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REFLECTIONS

The day was filled with a mix of conflicting emotions:  renewed anger at the events of nearly fifteen years ago, when
FBC members last attended a local denominational gathering to hear themselves cast aside as some sort of unredeemable
group of sinners; tears of pain and tears of pride at the cost and joy of discipleship, made real in the decision to follow the
radical call to hospitality of the Gospels and become a welcoming and affirming congregation, and with that decision setting
out on a road the church would travel alone for a very long time; the announcement of a true unanimous vote, in contrast to
the fraudulently “unanimous” vote calling for disfellowshipping; a standing ovation given us by so many who do not know
us but are eager to welcome us into a new home.  Such images, and many more, came with the United Church of Christ
Central Southeast Association of Ohio’s decision on Saturday, May 2, to install FBC as a dually aligned congregation and
to covenant to walk together with us in partnership as disciples of Christ.

Like Jews who remember the events of the Passover as an abiding testimony to God’s work in history, and like
Christians who remember the events of Jesus’ passion through observance of communion, FBC will always remember the
events that led up to our disfellowshipping as a time of courage, of infamy, of loneliness, of new relationships in the ABC
Rochester/Genesee Region that so graciously agreed to provide a Baptist home for us.
  

And now, alongside those memories, we have a new set of memories to reflect on as we begin this next chapter in
our congregational life, memories of healing and homecoming, of tears and celebration, of being gathered into a family where
we can experience what it is like to be not the odd ones, the outsiders, the renegade, but the ones who stand with others much
like us in our commitment to inclusivity and diversity.

Our long journey through one wilderness is finished.  May we set out now on a new journey with hope and joy,
knowing that we are surrounded by neighbors who love us just as we are.

Faithfully,
Kathy

NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, May 31 , after the worshipst

service.  Please plan to attend this important meeting about the 2009 finances.
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COMING THIS SUMMER:  FAITHWORKS

Get ready for a summer at FBC unlike any other, a summer without sermons or tired hymns, a sermon entirely given over to
what theologians call praxis, what Denison University calls informed advocacy, and what we are calling Faithworks.  This
summer will be a season when we stop preaching for awhile and start practicing, immersing ourselves in the ministries of our
church, getting our hands dirty as we learn from the inside what it means to do God’s work at this time in our congregational
life when that work has taken three unique forms:  as art, as a lunch mission, and as peacemaking.

Throughout the summer, worship services will be reconfigured into times of doing ministry.  For one month, Sundays will
be focused on Whatever Works, as we explore the ways spirituality expressed itself through art.  For another month, we will
try out the lessons of our new Sunday School program, PeaceJam, and learn what we have committed to teaching our children
about the causes, and possible solutions, to conflict in our world.  And for a third month, hunger in Licking County will be
our focus for a time of deepening our understanding of our Lunches on the Square program and how it might grow even
further as a major mission project of our church.  Each Sunday will include a devotional time and some guided reflection on
the scriptural and spiritual significance of the specific ministry.  At the end of each focus, a Sunday will be given over to a
special process that invites sharing about our ministry experiences in a safe environment.  Then in September, we can look
forward to an all-church conversation about these ministry initiatives, how they do (or do not) reflect our sense of where God
is calling us, and how we can best live into that calling.

For some of you, this will not sound like the sort of church experience you would find meaningful.  In that case, you are asked
to become researchers of a sort for us:  consider attending one of the many UCC churches in our area (or while you are
traveling), take notes of how worship and church life unfolds in a UCC setting, come back with bulletins and newsletters,
and help us learn more about this new identity we have taken on.

More information about this summertime venture, called Faithworks, will be forthcoming.  For now, begin looking forward
to summer Sundays spent doing ministry here at our FBC home, or researching ministry at UCC churches elsewhere, as we
seek to discern God’s desires for our church journey.

On Saturday, May 2, 2009, the Central Southeast Ohio Association of the United Church of Christ
unanimously voted us in as a member church.  These are the stories that Sandy Ell inger and Julie Reiswig
shared by way of introducing us to our new denominational neighbors. 

SANDY ELLINGER TELLS OUR STORY AT THE UCC MEETING

Good Morning!  I’m Sandy Ellinger, from the First Baptist
Church of Granville.  I get to talk with you today because
it was my destiny to be the moderator of FBC from
January 1992 to January 1995—three pivotal years of our
5-plus-year journey of commitment to the GLBT
movement.

During my term and the two years that preceded it, our
ministry became more focused and more a part of our
identity, and increasingly distinguished us from the
Christian community of Licking County, then the Ohio
Baptist Convention, and finally the American Baptist
Churches of the U.S.A.

