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Time: 
Some 
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Note change of location: See page 2

Registration 
materials 

are online, 
or contact 
the Alliance 

office.

Many of you talked with me in Dayton 
after the vote on the statement in 
support of same sex unions. No one 

I heard from was sorry about the decision; but 
nearly everyone said they needed more time, the 
issue deserved more time and perhaps a fuller 
treatment than a single statement could provide. 

People needed time to carefully read the 
statement, time to think, time to pray, time 
to discern, to process and express, time to be 
certain we offered the best possible expression 
of our collective witness. 

Questions about how the Alliance makes 
statements are not new. I have often wondered 
if we can possibly offer our most faithful 
(articulate) collective witness with only minutes 
to hear, discern and express a statement. Be 
assured we stand by the Dayton statement, 
the Board of Directors is just wondering if a 
different process would have given people the 
time they seemed to have needed. 

The Board of Directors, meeting last fall in 
Rhode Island, decided two things regarding this 
question. (1) The Board directed the ofýcers 
to appoint a task group to recommend a policy 
for bringing statements to the þoor of the 
Annual Meeting. The task group will bring its 
recommendations to the spring meeting of the 
Board of Directors in Greenville. (The Board 
meets just prior to the Convocation.)

The task group is led by board member 

George Simms from Ohio. (2) The Board 
adopted the Interim Policy which is printed 
below. We will follow this policy at the 2005 
Annual Meeting in Greenville. In order to be 
presented for a vote all statements must be 
received in writing at the Alliance ofýce no 
later than one week prior to the beginning of 
the Convocation to provide ample time for 
duplication. 

We adopted this interim step to help insure 
that the people have time...time to read for 
themselves, time to discern, to reþect, to pray, to 
be ready to vote. No one in the Alliance ofýce 
will screen or challenge or discard statements. 
We simply want to get them copied and in the 
packets. 

This interim step is not intended to discourage 
spontaneity or inspiration. Our Annual Meeting 
is an open and free forum. The Board doesnôt 
enjoy making policy. We are merely asking that 
if you have a statement you wish to present for 
adoption at the Annual Meeting, please get it 
to Jeanette or Stan in time, so it can go in the 
packets and then all of us will have time to give 
it the thought you have given it. 

The conversation is open. If you have ideas, 
opinions, suggestions for a process for bringing 
statements to the Annual Meeting, send them 
to the Alliance ofýce or to me at dalch40 
@comcast.net. We will pass them on to the Task 
Group.

Interim policy on statements: In order to be presented at the Convocation, all statements must be 
received in writing at the Alliance ofýce no later than one week prior to the beginning of the Convocation, to provide ample time for 
duplication of proposed statements and placement in Convocation packets. In addition, the Alliance ofýcers will appoint a task group 
to bring recommendations regarding both the presentation of statements at the Annual Meeting and their dissemination and use.



convocation

The site of the 2005 Convocation has 
been moved from First Baptist Church in 
Greenville to Furman University. 

Jeff Rogers, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, notiýed the Alliance on Jan. 13 
that the church could not host the opening 
session on Friday night, when April Baker 
was scheduled to preach, but that the rest 
of the meeting could be held in church 
facilities. 

The Convocation Task Group, in 
consultation with the ofýcers, then 
decided to seek another location for the 
entire event. Contractual arrangements in 
Greenville made it necessary to meet in 
that city, if possible, so an invitation was 
sought and received from Furman, Aprilôs 
alma mater, to hold the entire meeting 
there. 

ñWe strongly support the Convocation 
Task Groupôs choice of April Baker as the 
Friday evening speaker,ò said Alliance 
president Cherie Smith of Baltimore. 
ñUninviting her was never considered.  
Finding a new venue was the best option 
for all involved.ò

The welcoming reception and ýrst-
timers gathering will be held in Hartness 
Pavilion on the campus. Worship services 
will be held in Daniel Chapel. There 
will be ample space in nearby classroom 
buildings for breakout sessions. The Hyatt 

remains the headquarters hotel.
The schedule will remain basically the 

same as previously announced except for 
Sunday morning. The adult Bible study 
will be held at 9 a.m. and will be led by 
Shanta Premawardhana. Worship will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. and will feature Ra¼l 
Su§rez.

An Alliance choir, as usual, will be 
assembled to lead worship music.

Programs for 
children and youth 
will still be held, 
and childcare for 
pre-schoolers will 
be available with 
advance reservations. 
(Call Sandra Davis 
at First Baptist 
Church to make 
those reservations, 
864.233.2527.)

Members of First 
Baptist Church 
Greenville continue 

to serve on the local arrangements 
committee, and the church will provide 
much of the logistical support needed for 
the Convocation.

