
Alliance of Baptists • 1328 16th Street NW • Washington, DC 20036
www.allianceofbaptists.org • 202.745.7609 • 866.745.7609

connections
A clear voice  
for Christian 
freedom,  
distinctively  
Baptist and
intentionally 
ecumenical in an 
interfaith world.

February 2006 • Vol. 9 Issue 2

2006 Alliance Convocation • April 21-23
Southside Baptist Church  • Birmingham, AL

First, the really good news. Thanks to 
the generosity of Alliance members and 
churches, we made our 2005 Bridges 
of Hope Mission Offering goal of 
$115,000. That means that every one 
of the 28 recipients was fully funded. 
In 2004, we fell short of the goal and 
had to reduce the amount each of our 
recipients received.

The final 2005 total was $116,018. 
“Alliance people are to be 

commended for the significant increase 
in giving to the Mission Offering in 
2005,” said executive director Stan 
Hastey. “We went from $93,000 to 
$116,000, thereby avoiding the 
embarrassment of a year ago, when 
we had to inform Mission Offering 
recipients we had made only 83 
percent of the 2004 goal. Because of 
the increase this time around, in early 

January we were able to send out final 
checks to the 28 recipients of the 2005 
offering representing 100 percent of the 
goal.”

“This doesn’t mean we can’t do better 
in 2006,” Hastey said. “Fewer than half 
our affiliated congregations promote 
and receive the Mission Offering. Our 
churches can and should do better. And 
not all individual members respond to 
our appeals for the Mission Offering. 
If all our churches and individual 
members did so, even in moderate 
amounts, we could easily double the 
size of the offering.”

The $1,018 over the 2005 goal will 
be applied to the 2006 Offering.

And, speaking of 2006, the good 
news here is that we have 27 recipients 
who will be fully funded if we reach 
our increased goal of $120,500. 

The biggest addition to 
the 2006 offering is a new 
international partner, the Alliance of 
Baptists of Brazil, slated to receive 
$10,000 in 2006. Other major partners 
are the Fraternity of Baptists Churches 
of Cuba ($20,000), the Sri Lanka 
Sangamaya ($10,000), and the Baptist 
Convention and Theological Seminary 
of Zimbabwe ($10,000 each).  

In addition to the Alliance of Baptists 
of Brazil, other new recipients in 2006 
are a Christian wellness center in 
Richmond, VA; a hunger ministry in 
Sudan, and a children’s center in Ghana.

All recipients have been fully funded

Over the top: Offering meets goal

Giving to the Alliance’s general 
operating fund didn’t quite measure up 
to the budget, but we still gave more in 
2005 than in 2005.

With a budget of $374,446, gifts 
totaled $343,383

“Our overall income grew from 
$338,835 in 2004 to $343,383 in 2005, 
an increase so modest it barely covered 
the rate of inflation,” said executive 
director Stan Hastey. “We spent 
$351,324 in 2005, or $8,000 more 
than we took in. The $8,000 deficit 
was covered by moving that amount 
from our modest investment account, 

which at year’s end totaled $44,261. 
And we fell $31,063 short of our 2005 
budget, meaning we simply could not 
implement some of the initiatives in 
our current strategic plan.

“Clearly we must stimulate affiliated 
churches and individual members to 
give the Alliance a higher priority,” 
Hastey said. “If together we do even 
a little better we can meet all our 
objectives with ease.”

“Part of the good news about the 
Alliance is that our structure is lean. 
That says something important about 
our sense of priorities, about our 

commitment to good causes that go 
beyond growing a bigger staff and 
having better quarters and equipment. 
In fact we’ve kept all those things to 
a minimum. Yet our vision of what 
the Alliance should become keeps 
growing. What we need is to grow a 
budget that will match the vision.”