We started getting serious about this in 1991. Then, in
1994, after a year during which we argued, agonized,
debated and studied; after another six months of intensive
self-examination and discussion, we voted and celebrated
in May, by a 2-to-1 margin, to join the Association of
Welcoming & Affirming Baptists.

The following fall, members of the CBA began to call for
action against us. And, on January 8, 1995, the CBA
officially—and it must be said, fraudulently—voted to
“condemn the action of the First Baptist Church of
Granville in joining the Organization of ‘Welcoming &
Affirming’ Churches.”

We knew it was coming, knew the deck was stacked
against us. And still…it hurt. It hurt a lot, to be the object
of this vigilante version of [finger-quotes] justice.

The best antidote was this Book of Letters—nearly a
hundred letters to us from individuals and churches,

heartbreakingly grateful that, at great risk and loss, we
stood with them…that a Baptist church stood with them.
That crisis—that intersection of justice and promise—was
14 years ago. Over that time, we who have a hard time
even saying the word “evangelism,” have witnessed it
happening in our ever-evolving congregation. People
alienated from the Gospel, lost to hope and authentic
living, have found with their whole being that they are
loved by God, loved by Jesus, just as they are, without one
plea.

I was proud of us then, and I’m still proud: proud that we
know how productive it is to believe and question at the
same time; proud that our faith in God leads us to have
faith in each other; proud that we bravely take risks few
are willing to take; and especially proud that we consider
“suffering the consequences” of our actions not to be
suffering at all.

It’s equally important to remember the people who
preceded us, who championed gay rights when it was
downright dangerous to do so. We know they will be there
for us even if everyone near us turns away. Our courage is
no less remarkable because it sprang from the courage of
others. We added the power of our light to an ever-
growing beacon. And we know it is our turn to be there for
the next church who risks. And the next. And the next.

And now, the promise of what might be has at last brought
us to you2 asking for a radically different judgment, as
prelude to promises yet to be revealed. It’s taken a lot of
courage for us to get here, but we have faith that this will
be a very different intersection from the one we faced in
1995.   Thank you. 
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HISTORY OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GRANVILLE

The “Baptist Church of Christ in Granville and St. Albans” was born in a barn in 1819 to a group of 7 men and 12 women
with a pioneering vision. Granville was itself a fledgling community of people who had made their way from Massachusetts
to settle in this "Western Wilderness."  I’ve been given the task of introducing you to our long journey with Freedom of
Conscience and Soul Liberty which Baptists embrace.
 
Our congregation has been closely aligned with Denison University from its first classes in 1831, which were held in our
church building. By 1859 our pastor and his wife responded to Denison’s refusal to admit women by starting a college for
women, again in our church building.  Many early presidents of the college also served as pastor to our congregation, and
the school itself was a Baptist institution until the 1960’s.
 
Our members were there to help the Underground Railroad steam through Granville under the direction of William Whitney,
known in Granville as “an obnoxious abolitionist lecturer.”  Our claim to the Underground Railroad lies in the understanding
that a driven social activist would turn to his own congregation for help, drawing inspiration from his God and his spiritual
family.  Granville was a known stop on the Underground Railroad, and almost no one was writing about their own actions,
so we make assumptions that some of our church members were also committed to rescuing slaves.  

Whitney started his Granville career as a Denison student, then joined our congregation, whereupon we licensed him to preach
the Gospel.  By 1832 Granville was bubbling with anti-slavery agitation, and William Whitney jumped right into the pot.
He was an early model for committee over-participation, and his name shows up everywhere in our early church records.
It was his responsibility at one point to provide the meetinghouse with firewood “at 75 cents a cord”, and he was often
involved in fundraising.  William Whitney established himself early in life as a truth seeker, and he dared to speak out against
social injustice.  He died over 100 years ago, but his spirit is still tangible in our church today.  He was one of us – and took
part in forging our misfit mold.

In the early 1900’s we were the church home for dozens of children whose parents had left them in the care of the Fannie
Doane Home for Children of Baptist Missionaries Serving Abroad.  Some of these families were separated for as many as
five years, parents able to communicate with their children only by infrequent letters from faraway lands.  The children
walked several blocks in single file each week to attend our Sunday School.

In 1978 we ordained the first woman to become an area minister in the ABC/USA, and since that time have ordained twelve
women and three men into the ministry.

