

Attention: Alliance 
Choristers

Singers attending the Convocation 
are invited to join the Alliance Choir 
that will lead worship Sunday morning.

Email Anne Hunter Eidson, Minister 
of Music at Park Road Baptist Church 
at annehe@parkroadbaptist.org if 
you can participate. More details 
about the choir are posted at www.
allianceofbaptists.org.

The Furman Chamber Choir will 
perform at Friday nightôs worship 
service.

Candler Club Breakfast
Saturday, April 2, 7a.m.- 8 a.m. at the Hyatt  Hotel

Candler Club historically meets in conjunction with United 
Methodist Church annual conferences. This will be the ýrst such 
gathering at a Baptist convocation. David Key, Director of the 
Baptist Studies Program at Candler, will be with us to bring an 
update on the program and other happenings at Candler.  All 
alumni and friends of Emory Universityôs Candler School of 
Theology are invited to attend. We are limited to 30 people 
due to space limitations, so reserve your place quickly! Cost is 
$15 per person. Send reservations to: David Key, Director of 
Baptist Studies, Candler School of Theology, Emory University,  
Atlanta, GA  30322. Reservations may be made by phone at 
404.727-6350 or by e-mail at dkey@LearnLink.Emory.edu.
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Reminder
The deadline 

for the 
discounted  
rate at the  

Hyatt Hotel  
is 

March 7. 
864.235.1234.




