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See TEACHING on page 7.

Da Som Kang “Lily” 
and Lin Young 
“Magic,” who live 
in Beijing, spent a 
day with the 7th/8th 
grade class.  The 
14-year-olds were 
in Nashville as 
part of an exchange 
program. Accord-
ing to Magic, the 
experience was 
“very valuable.”
 
Sicheng Yang “Charles” and Ling Xiao Han “Frank” had a “great time” with the 
6th grade.  The visiting students were very excited to spot the Chinese New Year’s 
signs around the school and exclaimed “That’s Chinese!”  Thanks to the Linden 
Corner hosts Angela Holley, Beth McGowin, Julie and Andy Palmer, and Tony 
and Christina Lane. 

Focus on the Grad
by Sonia Merchant

The question that inevitably comes up 
with prospective parents and others 
is, “How do your grads do in high 
school?”  So, we decided to go straight 
to the sources and create a series of 
interviews called “Focus on the Grad.”  

The first interview, with the very charming good sport,  Alex 
Cinelli, took place after I picked him up at Ensworth High 
School, where he’s a freshman.  

Q  So, Alex, tell me. How’s it going, 
socially and academically?

A It was a lot harder socially 
(Reader, you can imagine that 

this was NOT the answer I wanted 
to hear.  But, do read on.)  It seemed 
like the kids were a lot different.

Q How?  

A They acted different.  I might 
describe them as being 

less mature, but, then again, 
they might say that about me.  
I would just describe them as 
being different.

Q  Okay.  Did you feel prepared 
academically? 

A Completely prepared. The 
homework load is not as bad 

as people say.  A lot of time you’ll 
have a little or no homework.  
The history class is not nearly 
as comprehensive and not as 
in-depth. None of it is really too 
extremely difficult.  Some of the 
material is new, but it’s not too 
hard to learn.  I seem to find the 
science class a lot easier than the 
other kids.

QIn what way?

AFor broader thinking skills. 
Atomic structure, electrons, 

things I can’t see but have to 
come up with in my head, are 
a lot easier for me than for the 
other kids.

QSo would you say what you 
learned at Linden Corner 

really helped you?  

ANot so much what I learned 
there, but, how I was taught 

to think.  Linden Corner School 
helped prepare me extraordinarily 
in almost all the subjects.  
(Reader, you must know I was 
already imagining these lines in 
bold for the Leaflet.)

QNow getting back to the social 
adjustment, can you explain 

it a little bit more to me?  (My 
husband will attest to the fact that I 
just can’t let things go.)  

AIt was kind of hard to fit in 
at first, but that might just 

be a “me” thing.  Anytime I start 
something new it takes me a little 
while to adjust.

QDid this initial social 
adjustment make you regret 

having been at Linden Corner?

ANot in the least bit, because 
Linden Corner was so great.  

Looking at it from a high school 
standpoint, it was a really great 
experience.  

QSo, what would you tell a 
family who was considering 

enrolling their child in the school is 
the best thing about Linden Corner?

ATwo recesses a day are 
always good.  There’s lots of 

companionship built up which 
never really gets old, lots of art.  I 
was happy there, that’s for sure.

QThanks so much for your  
time, Alex.

ANo problem.

Alex’s favorite thing about 
Ensworth:  The “really great 
teachers” and the harkness tables.  

me that both paragraphs are 
exactly the same or only note one 
or two words where the spelling 
is different. 

My worry is that these 
children were pushed to read 
too early, when only their right 
brain was developed enough 
for reading. They compensated 
by learning to read everything 
using only sight memory. When 
the reading center in their left 
hemisphere finally developed, 
the habit was still to read by 
using the reading center of the 
right hemisphere. Therefore, 
these children first looked at 
the words in a sentence using 
sight memory, and if the words 
didn’t make any sense, then they 
accessed the left reading center 
to sound out the words. The 
problem was they weren’t using 
the reading centers in the right 
and left brains simultaneously. 
Many of these children still 
lacked bilateral integration in 
their physical movements as well 
as in their reading. For some of 
the children, reading was slow 
and took a tremendous amount 
of effort. For other children, their 
sight memory was so strong that 
they could read quickly but their 
comprehension and spelling 
were still poor. Neither group of 
children could easily picture the 
scenes from the words they read 
or remember how individual 
words were spelled. 

Many of these children need 
cranial therapy because of a 
history of a c-section birth, 
prolonged labor, induced 
labor, or use of suction forceps 

at delivery. In addition, these 
children need lots of cross-lateral 
types of movements (where 
the opposite arm moves at the 
same time as the opposite leg) to 
strengthen bilateral integration. 
Movements like walking or 
hiking with the arms swinging, 
swimming the various strokes, 
rock climbing and playing tennis 
will all strengthen bilateral 
integration. Also, specific 
movement therapies such as 
Therapeutic Eurythmy, Extra 
Lesson, Parelli horseback riding, 
Spacial Dynamics, Bal-A-Vis-X, 
Brain Gym, HANDLE, and 
sensory integration therapy will 
foster the development of these 
neurological pathways. These 
movements need to be non-
competitive, and the therapists 
needs to avoid overstimulating 
the children or activating their 
fight and flight “stress” nervous 
systems. For neurological 
pathways do not form well when 
children are stressed. Once these 
pathways and connections are 
formed, many of these children 
will need tutoring to re-learn the 
rules of spelling and phonics and 
to start using their left brains for 
reading. Even if these children 
were taught phonics in the first 
or second grade, they need 
to revisit these reading skills 
because they didn’t have access 
yet to the reading center in their 
left brain. 

In addition, when children 
feel loved unconditionally (loved 
for who they are and not what 
they do), they will work hard 
to overcome any challenges. As 
parents, teachers and therapist 

TEACHING 
(continued from page 2)

“Linden Corner School helped prepare me 
extraordinarily in almost all the subjects.”  




