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BRAVO! to 759 Partnerships and Thousands 
of School Volunteers
PENCIL closed out the school year 
with our annual BRAVO! Luncheon, 
celebrating 29 years of  PENCIL Part-
ners and volunteers in Metro Schools. 
We are proud to report that there are 
759 PENCIL Partnerships supporting 
students with everything from tutoring 
and mentoring to school beautification 
projects to providing internships to high 

school students. Our web-based volunteer tracking system, schoolvolunteers.org, re-
ports that PENCIL volunteers have contributed nearly $1,700,000  in services to our 
schools this year and over $650,000 was donated for supplies and monetary donations.
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Marc Hill
Chris R. Johnson
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Michael Lomax
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June D. Manning
Darin Matson
Candice McQueen
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Connie Williams
Executive Director OUR MISSION: LINKING COMMUNITY RESOURCES WITH NASHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

TO HELP YOUNG PEOPLE ACHIEVE ACADEMIC SUCCESS AND PREPARE FOR LIFE

Presenting Sponsor: CVS/Caremark 
Lipscomb University / Belmont University / AEGIS / AT&T / Creative Artists Agency / Dollar 
General / HCA/TriStar / Rogers Group, Inc / Southwest Airlines / Earl Swensson Associates / 
Nashville Area Chamber of  Commerce / Chris Coates / Greater Nashville Association of  Real-
tors / Mr. and Mrs. Enrico Pennisi / Kelli Stokes

Patrons

Overton High School Drumline for Musical Performance / McGavock Air Force Junior ROTC 
for Presentation of  Colors / DeOndrea Foster Pearl-Cohn High School for National Anthem / 
Fall-Hamilton Stepping START Team / Dan Mills Elementary for Table Displays

Special Thanks

top to bottom, L to R:  
Dr. Virginia Shepherd, Vander-
bilt Center for Science Outreach, 
accepts the Mayor’s Award 
for Outstanding System-wide 
Partner; McGavock Air Force 
Junior ROTC; DeOndrea Foster 
sings Nat’l Anthem; Overton 
High School Drumline; CMT 
General Manager Brian Phillips 
accepts the Mayor’s Award



Brian & Jennifer Abrahamson
Academy of  Country Music  
  Lifting Lives
Aegis Sciences Corporation
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The Honorable and Mrs. Lamar  
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  LLC
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Enduring Partnerships - 10 Yrs.

Mayor Dean Honors Outstanding PENCIL Partners

Enduring Partnerships 

10 Years
Opry Mills & McGavock Elementary / McDonald’s Management Company & Tulip Grove 
Elementary / Rogers Group, Inc. & Park Avenue Elementary Enhanced Option / Kroger, Green 
Hills & Julia Green Elementary / Dell & Glencliff  High / Dell & Paragon Mills Elementary / 
Centennial Medical Center & W.A. Bass Middle / Tennessee Society of  Professional Engineers 
& Martin Luther King, Jr. Magnet / Wal-Mart, Charlotte Pike & Charlotte Park Elementary

Enduring Partnerships - 15 Yrs. Enduring Partnerships - 20 Yrs. Partnership Coordinator - 10 Yrs.

Partnership Coordinator - 15 Yrs.

Mayor Karl Dean has been instrumental in the work of  PENCIL to recruit more businesses 
to partner with our schools. For two years now, he has also worked through PENCIL so that 
Metro employees were given the time to volunteer in schools. And this year, he has brought 
Laurel Creech onto his team to launch a citywide volunteer initiative called IMPACT Nash-
ville. By continuing the annual Mayor’s Award for Outstanding School Partner and System-
Wide Partner, is just another example of  his commitment to public schools. Since 2001, the 
Mayor’s Awards have honored some of  the most dedicated PENCIL Partners in the city.

This year’s winner of  the Mayor’s Award for Outstanding School Partner is CMT for its work 
with McGavock High School’s Digital Design and Communication Academy. To kick off  
this partnership, 75 CMT employees taught classes, hosted a career exploration fair for 500 
students and transformed an old storage room into a student-run television studio. They have 
offered job shadowing experiences for students, an externship for teachers and in one year, 
accumulated 1100 volunteer hours at the school. Honorable Mentions in this category went 
to City Church for its work with KIPP Academy, Madison Church of  Christ for its work with 
Madison Middle and Davidson, Golden & Lundy for its work with Harris-Hillman School.