January 1-December 31, 2005

Budget needs  $374,446

Receipts $343,383

Mission Offering Goal $115,000

Mission Offering  
        Receipts $116,108
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Operating budget falls short



happenings perspectives (on speaking for God)
Alliance member Steve Boyd was 

awarded the Donald O. Schoonmaker 
Faculty Prize for Community Service 
by Wake Forest University.  Boyd is J. 
Allen Easley Professor of Religion and 
chair of the Department of Religion. The 
award commended his contributions to the 
campus community and for his work in 
race relations and multicultural exchange 
between Native Americans and majority 
Americans.

Ryon Price, a spring graduate of Duke 
Divinity School, has accepted a call from 
the United Church of Colchester, VT. The 
church is located just outside Burlington 
and is affiliated with the American Baptist 
Churches. Ryon begins his ministry in 
February.

Kathy Manis Findley, director of the 
Center for Healing and Hope in Little 
Rock, AR, was one of several community 
leaders honored at the annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Community Service 
Awards Program in Little Rock on January 
15. The awards honor “individuals who 
have demonstrated through their daily 
living, the promotion of Dr. King’s vision 
for humanity.” The Center for Healing 
and Hope is a ministry included in the 
Alliance’s Bridges of Hope Mission 
Offering.

Alliance members in the Southeast: 

Join the Freedom Ride!
Alliance members living along the I-85 corridor are invited to recapture the spirit 

of the civil rights movement with our Freedom Ride bus trip to the 2006 Alliance 
Convocation in Birmingham, AL.  Freedom riders have the opportunity to travel 
together, discuss the civil rights movement past and present, and tour Birmingham’s 
Civil Rights Institute as a prelude to the Convocation and its theme, “We have this 
ministry — Reconciliation.”

The bus will leave Raleigh, NC, at mid-day on Thursday, April 
20, and make stops along I-85 to pick up riders as needed.  We’ll 
spend the night in Atlanta, then continue on to Birmingham 
and tour the Institute before 
Convocation registration and the 

opening session Friday night. The bus will leave 
immediately after the closing session on Sunday and 
return riders to their pick-up points.  

Estimated costs are $125/person for the bus, plus 
meals and Thursday night’s lodging. These costs are 
in addition to the normal Convocation registration 
fee and lodging, which riders will need to arrange 
separately. In keeping with the reconciliation theme, 
we’ll have discussions on some pre-assigned books 
as we travel and an “in-flight” movie or two.  

To reserve your seat on the Freedom Ride, contact 
Pat Hielscher at bwicker@bellsouth.net, or 919-362-
7666. The deadline for reservations and the required 
$50 deposit is March 10. For further information, 
contact Cathy Tamsberg at Pullen – (919) 828-0897 
or ctamsberg@pullen.org.

Come join us!

Three ways to 
get Convocation 

registration 
information:

1Register 
online at www.

allianceofbaptists.org 
and pay using Click 
and Pledge or by 
sending a check.

2Download a 
registration form 

online and mail it in 
with your check. 

3Call the Alliance 
office and ask 

for a Convocation 
brochure that includes 

a registration form.

That’s right. We won’t be having 
a Covenant Address at this year’s 
Convocation. Instead, we’ll be hearing 
covenant stories throughout the event, 
brought by Joyce Hollyday, co-pastor 
of Circle of Mercy, an Alliance and 

UCC congregation in western 
North Carolina. She is also an 
associate conference minister for 
the United Church of Christ. 

“In lieu of a single covenant 
address, Joyce will be telling 
covenant stories during each 

worship service,” said Stan Wilson, co-
chair of the Convocation Task Group. 
“She will tell stories of Alliance members 
and others who have resisted the 
institution of racism and faithfully shown 
us ‘a more excellent way.’”

Joyce chairs the national board and 
serves on the faculty of “Word & World: 
A People’s School,” an itinerant school for 

faith-based activists. She has worked as a 
court advocate for survivors of domestic 
violence and a chaplain for children with 
cancer, and she is a nationally known 
writer and retreat leader. 

