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Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville Hosts 
20th Annual Calls for Kids Telecast

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The 20th annual Calls for Kids Telecast, which raises money for Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville, will be broadcast live on Saturday, April 17, from 7 to 10 p.m. on WKRN-Channel 2.  

The Calls for Kids Telecast is the major annual fundraising event for Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville and helps support the 32-bedroom Ronald McDonald House and the Ronald McDonald Family Room located on the fifth floor of the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt. This Telecast marks the 20th year of supporting RMHC of Nashville, which enables families to maintain some sense of normalcy when they need it most.  The programs provide a “home away from home” for families of critically ill children receiving inpatient or outpatient medical care at Nashville-area hospitals. 

“The Calls for Kids Telecast is the largest and certainly one of the most important fundraisers we conduct each year,” said Elizabeth Piercy, RMHC of Nashville executive director. “The 2010 Telecast commemorates 20 years of the community’s continued commitment to Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville and, most importantly, the families who utilize our services.”

During the Telecast, volunteers, community leaders and local celebrities field phone calls from donors. Contributions may be made during the event by calling (615) 322-7900 or (866) 766-9933 or online at www.rmhcnashville.com. Donations may also be made by becoming a “Minute-Match” Sponsor and agreeing to match one to 25 minutes of the Telecast with donations of $1,000 per minute. 

The 2010 Telecast hosts include WKRN’s Lisa Patton, Neil Orne and John Dwyer and former Tennessee Titan Brad Hopkins. The evening also features interviews with families who have stayed at the House while their child received treatment at Nashville-area hospitals and a tour of the House and Family Room. Nine families will be featured, including:

-more-

· Joshua and Ruth Chartier from Mayesville, N.C., who arrived four days before their now 2-month-old daughter, Lydia, was born with hypoplastic left heart syndrome. Lydia continues to get stronger and recently came off the ventilator.  

· Jamie Newman from Maryville, Tenn., stayed at the house while her son, Grayson, received a heart transplant in 2001. Ten-year-old Grayson returned in 2008 when he was diagnosed with Burkitt’s leukemia and stayed at the House with his mom for a year.  Grayson now uses a wheelchair but is improving, and comes back for doctor’s appointments monthly.  

· Daniel and Andrea Howard from Belvidere, Tenn., who stayed at the House more than 177 nights between September 2008 and October 2009.  Doctors told them their son, Levi, who was diagnosed with cancer, would never eat or walk.  Now, he’s a typical 19-month-old with lots of energy and a big appetite. 

· Kenya Love from Jackson, Tenn., who stayed at the House for 76 nights when her son, Christian, was born premature at Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt.

· Martha and Paul Gray from Surgoinsville, Tenn., who stayed at the House when their 13-year-old granddaughter, Destiny Stapleton, was diagnosed with acute lymphocytic leukemia (ALL) and needed a bone marrow transplant.  Destiny’s grandparents and little sister, Morgan, stayed with her for more than three months while she battled cancer. 

· John and Andrea Wilson from Chapmansboro, Tenn., who stayed for 77 nights while their 17-year-old son, Christian, underwent a bone marrow transplant after being diagnosed with an extremely rare form of cancer. 

· Nikki Wilson from Madisonville, Ky., who stayed at the House for a year while her daughter, Payton, fought an extremely tough battle in the hospital after being born premature.  Payton passed away just days before her first birthday.


Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville community supporters will also be featured in live and taped segments during the April 17 Telecast. The supporters include: Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation Women; Lawrence County High School Key Club (Lawrenceburg); Jan Burns (Franklin); Green Hills Civitan Club; Hands On Nashville; Carter Family Ministries (Greenbrier); Perenity Flower Ministry; Cassidy Turley; Cornersville High School Student Council and Family, Career & Community Leaders of America (Cornersville); AT&T Pioneers Nashville Life Club; Dale Hollow Lake Poker Run (Celina); St. Bernard Academy Kindergarten Class; Hard Rock Café; HCA, Inc.; The Jordan Hackett Foundation (Carthage); Southwest Airlines; Alpha Delta Pi of Austin Peay State University (Clarksville); and Olivia Wright.
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The 20th annual Calls for Kids Telecast sponsors are: Smith Seckman Reid, Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt, Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund, Comcast, Alpha Delta Pi Nashville Alumnae, Baptist Healing Trust, Jeffco Flooring, Skanska and AT&T Pioneers.

The mission of Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville is to “keep families close” by providing essential resources and a “home away from home” for families of critically ill children receiving inpatient or outpatient medical care at Nashville-area hospitals. The Nashville Ronald McDonald House opened in 1991 and is located at 2144 Fairfax Avenue.  There are 296 Ronald McDonald Houses in 30 countries worldwide, and Nashville’s House was the 142nd Ronald McDonald House built. The House is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and is supported by seven full-time and two part-time staff members and more than 200 active volunteers.  In 2009, the House served more than 517 families.  Since opening, the House has served more than 10,700 families and has served families from all 95 counties in Tennessee, 65 counties in Kentucky, 39 other states and 12 foreign countries.

In 2004, Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville opened Nashville’s first Ronald McDonald Family Room on the fifth floor at Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt.  An extension of the House, the Family Room is a place where families and friends of seriously ill children can enjoy a quiet respite from corridors and waiting rooms, whether or not they’re staying at the Ronald McDonald House. The Family Room includes a comfortable seating area, a kitchen stocked with snacks, a children’s play area, a half-bath and the support of caring volunteers.  The Family Room has experienced a huge response, serving more than 3,500 visitors per month. 

Additional information about Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville or the Calls for Kids Telecast is available online at www.rmhcnashville.com.

###
image1.jpeg
Ronald McDonald House:
Charities of Nashville

Mids..