Mayor Dean awarded Vanderbilt Center for Science Outreach the Mayor’s Award for Out-
standing System-Wide Partner for its 11-year partnership with other local universities and 
MNPS to implement a ‘Volunteer Scientist in the Classroom Partnership.’ Graduate students 
and postdoctoral fellows partner with middle and high school educators to teach one full day 
per week in the classroom. Participating teachers have called this ‘the best program in the 
past 30 years for enhancing science learning by K-12 students.’  Honorable Mention in this 
category went to Deloitte.

Partnership Coordinator - 25 Yrs. Valerie Hays, Deloitte Craig Brown, City Church

Phil Barnes, Madison Church 
of  Christ

Jan Meryl Davidson, Davidson, 
Golden & Lundy
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Deloitte & Touche
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IN HONOR

  Metropolitan Nashville
United Way of   
  Metropolitan Nashville   
  Restore the Dream
UPS Foundation
Sandra & Walter Vance
Jennifer Van Den Brink ***
Vanderbilt University
Vanderbilt University 
Peabody
Mr. & Mrs. John Van Mol
Vector Management 
Waddell & Reed 
Betsy & Knox Walkup
John Wall
Wal-Mart Foundation
Brian Ward
Warner Music Nashville
Rhonda Warren
Washington Foundation
Kimberly Washington
Mary Bernadette Welch
Connie White
Connie Williams
James Williams, Jr.
Judee Ann Williams
Dr. Julie Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Donald  
  R. Williamson
Mr. & Mrs. Ridley Wills, II
Randy Wright
Laura & Terrance Yates
Shirley Zeitlin
Zeitlin & Company
Frank Zier
Raymond Zimmerman  
  Family Foundation

Anna Gonzales  
  by Cheryl Morris
Lindsay Jenkins  
  by Marc Jenkins
Wendie Pfaff   
  by Paige Danielle Moore
Steve Morris  
  by Lois Forsmo
Marion Whitfield  
  by Sue and Anderson Spickard
Stephanie & Doug Bryant    
  by Bonnie Young
Terry Osborne  
  by Bonnie Young
Joan & Bob Sparks  
  by Bonnie Young

Creative Artists Agency 
in honor of  the following: 

Jesse Alexander
Roberto Bentivegna
John Bokenkamp
Dana Carvey
Chris Downey
Marc Dworkin
Rich Eisen
Danny Jacobson
Merritt Johnson
Jeremy Littman
Emmett Malloy
Gloria Muzio
Jordan Roberts
Michael Robin
Emre Sahin
Fred Savage
Lori Scott

*Advised Fund of  The  
Community Foundation of  
Middle Tennessee 

**The McWhorter Foundation

***The Charitable Giving  
Card Program

Lisa Bleed  
  by Nancy Auman and   
  John Boomhower
Mayor Karl Dean  
  by the Centennial Club
Franklin Taylor  
  by Jane & William Coble II
Walter Colt  
  by Sandra Colt
Lois Forsmo
  by Steve Morris



Yin & Don Hong
Susan S. Hudgens
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John Huie
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Mr. & Mrs. David  
  B. Ingram
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J. Alexander’s
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  Pacific Foundation
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Mrs. Jack C. Massey
Kathy & Darin Matson
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McCarter & Beauchamp,  
  PLLC
Chancellor Carol McCoy
Jonathan McDevitt
McDonald’s Management  
  Company
Mary Ann McCready &  
  Roy Wunsch
Tammy McGarr
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Florence Powell
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Price Foundation
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Purity Daries, Inc. 
Purity Foundation
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Bailey Roberts
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Laura Ross
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Saint Thomas Health Services
Vilma Salinas
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Scarlett Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Schulz, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. James  
  Ronald Scott
Jeff  Seraphine
Vicki Shaw
Joan B. Shayne
Laura & Randall Shepard
The Sheperds Foundation
Shoney’s
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Joseph Singer
Mark Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Southwood
Carmen Sparkman
Dr. & Mrs. Anderson Spickard
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State Farm Insurance  
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Mr. and Mrs. William  
  Stokes, Jr.
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Mr. & Mrs. Howard  
  L. Stringer
Students and Friends of   
  Gail McDaniel Award
SunTrust Bank
SunTrust Foundation
Katherine Sutton
Earl Swensson Associates
Sarah & Sammy Swor
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The Tennessee  
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  of  Human Services
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  Development
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Tennessee Titans
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Nancy Thomas 
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  Motorcycle Club
Parker Toler
Denine & Sean Torr
Byron & Aleta Trauger
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip  
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TriStar Health System
Triumph Aerostructures
Claire Tucker
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  Foundation
James Stephen Turner  
  Family Foundation
Mr. Charlie Tygard, Jr. 
United Parcel Service
United Way of   