We learned how to respond to the prophetic call under the guidance of George Williamson.  He was pastor of our church for
23 years until 2004, known for saying “Let’s do this,” with us against our more realistic judgment usually saying “OK,”
followed quickly by “How are we going to do this?”  In that spirit, in 1990 our church spearheaded a campaign of the Baptist
Peace Fellowship to buy a school bus, load it with donated medical and school supplies, and put 3 of our church members
behind the wheel to drive it to Nicaragua to present it to the students of CEPAD, an agricultural training university in
Managua. This was my first experience with the prophetic voice of FBC, and it’s been an exciting ride ever since!

An entry in our records from the 1820’s describes how the congregation pitched in to build a cabin for a woman who was
“destitute and alone.”  170 years later, a handful of members of our church who also held that spirit established a Licking
County chapter of Habitat for Humanity, and in 1998 our congregation took responsibility for building a Habitat house on
our own in Newark, Ohio.

 Over the years, we've provided various types of assistance to local homeless people as well as political refugees from Central
America and Liberia.

Our local Baptist Association welcomed us with open arms in 1819, and it only took 176 years for them to change their minds.
They voted to cast us out in 1995 after we became members of the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists. During
a series of public meetings, members of these churches openly compared homosexuality to cancer, heart disease, alcoholism,
using crack, pedophilia, stealing, lying and being overweight.  They implored us to “welcome everyone, but show them they
are wrong.”  Those difficult days became a crucible for us at FBC, each member soul searching to decide what we believe
to be true and good and just, and how far we could each individually go to uphold those beliefs.  Nobody coasted through
that storm, and just about everything I know about the Baptists I learned that spring.  Our sister churches in Columbus had
taken Baptist autonomy into their own hands and concocted an illegal and ridiculously irregular vote (118 votes from 101
delegates, recount refused) with the goal of ridding themselves of our unsightly sins.  

One of our contemporary saints, Bill Keucher, a pastor and Baptist scholar, responded to their action this way: 

“To believe in freedom of conscience means to respect differences in understanding and in practice, while undergirding each
other in love and prayer, remembering that all of us, the best and the worst, are sinners saved by Grace.  Our sins are not nicer
or better than yours; neither are they worse…  Only those without sin should cast the first VOTE.”

We have since found an associational home with the like-minded rugged individuals of the Rochester/Genesee Region of the
American Baptist Churches of New York, but it’s been a challenge to make it to the church potlucks.  
After a kind of dry spell, the last year has seen three new projects breathe the fight for social justice back to life in our
congregation.  One is the vision of an artist among us, Carol Whitt, who has transmogrified our dank tiled basement into a
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community art studio full of color and life.  Children and adults come there to learn and share about art and life, and take away
more of themselves than they brought in the door.

Second, our Mission and Social action committee took months to identify what Licking County really needs from us and
committed our church to making lunches to hand out free in downtown Newark on the last Sunday of every month, the day
when whatever monthly income there is has just about run dry.

And the third is my own favorite because it involves all our kids.  We chose to participate in an international curriculum that
teaches our kids about Peace and Justice through studying the lives of Nobel Peace Laureates.  “PeaceJam” was the brainchild
of an artist in Denver, and written into existence by 12 Laureates who committed their time and energy to making sure our
kids know exactly how to make a better world.  We faced some internal opposition from those who said “This curriculum
is not Christian”.  My reply is that Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  The Bible starts us out, but it doesn’t tell us everything we
need to know about talking to community leaders and researching the newspaper.  PeaceJam requires that each group choose
a service project to employ the techniques of peacemaking, and after taking a look at poverty in Licking County, our kids have
returned to Habitat for Humanity. We expect the kids to become the catalyst for our adults to get excited again about making
peace in our world.  
 
Members of this congregation have been abolitionists and activists – soldiers and conscientious objectors - missionaries,
pastors and seminarians - teachers, farmers, doctors, lawyers and artists - a mix of unique individuals who share a common
struggle to live out the Gospel.  When we lived through the Columbus Baptist Association crisis, many of us debated whether
staying with the Baptists made any sense at all.  Did we really want to identify ourselves with such narrow-minded self-
righteous bombasts? … Ah, but they’re OUR bombasts… and Soul Liberty and Freedom of Conscience are what we cherish
as Baptists.  We found consensus in our church that being Baptist means standing firm, not taking your bat and ball and
running home.

As we join you on the journey, we don’t leave our Baptist roots, nor do we give up our autonomy.  We look forward to
standing shoulder to shoulder with you, welcoming God’s Kingdom on earth together.
Julie Reiswig

Mission and Social Action Committee (MSAC) 

MSAC continues to organize the Lunches on the Square
and is grateful to everyone who participates in making
sandwiches and cookies and taking the lunches to the
square. We are thankful to Katie Bauman for decorating
the brown paper bags and to the folks at Trinity Episcopal
in downtown Newark for partnering with us. The next
lunch date is May 24, and we urge people to sign up for
baking and taking! This is a continuing project that needs
everyone's participation! The sign-up sheets are taped onto
the counter in the kitchen. 

