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2008 — A Great Year For Blakemore
by Cavit Cheshier

As the year slowly unveils itself, we oft times do not grasp the cumulative effect of all that is

happening. Take a retrospective look at the last year in the life of Blakemore.

We celebrated 50 years with the current building housing this congregation. Seventeen current
members were recognized as having been a member continuously during this entire time.

Despite the serious economic situation, a solid but scaled-back 2008 Operating Budget was funded.

With even more economic uncertainty, pledges for 2009 are slightly more than 2008. Several members
have not yet pledged; however, most of them give as they can.

Church membership has grown 6%. Only 4 members have died and 2 have transferred their
memberships.

The Chancel Choir has increased from 10-12 per week to 18-20.

Each Sunday, 15-20 children are coming down for the Children’s Sermon. Children’s Sunday School
attendance is also increasing.

The Housing Trust completed its first house under-budget with reserves left over to serve as seed
money for a second house to be completed in February 2009. This program will have made it possible
for two working families with low incomes to own an affordable new home.

The Youth have formed a partnership with the Salvation Army, the YMCA, and Trinity and West
Nashville United Methodist Churches to provide Youth ministry to 25-30 East Nashville Youth.

With 3 new adult leaders joining the Youth Leadership Team, planning has begun for more Youth
activities and projects with youth from another section of our city.

Wonderful Wednesdays continue in a big way. Eighty to one hundred attend Wednesday night dinner,
and then divide into such activities as bell choir or Chancel Choir rehearsals, children’s classes, Youth
discussions groups, adult Bible study, and informative programs and discussions.

Each Tuesday morning, 10 — 20 people attend a 7:00 am °‘table talk’ to explore new and in-depth
meaning for their faith journey.

In cooperation with the Blakemore Children’s Center, ways were finally found to meet Metro Code
requirements to remodel 2 classrooms and open the Infant Toddler Program for 12 children in July. It is
self-supporting, filled to capacity and has a waiting list.. Thanks to the help of the Maxine Cassetty
Foundation money, plus other sources, the program was opened without requiring any financial
assistance from Blakemore.

We opened our arms and our hearts to a new minister.
A new 8:00 AM Sunday Worship Service, First Things, was begun.
The most successful ever Frozen Assets season was completed.

A second year of the Blakemore United Methodist Men averaged 25 — 35 men each first Sunday
morning. A first-ever Men’s Retreat was held and a second is planned for March 2009.

The women held their second retreat and a third is planned for 2009. Continued on page 2
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2008 — A Great Year For Blakemore, cont’d.

¢ Due to the foresight and generosity of life-long member, Mac Stringfellow, her will provided $168,000,
the largest single gift ever received by Blakemore. This gift paid off the church debt, (saving $8000 per
year for the next 13 years), greatly increased the Blakemore Endowment Fund, and paid for a new
copying machine.

¢ Former member Clarice Morton (who had not attended Blakemore in over 50 years) left her estate of
$127,000 to Blakemore. From the Morton money, many badly needed repairs and improvements were
made. Among these were:

putting a new roof on ¥2 of the sanctuary,

repaving the parking lot,

installed new programmable thermostats in the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall,

installed a new fire alarm system in the basement and first floor of the Education building,

all receptacles were grounded and several were added,

removal of the asbestos insulation and ceiling tiles in the Education building,

replaced all fluorescent fixtures in Fellowship Hall, the kitchen, offices, Bowling Street entry,

hallways, and rest rooms,

installed a new computer server,

deposited $10,000 in the permanent endowment fund,

funded our Children’s Director for 10 months,

o reserved funds for church growth and future repairs plus several other things.

¢ The homeless were served many sack lunches.

¢ In addition to giving clothes to the homeless and needy, proceeds from the Nearly New Store have paid
for painting the ladies’ rest rooms, a new carpet in the Fellowship Hall lounge area, an awning over the
back door, plus new wall hangings and a bench in the narthex.

e Purchased a new sound system for the Fellowship Hall. Installation is pending.

¢ C(Created a Biblical Garden to be dedicated in April or May of 2009.

¢ Blakemore facilities have provided meeting places for groups such as the twelve step groups (2), classes
for court-assigned youth with driving infractions, classes for court assigned domestic violence persons,
and various community groups. Each group contributes toward the utilities and maintenance of the
church.

¢ All of the above and more were done while continuing our usual activities of Sunday School, 10:30
Sunday Worship, Wednesday Communion, Family Retreat, Women’s Circles, Blakemore Boys Gospel
Blue Grass Band, the Blakemore BASH, Boy Scouts, etc.
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In the words of Doc Hooks, “Blakemore is the best-kept secret in Nashville.” Share these accomplishments with
your friends and invite them to come and participate with this friendly church on the corner. Are you tired after
reading how so few have done so much in just one year? With your help and others who may join in with us, we
have only just begun.