Joyce is the author of several books, 
including Clothed with the Sun: 
Biblical Women, Social Justice, and Us 
(Westminster/John Knox Press, 1994); 
Clarence Jordan: Essential Writings 
(Orbis Books, 2003); and, most recently, 
On the Heels of Freedom: The American 
Missionary Associationôs Bold Campaign 
to Educate Minds, Open Hearts, and Heal 
the Soul of a Divided Nation (Crossroad, 
2005). 

During her 15 years as associate editor 
of Sojourners magazine, Joyce traveled 
widely in the United States and around the 
globe to write about faith-based struggles 
for justice and freedom. She went to the 
Middle East in 1997, and visited South 

Africa 
twice 
— once 
to cover 
the 
persecution of the church under apartheid, 
and a decade later to observe that nation’s 
unprecedented Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. She was a founding member 
of Witness for Peace in Nicaragua, and 
part of the first team to go to that country 
to establish a nonviolent, prayerful 
presence in its war zones in the 1980s. 

Joyce attended Yale Divinity School 
for one year on a Rockefeller Fellowship. 
She was  a member of Sojourners 
Community in innercity Washington, DC, 
from 1977 to 1992, serving as co-pastor 
of the community for six of those years. 
She completed her M. Div. from Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University 
in Atlanta in 1998.

What? No Covenant Address?

Hollyday



happenings perspectives (on speaking for God)
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By Brian Dixon
Pastor, Dolores Street Baptist Church

Through the efforts of youth in this 
country, the civil rights movement was 
even more successful than it might 
have been otherwise.  Teens and college 
students were vital to the efforts that were 
being led by Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
others.  

So it is important that as we talk about 
what racial reconciliation means that we 
include in that conversation the youth of 
our congregations.

To encourage this participation, as a part 
of this year’s preparation for the annual 

convocation in Birmingham, we are 
inviting youth to submit essays describing 
what racial reconciliation looks like in 
their schools, in their churches, in their 
neighborhoods. 

We want to hear how youth are already 
working to end racial discrimination 
and bring about reconciliation among 
their peers, or how might their current 
behaviors and attitudes further the 

isolation and segregation of the different 
racial groups that they interact with on a 
daily basis. 

We are offering cash prizes for the best 
essays and will read portions of the essays 
throughout the convocation. Check with 
your church’s youth minister/leadership 
team for details. 

For more information on either the 
youth component of the convocation or 
the essay contest,  contact Brian Dixon, 
revbriandixon@hotmail.com, Nick Foster, 
nick@passportcamps.org, or Lee Hill, 
lee@knollwood.org.

YOUTH: We want to hear your stories, too

Pat Robertson has become a caricature of himself, so much 
so that the temptation is to laugh at what he says. After 
all, caricatures call forth laughter. It’s laughable, is it not, 

to claim power to hold off a deadly hurricane, as Robertson said 
he did several years ago while standing in the surf at Virginia 
Beach. One can laugh at his post-election comment that God had 
ordained President Bush to have a second term in office or at his 
claim that activist judges pose a greater threat to the nation than 
do terrorists.

But caricatures can be more than laughable. They can be scary 
as well, as when last August Robertson commented on the air that 
it would be cheaper to assassinate Venezuela’s president, Hugo 
Chávez, than to have to go to war with the 
South American nation for its oil.

And now, in perhaps as odious a 
comment as ever has been made by a 
religious leader, Pat Robertson says Israel’s 
Ariel Sharon has only himself to blame for 
the massive stroke and subsequent cerebral 
hemorrhage that at this writing has left 
him hovering between life and death. God took Sharon out of the 
picture, Robertson said on his “700 Club”, because of the forced 
removal of Israeli settlers from Gaza and portions of the West 
Bank. “God considers this land to be his,” Robertson declared. 
“You read the Bible, he says, ‘This is my land.’ And for any 
prime minister of Israel who decides he is going to carve it up 
and give it away, God says, ‘No. This is mine.’”

Similarly, Robertson claimed on the same broadcast, God 
removed former Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, a 1994 Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate, by having him assassinated. Although he 
personally liked both Sharon and Rabin and prayed with each of 
them, God had other ideas, Robertson opined.