ñWe were saddened by the churchôs 
decision about Friday night,ò Cherie said. 
ñOur prayer since then has been for God 

to guide the Alliance in a way to maintain 
the integrity of our witness and at the same 
time preserve our friendship with FBC 
Greenville.ò 

ñWe are all on a spiritual journey both 
individually and as communities, and as 
Baptists we leave room for growth and 
change,ò she said. ñThe statements that 
stand as our collective witness have great 
meaning for us, as does our commitment 
to make room for dissenting voices. We 
are Baptists. We pray for Godôs guidance 
as we live in that tension.ò

Concluded Jeff: ñThe honest and 
diligent discussions that have resulted 
in the change of venue for the 2005 
Convocation have proceeded with the 
utmost care for the integrity of the 
respective missions and identities of the 
Alliance of Baptists and First Baptist 
Greenville. We have found common 
ground at Furman University, which 
has yet again proven its commitment to 
free intellectual exchange and unfettered 
religious discourse. To persons who feel 
hurt or offended, I apologize; and to those 
who have worked so hard to maintain 
a longstanding and mutually beneýcial 
partnership in mission and ministry, I 
thank you.ò

Change of venue:

Jan. 10-Dec. 31, 2004
Budget needs

$339,847

Receipts
$324,252

2004 Mission 
Offering Goal

$113,000

Receipts
$93,279

As you can see from the ýgures on the right, we 
fell short of reaching both our general operating 
budget and our Mission Offering goal for 2004. 

Each of our 26 Mission Offering recipients has 
been sent a pro-rated share of the offering. 

In 2005, our Mission Offering goal is $115,000 
and 28 recipients will beneýt. A brochure is included 
in this newsletter outlining those ministries. We hope 
you will take the time to read about the recipients 
and even visit their websites to get a better feel 
for their ministries. We also invite you to consider 
making a gift to the 2005 Bridges of Hope Mission 

Offering at any time during the year. You may send 
a check or donate online by using the ñClick and 
Pledgeò function on our website.

Our budget for 2005 is $374,446. You can ýnd the 
line items posted on our website. 

The Alliance of Baptists, while small in numbers 
and budget, plays a vital role in supporting ministries 
others have neglected or forgotten or chosen not to 
support. These ministries are not just in places like 
Cuba and Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka but also in Little 
Rock and Nashville and Evansville. 

What can you do to make a difference this year?

Final figures come up short but ministries continue

Convocation will be held on 
campus of Furman University

ALLIANCE 
FINANCES



perspectives

As this column is written and ýled, our own Shanta 
Premawardhana, now the associate general secretary 
for interfaith relations with the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the USA, is leaving his native Sri Lanka 
for Indonesia, the second stop on a 13-day visit to the two South 
Asian nations most devastated by the Dec. 26 earthquake and 
tsunami. He was accompanied by Vince Isner of FaithfulAmerica.
org, an online advocacy organization connected to the NCCC. 
During their week-long stay in Sri Lanka, Shanta and Vince 
assessed the situation in numerous consultations with church and 
other religious leaders and engaged in hands-on relief themselves.

Among those consulted was Kingsley Perera, general secretary 
of the Sri Lanka Baptist Sangamaya (Union), our partner 
group on the island nation who twice has attended Alliance 
convocations and will do so again in early 
April when we gather in Greenville, SC. In 
a meeting held Jan. 10 in the capital city of 
Colombo, Shanta reports, Kingsley and two 
other key Protestant leaders ï the Anglican 
bishop of Colombo and the president-elect 
of the Methodist Church ï agreed that one 
way to address the long-range needs in Sri 
Lanka will be the establishment of sister-
church relationships. Shanta had shared this 
idea before leaving on his mission and I told 
him I believe there surely are 20 Alliance 
churches out there willing to establish such 
a relationship with each of the 13 constituted 
churches and seven mission churches in the 
Sangamaya.

This, then, is a ýrst invitation for Alliance 
churches to consider such an approach to 
providing signiýcant long-term help. Two 
of the Baptist congregations are in the area 
of the country most devastated and were 
turned overnight into refugee centers in 
the aftermath of the tsunami that struck the 
eastern side of the island on the morning 
after Christmas. In addition, Sri Lanka 
Baptists maintain a childrenôs home in Tangalla, ýve hours south 
of Colombo, where they have set themselves the challenge of 
helping restore the entire community. A mission congregation 
in Batticaloa in the predominantly Tamil area of Sri Lanka lost 
everything, Shanta reported, including the pastorôs 23-year-old 
daughter.

Besides the compelling need to do our part through ongoing 
relief efforts to be administered on-site by Sri Lanka Baptists, 
we should ponder exercising our stewardship as U.S. citizens 
in a matter identiýed by Anglican Bishop Duleep de Chickera. 
One of the most important things U.S. churches can do to help, 
he said, is to advocate in Washington for the cancellation of the 

international debts of tsunami stricken countries.
In addition, we would do well to pray that religion will unite 

Sri Lankans, not divide them, in their time of greatest trial. In a 
perceptive piece ýled Jan. 12, Amy Waldman of The New York 
Times wrote: ñAcross nations and religions there has been a 
search for explanations of not only why the tsunami came but 
why it killed some and not others ï and a vibrant, sometimes 
virulent cottage industry is supplying them.ò She noted further: 
ñThe tsunami may also deepen religious and ethnic divisions, 
perhaps dangerously. In Sri Lanka in recent years, dozens 
of churches have been attacked by militant Buddhists. It is 
the Christians, some Buddhists say, who are to blame for the 
tsunami.ò

Yet many Christians in Sri Lanka are hopeful their no-strings-
attached approach to providing 
assistance wherever needed will 
help establish their bona ýdes in the 
predominantly Buddhist nation and 
that the vast majority of peaceful 
Buddhists will respond favorably. It 
is even possible that a pending so-
called ñanti-conversionò law fostered 
by the militant Buddhist minority 
may be derailed by the unconditional 
nature of aid offered by Christians 
to all.