Judith Thomas, Joan Novak, Mary Fleming, and Lyn
Robertson are continuing to learn about Judith Allee's
program sponsored by Mental Health America of Licking
County. The goal is to help people get out of poverty by
helping them pay attention to class and economic
differences that get in the way of their personal progress.
Anyone interested in joining this group should call Lyn
(587-2488). 

Everyone is encouraged to bring items and money for the
Food Pantry. May is PERSONAL ITEMS month, and June
is PASTA/SPAGHETTI SAUCE  month. 

The Women's Shelter can always use personal products
(soap, shampoo, feminine products). They are particularly
happy to receive hair dryers to give to their residents. 

We all need to remember that however shaken we might
be in our present economy, there are many, many people
who are struggling. Together, we can help! 

Respectfully submitted, Lyn Robertson 

We Have a New Addition to Our Church Family!

Welcome to Amelie Jane Shuler,
born Saturday, April 11 ,th

weighing in at 7lbs., 4 oz.  

Congratulations to Ceciel and
Jack!

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Sun., May 17 FBC Board meeting, after worship
Sun., May 24 Lunches on the Square, after worship
Sun., May 31 Congregational meeting, after worship
June 8-12 Granville Ecumenical VBS
June 28-July 3 Baptist Youth Camp, Laurel Ridge, NC
July 20-25 BPFNA Summer Conference, Ogden

Utah

Join in the PEACE VIGILS at Opera House Park 
each Saturday, from 9:00AM to 10:00am
and each Tuesday from 5:00to 6:00pm

NOTE FROM THE TREASURER:

Finances for First Baptist Church are as follows for the
end of April 2009.
Income = $22,175.97, Expenses = $13,438.76, therefore
for the end of April 2009 we have excess income of
$8,737.21. The year to date actual loss is now down to
$1.44. As a reminder, by the end of 2009 we could
possibly have a $20,000 deficit, due to the fact that our
annual income budget is $174,837 and our annual
expense budget is $195,719.

SPECIAL NOTE: Louise will start preparing checks
every other Friday, to be signed by the treasurer on
Sunday, so plan ahead for any reimbursements. 
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THANK YOU BYF!

Readers of the Beacon may be interested to know that an
almost miraculous transformation took place at my home
Sunday afternoon after church. At first I hesitated to make
it public, since, if the crew that engineered the
transformation offer their services again, I would not like
someone to outbid me! (I had won the offer of 10 hours of
yardwork from the BYF at our Christmas auction.)
However, I cannot resist singing their high praises. In their
allotted time, Rachel, Seth, Zach, Claire, Morgan, and
Anna under the direction of Jeff turned my backyard
gardens from a tangle of weeds and dead debris left from
last fall into a presentable, recognizable space ready now
for planting. It was hot work, but everyone was diligent
and efficient and most enjoyable company, and I am
thoroughly delighted with the outcome. Many thanks to all
the workers. 
Susan Richardson

Granville Ecumenical 

VACATION  BIBL E SCHOOL

June 8-12, 2009

9a.m. to noon

Everyone welcome!

The t heme t his year i s “WI LDWOOD FOREST,”
DISCOV ER THE UNT AMED NAT URE OF GOD.”

Registr ation for ms are on the table i n the back of
the sanctuar y and in the chur ch offi ce. All
child ren, ent er ing presch ool (age 4 by 9/30/09)
th r ough sixt h gr ade are welcome to at ten d. 

Anyone high school age or
adults ar e invit ed to
consider  volunte ering in
some capacity .  Because FBC
is one of the host chur ches

th is year, it is especially importa nt  t hat  our
congregatio n is well r epresent ed.  Conta ct  Kath y
Hur t i f  you ar e able to  volunt eer .  

BAPTIST YOUTH CAMP

BAPTIST YOUTH CAMP is coming at the end of June,
and we have some excited kids signed up to go to North
Carolina! 2007 was our first year to attend, and Maggie
and Anna Burkett were our bold representatives. In 2008
we had 5 kids attend, and this summer we'll be taking 9
youth, grades 7-12, from FBCG. I like where this trend is
going!! Tom Burkett and I are the adult leaders for this
year's trip, and looking forward to a great week of
adventures in “Becoming the Beloved Community” with
seven other congregations from the Alliance of Baptists.
Stay tuned for the glowing reports.    Julie Reiswig 

THE HIGH SCHOOL PEACEJAM CLASS will be
starting work with Habitat for Humanity in Newark this
spring. We are joining with Youth United to build the first
“youth built” house for Habitat in Licking County. If you
are at least 16 years of age, please join us on Saturdays
(and Wednesdays beginning in June) to put up a house on
Penney Avenue. Contact our FBCG project manager
R a c h e l  D o b b e l a e r  f o r  d e t a i l s
HoneyBlondeChica17@yahoo.com.

ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT, MAY 6, two brave high
school souls participated in the annual Licking County
Emergency Management Association simulated disaster.
This full scale emergency response exercise gives
emergency agencies around our county a chance to
practice with one another to prepare for an unthinkable
scenario. Bobbie Jaquish and Rachel Dobbelaer were
eager participants, acting the part of injured victims so
health providers could practice triage skills. Julie Reiswig
was across town assisting the Central Ohio Mounted
Search Unit (our positions represented downed trees and
power lines). The description given to me by the
organizers said: “The exercise will provide volunteers with
an opportunity to witness a comprehensive response to a
simulated large scale disaster. The experience will also
provide volunteers with an opportunity to support their
fellow countrymen with improving community response
capabilities.” Bobbie and Rachel, you are true patriots!

mailto:HoneyBlondeChica17@yahoo.com
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WHAT’S NEW AT WHATEVER WORKS ART SPACE

Whatever Works Art Space is looking forward to a great summer! Makers' Market starts up in June and goes through mid
October, every Saturday morning. We have a children's art activity tent at the Granville Art Affair at the Bryn Du Mansion
and Polo Field in June. We also have 6 weeks of YMCA camps, weekly pre school classes, Friday Open Studios, and
occasional birthday parties. Our potters wheels and kilns are ready to go. I think we will have a few Denison students as
interns- yay!! We are also arranging to do some art projects at the YES Club in Newark. 

Come any Friday (11-7) to check out the Space and see what we are doing. There's a place for you to be involved—come talk
to me! Carol Whitt phillipswhitt@hotmail.com.

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR THE NEW AND IMPROVED KROGER CARES PROGRAM?

Since March 2006 our youth group has earned
$2,327.24 through members and friends of our
congregation shopping with gift cards at Kroger. Now
the program is changing, though we will still continue
to receive the same 5% of your shopping total. 

Gift cards will cease to be a part of this program.
Beginning May 1 we will receive 5% back from
anyone who has registered their Kroger Plus Card
online at the Kroger Rewards site. Many of us use
Kroger Plus cards - they are the little red plastic tags
that hang on our keychains that allow us to get
discounts whenever we shop at Kroger. There will no
longer be an extra step of purchasing a gift card, or
reloading money onto the card. If you still have a gift
card with money on it, we got our 5% credit at the time
you reloaded it. When you have spent the balance, you
can discard it, but continue to use your red Kroger Plus
card for every purchase you make at a Kroger store. 

It doesn't matter if you have never used a Kroger gift
card, you can still register your Kroger PLUS CARD
online so the youth will benefit from the 5% donation.
Here's what you need to do: 

TO USE THE KROGER COMMUNITY
REWARDS PROGRAM:

• M e mb e r s  mus t  r eg i s t e r  on l i n e  a t
krogercommunityrewards.com 

• Be sure to have your Kroger Plus card handy and
register your card with your organization after you
sign up. 

• If a member does not yet have a Kroger Plus card,
please let them know that they are available at the
customer service desk at any Kroger. 

• Click on Sign in/Register
• Most participants are new online customers, so they

must click on SIGN UP TODAY in the ‘New
Customer?’ box. 

• Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by entering
zip code, clicking on favorite store, entering your
email address and creating a password, agreeing to
the terms and conditions. 

• You will then get a message to check your email
inbox and click on the link within the body of the
email. 

• Click on My Account and use your email address
and password to proceed to the next step. 

• Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards
information and input your Kroger Plus card
number. 

• Update or confirm your information. 
• Enter NPO number (83408) or name of organization

(First Baptist Church of Granville), select
organization from list and click on confirm. 

• To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see
your organization’s name on the right side of your
information page. 

• REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your
group until after your member(s) register their
card(s). 

• Do you use your phone number at the register? Call
877-576-7587 to get your Kroger Plus card number.

• Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus
card or use the phone number that is related to their
registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for each
purchase to count. 

• If you are interested in the alternate SCANBAR
method of member registration, please call 800-837-
4483 and a SCANBAR letter will be mailed to you.

First Baptist Church of Granville
115 W. Broadway
Granville, Ohio 43023

Non-Profit Organization
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