Here’s what I think. Pat Robertson is at best guilty of a gross 
misinterpretation of the text in the book of Joel upon which his 

judgment of the fate of the two Israeli prime ministers is based. 
In Joel 3:1-3, Yahweh is about to “restore the fortunes of Judah 
and Jerusalem” following their devastation at the hands of other 
nations because of God’s people’s own misdeeds, which had 
included false worship based on what today we would call a 
“prosperity gospel.” Those who conquered Judah and Jerusalem 
are to be judged, in turn, because “(t)hey have divided my land, 
and cast lots for my people, and traded boys for prostitutes, and 
sold girls for wine, and drunk it down.”

From this scene of prophetic judgment and restoration having 
to do with specific events at a given moment in the history of 
God’s people, Robertson extrapolates his commentary about the 

abandonment of settlements in modern Israel and God’s striking 
down two Israeli prime ministers in the 20th and 21st centuries 
of the Christian era. What utter interpretive nonsense.

But that’s the lesser of his offenses. Perhaps the time has 
come for other Christian leaders to say forthrightly that Pat 
Robertson’s comments on this and other matters border on 
blasphemy. Yes, blasphemy, defined in Van A. Harvey’s A 
Handbook of Theological Terms as “any speech, act, or thought 

which dishonors or defames the nature or name of God.” If what 
Robertson said God did to Ariel Sharon and Yitzhak Rabin does 
not fit the definition, what does?

Whatever God’s will and way for the troubled peoples in 
the Middle East, most assuredly they have nothing to do with 
the grotesque misreading of the Hebrew Bible and the book of 
Revelation upon which Pat Robertson and others who presume 
to have it all figured out base their outlandish views. Rather 
than inventing wild scenarios they dare attribute to God, these 
would do better to revisit and heed Jesus’ simple yet demanding 
beatitude, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.”

And so would we all.
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Jim Hopkins has been the pastor of 
Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church in 
Oakland. CA, since 1989. Lakeshore 
Avenue is a diverse and inclusive 
congregation that celebrated it 145th 
anniversary in 2005. 

Previously, Jim was associate pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Los Angeles. 

He is completing a four-year term 
on the Alliance board this year. “I have 
been aware of the Alliance almost since 
its inception,” he said. “My formal 
involvement began in 1996 when, after 
Lakeshore and three other congregations 
where disfellowshipped from the 
American Baptist Churches of the West 
for holding membership in Association of 
Welcoming and Affirming Baptists, Stan 
Hastey paid a pastoral visit to our church.”

Lakeshore officially joined the Alliance 
in 2000. In 2001, Jim worked with former 
board member Jerene Broadway to plan 
a mini-convocation that was held at 

Lakeshore in January 2002. 
“I got involved with the Alliance, and 

stay involved with the Alliance, because it 
is a place for Baptists to talk openly about 
things that matter in ways that matter,” 
he said. “I got involved and stay involved 
because the Alliance represents those gifts, 
soul freedom, congregational autonomy 
that Baptist gifts to the larger society. I 
got involved and stay involved because 
the Alliance is one of the few Baptist 
groups that has made the commitment to 
a future that is anti-racist, inclusive of all, 
grounded in faith, committed to justice 
and open to critique. “

Since joining the board in 2002, Jim has 
been a member, chair and co-chair of the 
Interfaith and Ecumenical Relations Task 
Force, served as co-chair of the Future 
Staffing Task Force and as a member of 
the personnel committee. 

For 27 years, Jim has been married to 
Karen, a human resources professional 

who has 
worked for 
many years 
at a Cancer 
Treatment 
Center in 
Berkeley.

“Currently 
my main 
hobbies are 
running with 
my daughter 
and my dogs on 
the trails in the East Bay regional parks, 
watching my youngest son (15 years old) 
play baseball, following the Oakland A’s, 
being a part of two reading groups, being 
humbled by my both my oldest son and 
the course we are playing when we golf 
together, and supporting cancer related 
charity events,” Jim said.