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
STEWARDSHIP Sunday, January 4
Our Presence Liturgist: 8:00 AM Julie Shadburne
Sunday, December 21 Liturgist: 10:30 AM  Joe Meko
Sunday School 61 Acolyte: Asia Kabiling
Early Worship 20 Cross Bearer: Aina Kabiling
Worship 143 Bowling Ave. Greeter: Fred & Ruth Rowles
West End Greeter: Nancy Sneed
Christmas Eve Service 159 Nursery Volunteer:
Mugs & Hugs Host: 8:00 AM Jenny Tippens
Sunday, December 28 Mugs & Hugs Host: 10:30 AM Lanette O’Brien
Sunday School 36 Ushers this month: Mike Eatherly, Denny Petty,
Early Worship ek Daniel Aguila, Chuck Chellman, Franklin
Worship 116 Haggenmacher, Diane Hickerson, Doc Hooks,
#* Report not found. Norma Shepard, Steve Sudberry, Jack Tenzel.
Offering Stewards: Anne Kabiling & Doris Fawcett

January Worship Participants

January 11 January 18 January 25
8 AM Liturgist Tom Carter Jody Lentz Julie Shadburne
8 AM Mugs & Hugs Diane Lee Smith Patsye Candish Tana & John Kimbro
10:30 AM Liturgist Fred Rowles Youth Julie Shadburne
Acolyte Daniel Aguila Clark Hooks Jaima Bryan
Cross Bearer Erin Lewis John Lewis Rebekah Lewis
West End Greeter Deanna McCulley Carol Holmes Norma Shepard
Bowling Greeter Laura Tenzel Sinclair Baldassari Heather Thompson
Mugs & Hugs Evelyn Keller Denny & Rheatta Petty Sherrie Nichols




OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK

Sunday Service Schedule, January 4

8:00 am Worship Service in the Sanctuary
8:00 am Blakemore United Methodist Men
9:00 am Hoping for Harmony Rehearsal

9:30-10:15 am Sunday School

10:30 am Worship and Communion
5:30 pm Youth Meeting
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY

Blakemore gathers every Wednesday to break bread
around the table! Cathy and Billy Wilson prepare the
meal. To reserve a meal, mark the attendance register and

enter the number of adults, children and toddlers under
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one household. There is also an option for just salad,
dessert, and drink for $3.50 when a reservation is made in
advance. Reservations need to be canceled by noon on
Tuesday or payment for meal will be requested. We now
begin serving dinner at 5:45. A variety of classes are
offered following dinner so please join us.

Menu for January 7, 2009
Spaghetti casserole, corn, salad bar, garlic bread, and
dessert.

Clean Up Supervisors — Hannah Shadburne &
Cheryl Brown
Dishwashers — David Lawrence & Jason Cloud

Blakemore Benefit Bash #XXI

The original Benefit Bash was designed by Marie
Rounds as a means of raising funds to support
Blakemore as a member of The Shepherd’s Center
of the West End Corridor in 1988.

On February 21, 2009, Benefit Bash #XXI will be
presented in memory of Marie and to continue the
good work and good times this endeavor has made
possible. Tickets are now available.

Mark your calendars and plan to join us!!!!
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certainly did at Blake'Ville! What a great
year: thanks to the hard work of Rena
Knight and our volunteers, we finished off
the year with our partner group in East
Nashville, with a Christmas party. Nearly 25
youth came! Also thanks to the hard work of
our friend Vicki Weathers, we had an
exciting Christmas party for Blake'Ville with
about 20 youth there. I don't usually like to
talk numbers; but it's great that we are
reaching so many youth!

We brought a group of youth to serve at the
61st Ave. Toy Drive, which is always a good
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| Blakemore United Methodist Men
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:I You are invited to join the Blakemore United

| Methodist Men for a fabulous breakfast at 8:00 am
|| on January 4, 2009.
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Iy This month’s meeting will focus on planning for
] 2009.

Please remember the family of Sadie Campbell
in your prayers. She was one of the oldest
living members of Blakemore and passed away
on December 26. Her funeral service was held
on Monday, December 29.
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With Deepest Sympathy

experience! God has done a lot of great
things in our youth in 2008. I can't wait to
| see what happens in 2009!

Jan. 4 We're Back! Regular Youth

|
|

|| Gathering 5:30 pm
|

Jan. 30-Feb.1 Warmth in Winter
| Feb. 27-March 1 SLAM Weekend Mission

Jan. 10 Warmth in Winter Practice for
| skits. Let Nate know if you want to be in
I: one
|

= Trip to Knoxville

The Advent Season

Many thanks to everyone who helped make the 2008
Advent season so meaningful. A special thanks to the
Nearly New Store and the Petty family for their
contributions toward the purchase of 6 new wreathes,
garland, and candles for the sanctuary and to Betty Vogt
and the Altar Guild members (Nancy Sneed, Anne
Kabiling, Kathy Meador, Susan Eatherly, and Patty
Tippens) for all their hard work in making the Hanging
of the Greens four Sundays of hope, peace, joy, and
love as well as a time for preparation, reflection, and
anticipation. Continued blessings in the New Year.

Julie Shadburne
Altar Guild Chair