PENCIL was thrilled to present Jeff  Gregg with 
the 2011 E. Bronson Ingram Award at this year’s 
BRAVO! Luncheon. Recipients of  this award 
have a servant’s heart, a compassion for children 
and desire to make public education a priority 
in their lives, just as Ingram, one of  PENCIL’s 
founders, did for so many years. For nearly 15 
years, Gregg, an agent at Creative Artists Agency, 
has been the driving force behind the PENCIL 
Partnership with Whitsitt Elementary. He en-
courages staff  to be hands-on and have a pres-

ence at the school and because of  their involvement they have touched the lives of  literally 
thousands of  children. No matter how busy, you can expect Gregg to be Reading Partner – a 
weekly commitment at the school - and to be present for board meetings and brainstorming 
sessions. Gregg has been a PENCIL board member for many years and was the chairman in 
2010.

In addition to time spent at Whitsitt, Gregg has also been an active volunteer with teens at 
Stratford High School and is just beginning work with students at the new Entertainment 
Business Academy at Pearl-Cohn. A Whitsitt staff  member shared kind words about Jeff, “All 
of  us at Whitsitt are so excited that Jeff  is receiving this award! It is hard to put into words 
all he has done for our school. I remember the first time I met him. I was a new librarian at 
the school and he came in with a student. The obvious care that he exhibited working with 
the child made me think he was his father. I later learned that he was his reading partner.”

Finally, PENCIL is truly grateful to Gregg for being the brain trust behind A LITTLE NIGHT 
of  MUSIC. Through his efforts and those of  his CAA colleagues, there is an incredible nightof  
music each year that in all has raised close to $500,000 for PENCIL’s work in our schools.     

  Ms. Andrea Conte
Brown and Caldwell
Amelia E. Brown
Daryl Brown
H. Jackson Brown
Raymond L. Brown, Jr.
Tony Brown
Mr. & Mrs. William Bryan, Jr.
Richard & Joy Buck
Frank & Ann Bumstead
Sheryle A. Burch
James S. Cage
Swingley Cage
Rebecca Cagle
Sue & Don Caldwell
Craig Canan
Matthew & Marisa Cannata
CapStar Bank
CarMax Foundation
Deana K. Carter
Tasha Cartwright
Caterpillar Financial Services
CDM
Mr. & Mrs. Will Cheek
Jeff  Christenson
Duane Clark
Sam and Shannon Clemmons
Paula Clinton
CNA Foundation
Chris Coates
Mr. & Mrs. G. William Coble, II
Cole Haan
Melanie Collins
Comcast
Comcast Foundation
Judge & Mrs. Lewis Connor
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Cook, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cook
Elveta Cooper
Joel Cooper
Paul Cotton & Dan Smith
Steven Counce
Country Music Association
Country Music Television
Creative Artists Agency
Creative Artists Agency  
  Foundation
Crosslin & Associates
Gil & Liz Cunningham
Beth Curley
CVS Caremark
Angelita Dalton
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Busy Creative Artists Agency Agent Makes Time  
for Students

PENCIL Awards Group Volunteer of the Year
There are thousands of  volunteers working with PENCIL to help support Metro School stu-
dents. Each year, one of  those volunteers is honored as Volunteer of  the Year at BRAVO! This 
year, six amazing individuals—the inaugural chairmen of  the six high school partnership 
councils – picked up the award.  Each of  these community leaders spent countless hours help-

15 Years
Kroger, Bordeaux & Robert E. Lillard Elementary / FedEx Kinko’s, Hillsboro Rd & Eakin 
Elementary / Charles Davis Foundation & Napier Enhanced Option Elementary / FedEx 
Kinko’s, Donelson Pk & Hickman Elementary / Davidson County Sheriff ’s Department & 
Murrell School / Gaylord Entertainment & Two Rivers Middle

20 years
Free Will Baptist Bible College & Tom Joy Elementary / Nashville Medical Group & Harris-
Hillman School / Innophos, Inc. & Cockrill Elementary / Brandywine Womens Club & An-
drew Jackson Elementary

