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Unemployment Checks:

Can you get them?

What can you do if they turn you down?

Lost Your Job?

Go to the unemployment ofþce right away. 
Fill out the papers to see if you can get 
unemployment payments. You have to þll out 
papers every week to prove you are looking for 
work. You should get unemployment IF:

• You have worked at the job steadily for 4 to 6 
month AND 

Å You were laid off because of no work or the 
company closed down OR

Å You couldn't get your job back after being 
off for health problems or child birth. (You 
have to report back to work as soon as your 
doctor says you're ready.)  OR

Å You quit for a good reason connected 
with the job. For example: 
Å being allergic to something at work 

that makes your asthma worse or 
Å having an illness or disability 

caused by the job. OR

Å You were þred for 
something that 
was not your 
fault.

 
Were you þred because you could not do a job? 
Were you þred because you made a bad mistake 
at work? You may still get unemployment. 

You can't get an unemployment check IF any of 
the following is true:

1.  You quit your job without a good reason 
connected with the job. This is called a 
òvoluntary quit.ó OR

2.  You can't work because of illness or 
disability NOT caused by the job. OR

3.  You were þred because you broke the 
company's alcohol and drug rules and 
failed a drug or alcohol test. OR

4.  You were þred for òmisconduct.ó 
	 Misconduct means you:

Å didn't follow reasonable orders;
Å did something to 

hurt your employer; 
Å took leave but didn't 

come back on time;
Å were þred for being 

absent without letting your boss know 
you wouldn't be at work; or 

Å wouldn't do your job the way you were 
supposed to.  OR

5. You are unemployed 
because you are out on 
strike. (Strikes have 
special rules, so check 
with the unemployment 
ofþce.) OR

6. You were offered a òsuitableó job and turned 
it down. Suitable means:
Å the pay is almost the same as your old job;
Å the hours are almost the same as your old 

job;