And in our continuing prayers 
for all of the victims, we remember 
Dhilanthi Fernando, Shantaôs spouse, 
whose best friend was one of more 
than 40,000 Sri Lankans who died 
that fateful morning. Tamara Mendis, 
55, was the wife of a Lutheran pastor 
in Chicago. She was spending the 
Christmas holidays with her daughter 
Eranthie, 25, in their native Sri 
Lanka. Eranthis Mendis, a recent 
graduate of St. Olaf College in 
Minnesota, was back in her home 

country for a one-year stay. She and her mother left the capital of 
Colombo by train the morning of Dec. 26 headed for the beach 
resort town of Hikkaduwa. Tamara Mendis died when giant 
waves overturned the train. Eranthie survived.

ñEranthieôs story is a powerful story of faith,ò Shanta said. 
ñAfter she was rescued, she tried to help save her mother, but 
by the time her mother was pulled out, it was too late. Eranthie 
prayed over her mother, offering her motherôs soul to God.ò

To read Vince Isnerôs accounts of what he and Shanta saw 
in Sri Lanka and Indonesia and to look at Isnerôs stunning 
photographs, go to www.faithfulamerica.blogspot.com.
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You will be pleased to know we were 
able to send with Shanta the ýrst 

$3000 given by Alliance people for Sri 
Lanka relief through the Baptist Union there, 
along with a $5000 installment of the 2004 
Alliance Mission Offering. To continue 
helping our Baptist friends in their relief 
efforts, you may send your contribution 
to the Alliance ofýce in Washington. No 
administrative costs are involved in passing 
along your gift to the ofýce of the Baptist 
Union in Colombo.



Non-Proýt Org.
US Postage

PAID
Permit 579

Greenville, SC

February 2005

Executive Director Stan Hastey
shastey@allianceofbaptists.org

Associate Director Jeanette Holt
jholt@allianceofbaptists.org

Phone: 202.745.7609 
Toll-free: 866.745.7609
Fax: 202.745.0023
info@allianceofbaptists.org
www.AllianceofBaptists.org

Newsletter Editor:
Sue Harper Poss
P.O. Box 25461, Greenville, SC 29616
864.848.3346
editor@allianceofbaptists.org

The Alliance of Baptists
1328 16th Street NW
Washington, DC  20036

Change Service Requested

C. Michael Hawn, Professor of Sacred Music 
at Perkins School of Theology at Southern 

Methodist University in Dallas, TX, since 1992, 
will bring the Covenant Address on Saturday 
night at the Convocation.

Michael is a founding member of the 
Alliance of Baptists. He served as the 
worship coordinator for the first convocation 
in Raleigh, NC, in 1987 while serving as 
Minister of Music at Pullen Memorial Baptist 
Church. During 1988-89 while a professor of 
church music at Southeastern Seminary, he 
was president of the American Association 
of University Professors Chapter, the faculty 
organization that fought the fundamentalist 
takeover of that school in 1987. 

He has been a member of the Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North America for many years, 
serving as music and worship coordinator 
for several of its national and international 
conferences.

Michael previously was a professor of church 
music at two Southern Baptist seminaries for a 

total of 15 years. In addition to teaching, he has 
served churches in Kentucky, Georgia, North 
Carolina and Texas as minister of music. He holds 
the Doctor of Musical Arts and the Master of 
Church Music degrees from Southern Seminary, 
and the Bachelor of Music Education degree from 
Wheaton College.

Michael is a frequent contributor to church 
music periodicals in the areas of church music 
education and hymnology, having published more 
than 80 articles. Edited books include For the 
Living of These Days: Resources for Enriching 
Worship (Smyth & Helwys, 1995) that was 
premiered at the Alliance Convocation upon its 
publication. 

Michael is a student of global music and 
worship. He has taught and studied church 
music in Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, and Nicaragua. 
During the summer of 1996, he was given a grant 
from Southern Methodist University to study 
Asian Christian worship, a trip that took him to 
Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan, the Philippines, 
Thailand, and Hong Kong. 

Convocation 2005

Michael 
Hawn will 
bring the 
Covenant 
Address
Convocation information coming in March: 1) An updated schedule. 2) An article about 

April Baker, who will preach on Friday night. 3) An article from Convocation co-chair Amy Dean. Registration information is posted 

online, or call the Alliance ofýce. New information about the Convocation is posted on the website as it is available.