Partnership Coordinators Awards of Service

10 years
Cindy Rouch, Opry Mills, Cathy Neal, Allstate Insurance Company, Jay English, Davidson 
County Juvenile Court, LaWanda Plowden, Alley-Cassetty Coal Company, Jennifer Anderson, 
Westminster Presbyterian Church

15 years – John Doerge, Deloitte

25 years – Bill Rochford, Vanderbilt University Medical Center

(continued)

Orrin Ingram presents Jeff  Gregg with the 2011 E. 
Bronson Ingram Award



The Dan and Margaret Maddox  
  Charitable Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Zack Daniel
Corinna Davidson
Anne Davis & Karl Dean
Christine & Laurence DeFrance, 
The Larry & Chris  
  DeFrance Family*
The Delek Fund for Hope of  The 
Community Foundation    
  of  Middle Tennessee
Dell
The Dell Foundation
Vern & Betty Denney
William & June Denny
Kim Detwiller
Shannon Dickens
Mary Sue Dietrich
Dixie Doll-ers
Dollar General Corporation
Dollar General Literacy  
  Foundation
Lori H. Donahue
Dee & Jerald Doochin
Christopher Dooney
Gloria Dumas
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Dungan
DuPont
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence S.  
  Eastwood, Jr.
Stacey Effner
Emdeon
Mrs. Annette S. Eskind
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Eskind
The Jeffrey & Donna Eskind  
  Family Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Eskind
The Steve & Laurie Eskind  
  Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Essig
Donald Craig Exum
Barbara & Dewitt Ezell
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ezell
Bryan & Shari Fastenau
Mr. & Mrs. Farzin Ferdowsi
*John & Carole Ferguson
Fifth Third Bank
First Tennessee Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Fisher
The M. Stratton Foster  
  Charitable Foundation
Chet Foster
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Dell is a great friend to PENCIL and to PENCIL Partner schools Paragon Mills Elementary 
and Glencliff  High. Dell is a funder of  PENCIL’s Math Partners program and sends groups 
of  volunteers to work at LP PENCIL each year. In addition, Dell’s Reverse Supply Chain 
facility in Lebanon has donated thousands of  the computer cases. These are one of  the most 
sought after donations at LPPB. Russell Jones, a computer lab teacher at West End Middle, 
provides a laptop bag to each student that reaches an efficiency level of  50 words per minute 
and holds a 90% accuracy score his keyboarding class. 

“The donation helps keep the kids interested and also motivates them to achieve the goals I 
set for them. I couldn’t be more grateful for the resources we receive from LP PENCIL Box 
via the community. It is and hopefully will continue to be a great boon for teachers in Metro 
Nashville Public Schools.” Since 2005, more than $60,000 worth of  laptop bags have been 
distributed! 

Dell Laptop Bags Fly off the Shelves!

Congratulations to the Academy Students of  the Year, an award presented by the Nashville 
Area Chamber of  Commerce to outstanding high school students representing a career 
academy: 

back row: Gerald Harris, Pearl Cohn / Kareem Wright, Maplewood / (Deloitte representative Valerie 
Hays) / Megan Watson, Stratford / Kaitlyn Carter, Whites Creek / Elliott Martin, McGavock

front row: Edgar Bolivar, Overton / Tyreke Ansah, Glencliff  / Diamond Wright, Hunters Lane / 
Ashley Brown, Hillwood / Diamond Grimes, Antioch / Emma Loyer, Hillsboro / Cody Dawson, 
Cane Ridge

Academy Students of the Year

L to R: Connie Williams, Jeff  Yarbro, Kent Fourman, 
Bill Rochford, Tom Druffel, Kira Florita Kelly Dando

ing Metro Schools plan and implement business 
engagement for the Academies of  Nashville.
PENCIL congratulates, Kelly Dando, Associated 
General Contractors of  Tennessee, Kira Florita, 
Nashville Opera, Thom Druffel, Holiday Inn 
Vanderbilt, Kent Fourman, Permanent General 
Companies, Bill Rochford, Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Medical Center and Jeff  Yarbro, Bass Berry 
Sims, for all of  their hard work. As partnership council chairmen, they helped PENCIL, the 
Nashville Chamber, and Metro Schools recruit council members, identify potential academy 
partners, participate in strategic planning sessions, and plan the first Career Exploration Fair 
for freshmen students.

