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Notes from the Center

I know it hasn't always been easy and that trials and tribulations 
have come up along the way. Here and now is this amazing op-
portunity to let go of the struggle, embrace the newness of life 
and move forward; however there is still a lot of work to be done. 
Our new President needs us more than ever to step up and play 
our part in building this new world of peace. The world we all 
know is possible. For so long you and I have been ‘pioneers 
of possibilities’ and now parts of this dream have come true.
     My name is Krystal Kinnunen-Harris; I am the new Nashville 
Peace and Justice Center Coordinator. My background is in Pho-
tojournalism and Cultural Anthropology. My heart has been one of 
an activist for human rights and for our planet since the early 90's. 
Last year I was a part of the 1Human Race For Justice group who 
supported a local Tibetan Refugee, Ngawang Losel and organized 
a rally with six other people to inform Nashville about the social 
injustices happening in Tibet. Two years ago I localized the Na-
tional Red Tent Movement and started monthly women's Red Tent 
Gatherings in Nashville. The Red Tent movement is about creating 
sacred space and a supportive network; a place for women to unite 
and honor their natural rhythms; a place to restore and revitalize.
     Last fall we brought the Leadership Institute back and success-
fully created 20 more leaders in the Nashville community. The 
group was diverse in many ways from age, to experience and mo-

We are embarking 
on exciting times 
with our first Afri-
can American Presi-
dent- Barack Obama. 
This gives me hope 
and encouragement 
for a better world, 
and the building of 
a "Culture of Peace" 
that each of you in 
your own unique 
way have actively 
worked towards.

Dear NPJC Community,

tro to organizing, fundraising for Justice, public speaking, strate-
gic planning, coalition building, managing and resolving conflict 
and citizen lobbying. I am grateful for our facilitators: Nell Levin, 
Tennessee Alliance for Progress; Matt Leber, the Nashville Move-
ment; Randy Tatel, Nashville chapter of Amnesty International; 
Cissy Mynatt, Center for Non-profit Management; Megan Mac-
araeg, Mid TN jobs with Justice; Tamara Ambar Losel, Nashville 
Conflict Resolution Center; and Cynthia Bennett with National 
Organization for Women (NOW). They were all wonderful and 
successful at inspiring, motivating, and educating our new leaders.
  Our next Leadership Institute began on April 16th and 
we are in the beginning stages of creating a Youth Lead-
ership Institute. Please contact me if you would like 
to sponsor a child or sign up for our next training.
      Our new Office Manager, Crystelle Brown is doing a wonderful 
job giving us a new fresh look. Both Crystelle and I are Kundalini 
Yoga teachers and plan to implement Yoga for a cause~Sacred 
Activism in July. We are excited to be a part of this movement 
towards peace and all the unique ways this may be accomplished, 
through community outreach, community organizing and uniting 
people. Most importantly, true peace starts within.
     Please let either Crystelle or myself know how we may be 
of assistance to you in creating this “Culture of Peace.”I want to 
make the Nashville Peace and Justice Center a strong force in the 
community again but I cannot do this alone. I need all of us to 
unite and find the common thread that resides in our hearts. A dear 
friend, Diane Saliba Ault once said to me that “no problems can be 
solved with our heads; we have to come together with our hearts”. 
Let’s unite! I need you to become an active member and help 
me to re-establish the membership committee and development 
committee. Let’s rebuild our membership base and create out-
standing programs that enrich our diverse Nashville Community.
 
Infinite Blessings, 
Krystal Kinnunen-Harris
krystal@nashvillepeacejustice.org

Want to Contribute?
We seek cartoons, articles, letters and photos that are re-
lated to peace and justice issues relevant to the Tennessee 
progressive community. While our intention is always to 
respect the integrity of your submissions,  we do reserve 
the right to edit for clarity, grammar, spelling, and length. 
Have an opinion you’d like to share about something 

you’ve read in this issue? Write us a letter!
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YARD SALE 
May 23, 8am

2515 Oakland Ave. 37212
We are seeking donations and

volunteers for the sale.
(615)333-5700 / Krystal@NashvillePeaceJustice.org


