Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association
Board Meeting
August 28, 2008


Present:  Ambrose, Beard, Boone, Davis, Fisher, Fussell, Hart, Karwedsky, Lyle, Qualls, Shultz, Spencer, Troutman, Wilkerson, Williams

Absent:  Boord, Burr, Clapper, Ganstine, McCarter, Charlie Penley, Connally Penley, Strausbaugh,

Guests:  Lucy Garrabrants

President Henry Ambrose called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. at the Radnor Lake Visitors Center, Nashville, Tennessee.

Minutes.  Sherry Beard presented the July minutes, which had been sent to Board members in advance, for approval.  The minutes were approved as presented.

Financial Report.   June financial reports were e-mailed in advance.  Lucy Garrabrants presented the reports with the Board in the absence of  Treasurer Jim Clapper.  The financials were accepted as presented.

Conservation Committee.  Daniel Boone gave a brief history of TSRA’s involvement with the Swan Conservation Trust in helping them to acquire land in the headwaters.  He reported that the Conservation Committee wanted to give the Trust $5500 – one month’s loan payment – as we had done in past years.  This was approved.

He then told us of a contact by Jeff Hunter of Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition in Asheville, NC, who is working with the U.S. Forest Service in Cherokee National Forest to add to wilderness area designations.  They are asking for support from TSRA in this matter.

Rod Karwedsky discussed the Tennessee Clean Water Network’s Bill and LeAnn Russell River Hero Award and asked the Board approve the Committee’s request for a sponsorship of $500 to the award.

Cumberland Plateau Watch Group.  Barnett Williams reported that he had had several responses to create an information exchange network to stay informed about activities of concern on the Cumberland Plateau.  He wants to add additional organizations.  The purpose of the network is that when an activity or issue is identified, information can more easily be disseminated to the Conservation Committee and the Board.

Dragon Boat.   Mike Qualls reported on the 2nd Dragon Boat race.  The follow-up meeting is September 3rd.  He would like any feedback from participants and ideas for next year.  One area of concern was better publicity.  Also to target companies now for next year so they can put it in their 2009 budget.

Community Shares.  Mike Qualls said that peer feedback is received and will be presented at the next meeting after he has reviewed it.  The new executive director has been hired and in a learning curve and the fall fundraising campaign is in progress.  Lisa, Barnett, and Beth have volunteered to help with speaking engagements.

Strategic Plan.  Henry Ambrose stated that we are in the midst of the employee search.  Seventy-two applications were received and are being pared down for interviews.

Amendment to Bylaws.  Henry presented an amendment to the By-laws that would institutionalize that the in-coming President will start working with the Board upon election.  There was discussion of the amendment and it will be presented for vote at the September meeting.
Archived Materials.  A committee of Sherry Beard, Barnett Williams, Brenda Hart, Clyde Troutman, Lucy Garrabrants, and Jack Lyle will go through the archived materials to clear out unnecessary things and create a file of permanent institutional records.

Access Committee.  Patty Shultz reported.  On October 4th, Eagle Scout candidates will work on improvements to two sites on the Harpeth River - the Highway 100 access site and the new Bellevue site at the soccer field.

She reminded everyone of the Blueways Summit on September 19th and the Watershed Summit on September 19-20.

Thank yous.  Henry Ambrose read two thank you notes – TCV and Harpeth River Watershed Association.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry K. Beard