(continued)



PENCIL celebrated our 
senior Jobs for Tennessee 
Graduates participants in the 
annual Salute to Excellence 
Luncheon held at Lipscomb 
University’s Allen Arena in 
April. JTG, an affiliate of  
Jobs for America’s Graduates, 
provides school-to-career ser-
vices such as job-readiness 
instruction, opportunities for 
leadership development, and 
post-graduation assistance. 
PENCIL Foundation coordi-
nates the program in the following Metro high schools: Antioch, Glencliff, Hunters Lane, 
Maplewood, McGavock, Pearl-Cohn and Stratford and Whites Creek and a middle school 
component called Career Exploration Program Wright, Cameron and Croft Middle Schools. 
At the luncheon students received awards for various areas including designing the program 
cover, interview skills and public speaking. PENCIL is very proud of  the class of  2011!

Henry & St. Clair Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Frankenberg
Richard and Lois Frost
Gannett Foundation/ 
  The Tennessean
Mr. & Mrs. John Gauder
Gaylord Entertainment Company
Gaylord Entertainment 
  Foundation
Genesco
Brian & Jocelyn Geraghty
Gerard & Susan Geraghty
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Ghertner
Ralph & Alice Glassford
Jodie Gleason
Amy Grant Gill
James Gooch & Jennie Smith
Joel C. Gordon & Bernice W. 
Gordon Foundation
Jane & Bill Gray
Greater Christ Temple Church
Greater Nashville Association 
  of  Realtors
Jacque Green
Gay N. Greer
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Greil
Mary Ann & George Grigg
Rachel Guilbeau
Al Hagaman
Kailey Hand
Karen Harper
Cordia Harrington
Karen Harris & Steve Graham
Brenda Harrison
Steven Hauser
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Hayes
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Haynes
HCA/TriStar
The HCA Foundation and  
  Hope Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Hegel
Ms. Victoria Heil & Dr.  
  Eric Raefsky
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Helm
Senator Douglas Henry
Ulrike Heregger
Denise F. Hickerson
Randy Himes
Mr. Michael Hinchion & Ms.  
  Rene Balogh
Marc Hill
Donald N. Holmes

DONORS continuedJobs for Tennessee Graduates

Volunteer Mary Schoettle has given her time to help several students at Napier Elementary 
Enhanced Option become better readers through PENCIL’s Reading Partners program. 

During her two years, she has learned how to help students who have different styles of  
learning.  One student who had difficulty with speech would scream out the sight words he 
was working on, and Mary learned that by ignoring the behavior and continuing on with the 
lesson, that the screaming finally stopped.  Soon after, this student began spelling words cor-
rectly.  

Thanks to Reading Partners volunteers, over 4,000 students across the Metropolitan Nash-
ville Public School district have been provided with one-on-one assistance since the program’s 
inception in 2000, and Classroom readers have shared their love of  books through read-aloud 
sessions with over 17,000 children.  For some students, the only opportunity they have to 
practice new reading skills on a one-to-one basis is with their Reading Partners, so the role of  
the volunteer is even more important. The Reading Partner volunteers become friends and 
provide extra encouragement and support for their students as they work on reading skills 
together. 

Schoettle has also learned some techniques that she shares with other Reading Partners. 
“When working on sight words, I have the students close their eyes and spell the word. Re-
cently, I began having each child look at the ceiling and spell the word - or if  they are really 
having difficulty, I have them hold their arm out straight and trace the letters in the air as they 
are spelling out loud.”

“The most important lesson I have learned is that I am NOT a teacher,” she said.  “I could 
not do what a teacher does that somehow makes the miracle of  reading happen.  I am there 
to help reinforce what has been taught. And that is fun and rewarding.”

2010-2011  Reading Partners Funders

Ingram Charitable Fund Advised Fund of  The Community Foundation of  Middle Tennessee 
/ Comcast Foundation / Dollar General Literacy Foundation / Bank of  America Charitable 
Trust / Belk Foundation / Creative Artists Agency Foundation / Cal Turner Family Founda-
tion / The Memorial Foundation / Dan and Margaret Mad-dox Charitable Trust / CarMax 
Foundation  / Rogers Group / Scarlett Family Foundation / BlueCross BlueShield of  Tennes-
see Community Trust / CNA Foundation / Marsh / United Way of  Metropolitan Nashville

Reading Partners Volunteer Shares Experience


